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PREFACE

The manuscript of Mr. Duncan M'Gillivray’s Journal
isin the Library of the Royal Colonial Tnstitute, London,
England. A photostat copy is in the Public Archives
SCae ot
% el by Dinetn A lehvray himself that as
el given the duty of keeping the usual
R e G ey
many of his fellows in the fur trade, M'Gillivray desired
to put some of the colour and interest of the life around
him into his pages and to keep a copy for his friends.
i s P ot e e
il v aring roanili ity hen e faringe T
and even hundreds of Indians came
to the Fort, the details of business which had to be entered
thrstaned to blur the picue of the somes which be
sketch, Accordingy, ke broke ewey from
and, 50 to say, snatched up his brush
B tima et o b e
of the life and, we may add, some sense of the exhilaration
and the grossness of society at a Fort on the River Saskat-
s of grace 1794 and 1795.
“I shall hereafter extract for your inform:

Ia
be an endless uml mer
occurrne e lints p]ncc of such

exte de as this, surrounded by numerous
h‘xln-; o Imnm, some of whom are continually at
the

While the historian regrets the loss of the detailsof the
trade of the Fort as entered by such a skilful hand, he
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may console himself with the knowledge that he gets
the scenes of a winter at Fort George, many and varied,
grave and gay, now in the lnighlcsl colour, now in the
darkest shades—all of it making an unforgetable picture
ST e e e e
Saskatchewan.

The M'G; = were three in number i this genera-
tion.  William was the eldest, and after him
succession Duncan and Simon, the last associated with
the union of the North West Company and the Hudson’s
Bay Company in 1821 They were the nephews of

mon McTavish,' a principal partner of llw
MecTavish, llmlmhcr & Co., which wa
North West Company from the beginning (xm) and
which sent Mr. MeTavishfrom year to year up to Grand
Portage with the goods from Montreal for the Indian
trade. b it was who placed the lndder of
promotion in the “eancara, a it wea enlled, n position
for these young men to climb.  William enteed e groat
fur-trading company as a clerk. He v the Red
River Department in 17656 a8 Roderick Mackenaie tell
us in his Reminiscences. AU that time all the fur-traders
of the North West had not yet been draw
West. Cor Peter Pangman, as we shall see, was
in opposition, and had the support of Gregory, McLeod
& Co., the firm which brought Alexander Mackensi
great explorer, and his cousin, Roderick Mack:
the trade. 1786-7, the last winter of
the rival “concerns”, William M Gillivray
and Rode had their opposing posts “ within
a gun shot of one another™, on Lac des Serpents, near and

ninto the North

T e pnencn Simon g Willam) e coe o sl tenant of the
Lovat Exttt s Fovcrgess e e e o e of e Ul
i Simam MCTavin*~Sabirt Fapers, Conadion Archic vo 35 . T0001E




PREFACE

below sl - Cruse, on the Churchll River, the Engis
S
m...mhly together in the united “c
Mackenie i Athabasca and Willum M Gillveay in the
English River Department. In 1790 M Gillivray became
a “wintering partner”, that is, he passed from being a
Gl e
in control of a Department. in the Interior. To this end
he had bought Mr. Peter Pond’s share for £800. In
17954 the brother, Duncan, was at Pine Island Fort, on
the Northern Saskatchewan, the lower post in the
Department of the Upper Forts des Prairies. He then
went to the principal post, Fort George, up river about
fifty miles west o -Alberta boundary of
to-day.! Tt was as clerk at this post that he wrote his
Journal for the trading year 1794-5. The clder of the
two brothers was taken into Mr. McTavish’s firm, and
as an agent. travelled to and from Montreal and Grand
Portage with the goods “for the interior”. David
Thompson, fur-trader and explorer, met him in 1797 at
Grand Portage Pl e e
Compan ed the North West ““concern
“The A\wm who acted for_the Com
were also Par ners of the Firm [McTavish, Fr
b Honourable Willi cGillivray,
and Six Alexander McKensie, gentlemen of enlarged
views."—Thompson’s Narratire, p. 169-170.
At the death of Mr. McTavish in 1504, M'Gillivray
beca of the principal partners in the firm, and in
the agreement of that year uniting the X. Y. Company
d the North West Company, he signed for the latter

any and
bis

e 55 527 X —on thenothbank of the v, n N.. 5 et
«. range 6, west oo ‘meridian. A

AL 8 Bl tr e Chtmplaia S, Tor., 1015,
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party second, next after Mr. John Gregory. For many
years he was indefatigable in his journeyings between
Montreal and the “rendez-vous™ on Lake Superior, and
when the route was changed and Grand Portage deserted
for the Kaministiquia River, the “new Fort” was given
his name as Fort William, which name the city on its site
bears turda

MGilliviay stands out henceforth as the
e i S0 N ord Want st i o
hndmg circles in Montreal. More cq)c(l.tllv st

in the long and bitter struggle with |
i e e o
made a mcmbcr of the Legislative ol ot T
Ca n 1814, From 1818 he spent much of his time
B ki e part in uniting the two com-
panies in 1821, Tn 1825 he took his family, lm e o
and his plate over to the old country to live t
landed gentleman. He died on October 16,

the second page of the Manuscript & n..- ol
of the late Duncan M Gillivray Esquire n in
G e e s
For Jokn Henry, Esqr.
Jfrom his Friend
W, M Gillioray

John Henry is known to American history by the epi
odeof the  Henry Letters”. A plausible Irishman, became
to the United States, where he served, as b
in the American army as Captain. He mar) crln!rnv(h
lady, apparently in Philadelphia. He seems to have been
early left a widower ndml\.;vcdnuc:ll % \'umm.l
1o Montreal. Here he was in an atton nd made

S B e s e




PREFACE

city by defending their interests in articles in a local
newspaper. The traders decided that he was just the
sort of man to serve them on the Bench, and began
operations to that end on his behalf. Although John
Henry knew French and understood the French people,
he could not. well be appointed a judge of the Bench of
Lower Canada, which administered French Law, without
something of a course of study, at least so he says, and
to this he objected. However, when one of the judges
of Upper Canada, Robert Thorpe, was retired, the
John Henry hi rote to Edward
S o e
Messrs Todd & McGill of Montreal wrote to Mr. Bricl
wood; Joseph Frobisher wrote to Mr. Coffin; and
am McGillivray to his brother, Simon; while John
Richardson wrote to an unnamed person described as
his friend”. ~ As the result of all this effort an array
s—Inglis, Ellice & (,u, \[acTa
Brickwood, Daniell & Co.—sent a_join
letter enclosing all the Canadian letters lo Lnnl (nslle—
reagh, Scretary of State, and asking for the appointment
of Mr. John Henry, of Montreal, as Puisne Judge in
Upper Canada.
“The reasons which led to the removal of Mr.
e and the diflculy, of finding persons of
nt local knowledge of the Country
ind its commerce m \«hu h the Merchants of Monlr
real are so much interested are the motives w
h.ul m(luwd our friends so xlmng]y to rccammend
nry.” (anlm. \lur 19,1808.) Canadian
Ahivenr, 5138
Lieut..Governor Gore, ||u\\u'e|, knew Mr. Henry for
an adventurer “not even called to the Bar”, and doubt-
less Lord Castlereagh was given his opinion on the matter.
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John Henry was not the man to leave opportunitics
of impressing himself upon the Government unused.
Tf we may trust a phrase in a letter written later(July 2,
1811) to ““Dear Henry " by \(' lI W. Ry
to the Governor-General, Sir Craig, it was no less
2 peron than, the secreary s e gm him an
opinion . to [h t mode of obtaining an
melo)mem ....d.-r L ek
reveals itself on March 2, 1808, ﬂm is seventeen days
before the merchants in London s petit

to Lord Castlereagh. John Henry is in Verm ing
to Mr. l{\l.md—:md he wrote well—on the embargo,
on the growing anti-British feelings, on the spirit
in the United States at large and on the supposed pro-
British sentiment of New England. Other letters fol-
lowed, the last two from Boston. Mr. R duly
handed these over to the Governor-General, who in turn
forwarded them to Lord Castlereagh, Secretary of State,
as being from “a gentleman of considerable ability and
well able to form a correct judgment on what he sces
pnsﬂu;: (\prll 10,1808)°  Two other letters followed
fror and were (lul\ transcribed and sent to the

ke hml Lo a letter written by Ryland
for Sir James Cr. »l.m\mry 26, 1809, we see the
further development of aiiea it T o
General wishes Henry to undertake
fidential m

sceret and con-
on of enquiry in the United States. The
letter of instructions soon followed. Henry is to go to
New England and inform the Governor through Mr.
e e S s el
ber of the Legislative Council
N e

nd the source of much of

Q. o
v 5 G

2020
i ey hndene s it in Reer of P
i 1800, and i s 1 oty et ol 5
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the Government’s knowledge of affairs in the States) of
“the state of the y)u) ¢ opinion both in regard to lhclr
aternal politics and to the probability of a war
and “if the Federalists should obta
uld look to England for assistance and
aunication with our Govern-
is autho-

En;
nfluence and sh
wish to enter into
e through the Gover
is duly drawn up, to transmit it
su-h to His Excellency.

Tt would appear, then, that the episode of the “Henry
Letters™ is much loss a plot to spy on the States and to
drive a wedge between the Federalists and the Govern-
ment of the Republic, than a well-devised scheme to
slace the el leierwriiee and adventurer in a com-
A e Government of Canada. Hen
left o iy after February 10 and
Sl dated May 4—a short time for
2 individual, single-armed and with none but his private
resources, to do much towards disrupting the American
Republic. In a letter of May 1 prepari nry for
b reall, M. Rylaad su.n# himself *“heartily and
= tio mlv yours” ¢s that the letters he has
e being transcribed
to.be forwarded to London, that they cannot fail of
doing him great credit and they may cvenul.nlly contri-
bute to his permanent advantage.

All this is the result of the fur-trade magnates taking
up and petting Mr. John Henry. No doubt he had
awakened in them an affection such as he had aroused
in the breast of the Governor-General's Secretary.
Eoues M osegh Kol Jourmal B his d1|lv<lmncrs
and the company «

-

e Taper e i i he iy of MG Ui — cop in
he P el o i 4
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Henry's social triumph
of him "
7, 1807:—
“Dined at. Home—Company
Chit-Justce Alloock 1
Messrs. Cragie, Clarke, Todd, MeGill, Govr.

Montreal. ‘The first mention
g like a dozen is that

o

Brooit, Featherstonhoe, Bilice, Wim. "&

, J. Hallowell & Wells

Rod & Hnrry Mokens
R id, Henry Ogden, S. Sewell,

[Mr. Jus .-1

Capt. Hes
Major Hamiton 1
207
The reader will note that both William and Dllnclm
M’Gillivray were present. On Saturday, January 2,
1808, Mz, Joseph Frobiher's Journal tlls s, M. John
Henry was guest of the Beaver Club. On February
7, 1809—the day after Henry’s instructions from Sir
J;unﬂ(‘miw\ re drawn up, Mr. Frobisher’s entry runs:—
“Tu ned at Hom
(C.mnp'm . Caldwell; Quebec

Murray, Majr. Hamilton & Capt.
Martin

3
Capt. Dawson, Lieut, unn. 3
. Vincent, Capt. Cl ke L..q)l Hy 8
Major Shekelton, John Henry 2
Messrs (W] MGillivray, Shaw, (Me-
Dongld & W hipple) 4
Messrs MeGill, Todd, Storrow & Auldjo. .. 4
T “Ogden & Mr. Justice Reid 2
Doctor Kennelly gston and myself . 2

o
TGove. Gore's same i crosd out, as though invited and not presat.



PREFACE

Returned from the United States, John Henry devoted
himself to securing coveted nlm but British officialdom
wondering whether Sir

Henry found it wise to cross to L'nbl.\nd to
prosecute his claims for reward for his

sl ) e ok (1 e nn
London tradin Canada and was made a member
of the Canada (,luh, the English counterpart of the
Beaver Club of Montreal. Bul the rulers of the land
were still unaffected. These offered no return for ser-
vices which, no doubt, the adventurer had come to
magnify greatly. Henry sent in a memorandum of
his services directly to Lord Liverpool who had succecded
Lord Castlereagh. Al that he obtained was a letter
from the noble Lord to Sir George Prevost, Craig's
successor, speaking of the “benefit the public service
might derive from his [Henry’s] active employment in
some public situation” (Sept. 16, 1811)

John Henry now gave up operating for office against
the British Government. His hope lies in America.
He is to pass for a desperate spy sent into New England
by the Governor of a British Colony to intrigue for the
disruption of the American Republic. On December 24,
1812, he landed in Boston and forthwith set the wheels
motion for the sale of copies of his letters wi
Sir James Craig. Some news of his intention must have
reached Montreal for the French adventurer “Count de
Crillon” of Henry’s acquaintance bore testimony to the
Congresional Committee of Forem Relaions that one
ray, no doubt his friend William M Gillivray, had
come down from Quebec (sic) to New York to dlssuadp
him.Henry’s reply was “The Rubicon is passed”.
NG Wkl Regiter, vl 3, p. 0.
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Finally the American Government bought the letters
for $48,000—a very large sum in proportion to the
total revenues of that day

It would take us too far afield to discuss the contents
of the ltters or the ams of President \Luhmn in pur-

acalm 1d

harmiss encugh. No dm.m e Eea ey at
the results actually attained. He sent them to Congress
with a message dated March 9, 1812, and Congress
ordered them to be printed. Immediately the American
public—or at least a part of it—vent into an uproar at
the insidious plots of the British Government to disrupt
the young American Republic. With tln: mood pre-
vailing, the War of 1812 was a certain

But our interest is in Mr. John By o W,
MGillivray's friend. He found a cheque for 48,000
inconvenicntly large and got it changed B
cheques and bank notes at the Mechanics Bank, Balti-
more. What could he do with the gift of fortune at
last in his hand? His days of adventure over he will
seicgals respected and beloved landowner in_ the

uth of France. Accordmg to the French adventurer, the
"(,mmlde(,n]lon ”testimony, Henry came into his
SR youmustsell meSt. Martil (an
estate of the deponent’s in Lebeur, near the Spanish
frontier); you have the title papers with you; my name
will be rescued from oblivion by living near Crillon, the
habitation of your ancestors and of a man who has been
my friend.” The sale was effected for 400,000 francs
On the day on which President Madison sent Henry's
letars to Congoess the plausible Trish adventurer made a
picturesque exit out of American history on no less
ship than the United e despatch boat, The Wasp,

part-
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el i s 1o Cllig i (80 T
Henry one fecls one i tr h through a tangled
forest and coming upon many ing turn, but
the most surprising of all is the at. When T
I

tates did not exist, or if they existed, were the posses-
Pl Gt e

Needless to say, Mr. John Henry was now out of
favour with the fur-trading magnates of Montre:
London. His name may be scen on the records of the
A G R A T O i

stonisth
E

was in high Lwnm in \!olllreul society and dining with
Wi MGill
of Joseph et s M3 Fotall ot (heilate
Duncan M'Gillivray, Esquire” passed from William’s
hand to that of ‘his friend John Henry, Esqr'’.

‘The Introduction is intended to 1,.. a s\vlft account of
the course of the fur trade on the katchewan
in' the ealy days, Tho Journal itael. with a
it S o ey
year of life and trade within a typical North West Com-
pany’s post in the prairie region and yet. within reach of the
beaver country. The two are thus intended to be
complementary, the one to the other.

As the whole work is slight it has not been thought
necessary to rate arguments for any fresh

iews which may have been taken in the Introduction.

T am indebted o Professor MeArthur, of Queen's Usiversity, for this act.
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Also, as several bibliographies already exist, it has been
considered unnecessary to add to their number. ~ Careful
reference to original sources, manuscript and
s been segurded s sufficient. Apart from the Journals
hompson, in the Ontario Archives, the manu-
i e h b b bl e o
in copy i the Fublic Archives of Canade, Otaws:
The edior finds this not ly . futing but » very
pleasing opportunity of expressing for himself and for
el Eaas g it ot o™ history T
the Archives their great sense of the valu
Eruiionifes i foah iarprtation oh the lm[nry
of our nation and in  very specal way the debtedness
d his associates for the
their

ed,

(5 no e il o . Doehs
generous way in which the e
care is placed at the scholar’s disposal.




INTRODUCTION

The term Canadian North West brings to our minds
« vision of a wide expanse of prairie,—mile upon mile
of the golden gleam of wheat in the carly autumn. Not
so with the traders of the North West Company. To
them the North West was a region of lake and stream
and forest, the home of the beaver and the otter and the
silver fox. In truth, there are two North Wests—a
of great prairies and a long forest belt.  While
the climate of the two is to all intents the same, their
Soil and their rainfall are in marked contrast. The
n, has but enough moisture for
the grasses—in modern times for wheat and the like.
It extends, roughly, to the valley of the Northern
Saskatchewan. The second region lies between this
and the height of land of the Churchill and the Mackenzie
Rivers, facing the Arctic Ocean. Its moisture is such
that it is, as has bccn said, a land of forest, lake and

stream. one vast belt of woods running, so far
asweare L‘oncen\c(l‘fmm Grand Portage and Fort William
on tLaks d

Manitoba, beyord the lower Saskatchewan, the Churchill
and the Athabasca and Peace Rivers to the Rockies.
Its streams afforded the fur-trader his means of trans-
portation; its lakes abounding in fish provided his sus
tenance—often his only sustenance—as he plied his
trade; its denizens, the beaver in the crecks, that great
fish-cater, the otter, on the large rivers and on the lakes,
and the silver fox in its darkest depths ga im a harvest
of furs precious almost as gold. This, the fur-trader’s
North West, was in very truth the Eldorado of his dreams.
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The first European to suspect its existence was Pier
e e e
Médard C) huu'u-l called des Groseilliers.

The destruction of the Huron villages by the Iroquois
in 1650 and the flight of their people to the west of the
even it would appear to the valley
of the Mississippi—was a great blow to the French fur
trade, for the tribes cast of the lakes were the middlemen,
transmitting the furs of the North West to the French
settlements on !.l\c st Lawrence. But it proved to be
the means of leading the French to the greatest of the
Bl it

““Yett if [the Hurons] has th

n former dayes they have had,
should mot. go farthes with eur heads [rulers] except
we hud a strong army. Those great lakes had not
30 suone comed to our knowledge if it had not been
for those brutish people. two men had not found out
the truth [mm[ of the: cape;  the
e could nul .h.c What terror doth

at the end. "—Vm/aqﬁx, b
Tn 1654, old Tndian of nm French assembled at
Michilimakinac in euﬁ.m-.\e numh('rx to venture the
voyage to Three Riy St Lawrence with their

toer o i e e
theTroquois. Two French Iml;lyn- inthe
above quotation from Radisson’s Voyages, returned to the
Upper Country with them. Hereafter the hidoriieo
Tiie

e ey ke

by Indians from Michilimaki

ac in a somewhat unsteady

! , Chouart and Rad

on the search for the S i the
ar as they re-

s
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lurncd When they came to the parting of the ways
akinac, instead of going to the North West,
iy tlnd o coupmom b e ol
Green Bay on Lake Michigan. Radisson seems even
to have visited fugitive Hurons on the Mississipy
possibly the first European to touch its waters
In this sojourn in the Upper Country, Radisson did
R g L e e
barred him from acees e Crees who were the real
B imuan s i o T
to the French came mostly from the north. Moreover,
he got to know Crees and heard from them of the “Bay
of the North”. Accordingly, when he took his furs
down to the St. Lawrence, he was already determined
to return and penetrate into this country. During b
sojourn on Lake Superior in the years 1661-1663 and
while on his journey beyond it, if he cannot be said with
certainty to have reached the arm of Hudson Bay,
known as James Bay, he at least came to know the true
beaver country. His companion throughout had been
Chouart. The two adventurers returned to the St.
Lawrence, the happy possessors of furs worth 70,000
livres, but they had penetrated to the North West without
a license from the Governor, indeed forbidden of him
to go. Hence a succession of penalties in the shape of
e nmuuntmg in all to 24,000 livres, The issue of
this . as Radisson felt it to that he and
G ey et epon e BT i
They brought Englishmen, soon to be known under the
o T pany, by the shortest and
cheap teto the ringe of the forest homeof the beaver.
it Gawis bt Rupert River and laterat Fort York
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and other factories on the shore of Hudson Bay they
began a trade which is with us to this

However, the pol h was far from being
Wit of Rulibon, They welisel (5 5o e uto e
country or to track the furs out to their very source.
In the seventeenth century, British merchants as a
habit, if not as a conscious poli
deeply involved in ¢
Bay. Al they asked for was leave to do business, and,
given that, they shunned every possible complication
with the natives. They took good care not to have to
iers or even bodies of police.

Bay Company e
iced the Indians
o come down to trade ther fus for guis and am-
, blankets and mmk This policy, inglorious
cem and involvi a small turnover,
SoTiEE e sk I expenses and
potential liabilities. Moreover, it provided furs sufficient
for the market and avoided a break in the prices. In
truth it appears to have brought large profits and that
after all was the chief matter of concern. Of course it
presupposed a field free from competitition and the
Company was fortunate indeed in having no real rival
in the country for three-quarters of a century sa
the wars of William L1 and Marlborough
the French
their posts on Lake Superior was not essentially different
from that of the English.

The situation, however, changed when La Vérendrye,
under the guise of an explorer, entered the country.  His
plan was manifestly that of Radisson,—to seck out the
furs at their very source. We may look on the course

25
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which he and his sons and his successors followed, as
that of a group of men fecling their way into the wood
home of the beaver in order to divert the stream of f\u's
to the valley of the Lawrence and therel
a trade already threatened with decline. They emma
th orest el Grand Partage, making the fort on the
Kan They built posts in suce
atthe uleolRany Leke G S8 Bice 7310 B4 the
forms the north-west angle of the Lake of
0 osdn (Fort St. Charles, 1752), and at the mouth of
the Red River, removing later to the right bank of the
River Winnipeg near Lake Winnipeg (Fort Maurepas,
1734). Though they had promlsc(l to build a fort among
the Cree at the north end of tht ake,they were drawn
away southward by the necessity of a voyage to the
Missouri to placate the unintelligent mnbmon of the
French M ster Maurepas to force a way through to the
‘Western Sea.  Even so they veered round to the southern
edge of the forest lands when they followed the Assini-
boine and established Fort la Reine, (at our Portage la
Prairie, 1798). They resumed the true bent of their
policy in building Fort Dauphin on the stream which
flows out of the lake of that name, 1741, Fort Bourbon
on the west side of Cedar Lake not far from the Saskat-
chewan River, 1741, and finally Fort Paskoyac, at the
present Le Pas, 1745, All these last forts were in a rich
beaver region, but not as ric s the English River and
B e T BT A
Frenchmen went forward, feeling their way, it was natural
that they should pass by the comparatively small streams
running out from Pine Island Lake, but which really
were the waterway to the finest of all fur countries.
The broad and inviting stream of the Saskatchewan
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lured them on. They built a fort about two and a halt
days' journcy beyond the mouth of the Sturgeon River,
as given on Arrowsmith's map, and another, possibly
near the present Fort-a-la-Corne, about twenty miles
below the Forks of the Saskatchewan (1758)" They
must have felt that they were in the beaver country—
as indeed they were, but not in the very heart of it.

he Hudson’s Bay Company was not slow to counter
efonesie of the French fur trade. In 1754, they
Anthony Hendry from York Factory to explore the
+ituation. Ho pessed up the Garrot (Roof) River valle out
on to the great plains, ,ma.md to the Blackfoot country

Deer

i 4 i
in sight of the Rockies. e 54, o vising ground,
north of the Red Dmr Ri L‘r, l\c l\ad an extensive view
of the prairic country, “which will be the last this trip
inland”. He then drifted nurllm. stward to a branch of
the Red Deer River, (i. the Saskatchewan, which the

Assiniboines and Crees knew as the Red Deer River)’.
This branch was the Northern Saskatchewan and the
point reached was not far below Edmonton. Here he
and the Indians who had been hunting around him
built their canocs. Shorly after St. George's Day,
Aipil 25, which allsebated with g, poet

ming and feasti

ng, they started down the Th
e e e
skilled

ime it reached the first l rench

otte Rapids, some sixty miles

bt mm, had grown to sixty canoes strong. At
l, upust b,

o e e 5 et e ot 16

fions
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this post, 4 ln Corne, and at Fort Paskoyac at Le Pas,
the enticements of French brandy proved stronger than
all the promises to go down with Hendry to the factory
at the Bay, and the Indians traded many of their finest
furs. Nonetheless, when the flotilla prouseded towards
York Factory, it numbered se

The importance of Hendry's Vot ios i in
revel the wide ramifications of the English fur-
e opposition and probably from
long before. _Indians hunted beaver as far west as within
sight of the Rockies and descended the Northern Saskat-
chewan with their families to Nipawi. Here at “the
place where one stands and waits”, as the name signifies,
on the edge of the prairies where the food supply was
abundant, the families were left to await the return of
theirlords, or perhaps they drifted to the Carrot River Val-
ley where Hendry’s Indians found their people. On the
return from the Bay the dusky traders, once more with
their wives and children, wandered across the prairies,
hunting, drumming, dancing and feasting in a land of
plenty all the way to their wintering grounds in beaver
country, far up the Saskatchewan.

It has been the custom to think that the La Véren-
dryes entered an unoccupied country. This is only true
in’the sense that the English had built no forts, made

“settlements” as they were called. That the English
it T oo e Bay Company's
charter was ultimately interpreted to read, is manifest
from the La Vérendrye documents and Anthony Hendry’s
Journal. Indians from Lake of the Woods, from the
Red River and the Assiniboine, and from the Saskat-
chewan to within sight of the Rockies, frequented the
VB by L. 3. Borpe i Transetons o Repa Suty o Canade, 1908,
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forts on the Bay, trained to do so by the Merchant
Adventurers and lured by their guns and ammunition.

Itis indicative of the reluctance of the English to give
up their policy of keeping to the Bay, el by thrse
quarters of a century of success, that Anthony Hendry
A oo e s e e
from their new-found trade, but rather to persuads the

down to the Fort and get. gun

¥ Company was within sight of some
such change of method. A y less intimate and
generous than that which the pages of Duncan
M'Gillivray, because between competing hostile races,
might have now sprung up between the English and the
French furtraders but. for the Seven Years War an
the conquest of Canada by the E These turning
Dol in e et steuggle for morl empive brought thiy
opening chapter in the history of the North West to a
sudden close. The Hudson's Bay Company was given
a respite from rivals for near another score of years.
Even when the English merchants of Montre
begging for an open Indian Territory, the Company of
Adventurers was safeguarded from compettion by the
adherence of the Tmperial Government to the policy
that the Indians must come down to the forts and trade
under the eye and with the protection of the Govern-
ment’s Indian Agents.

The first English fur-trader from Montreal appeared
on the Saskatchewan in 1767. It was James Finlay,
the father of the Finlay who figures in M'Gillivray’s
Journal._He was followed by the Mr. Curric, of whom

Cocting on R houses_one M.
from Mo o o b oS
st o ading e TRt 1l i 175
e it hen 77 Ty
o' the mameipt E

Fi

' Grahain, added i ot
s cncroachoent .t esoon T semt S
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Sir Alexander Mackenzie says:—“He determined to
penelmle to the furthest limits of the French discoveries
in that country. . For this purpose he procured
guides and interpreters who were acquainted with the
country four canoes arrived at Fort Bourbon.

His risk and toil were well recompensed, for he
came back the following spring with his canoes filled with
fine furs, with which he proceeded to Canada, and was
satisfied never again to return to the Indian country.”
Voyages, p. viii

Bay Company quickly replied to this
ion by sending in Matthew Cocking (1772-3) from
York Factory to explore the situation. He passed up
the Saskatchewan, at far as Nipawi, “where the
Natives wait for their friends”, as hesays, (“ The Falls” on
Arrowsmith's map), when he began, like Anthony
Hendry, to travel u\erlnml along routes followed by
the Tndian fur-traders. try of “hillocks,
with short gras, low willows and ;vumh in places” and
‘the Indians told him that in winter the buffalo were
plenty there, which was eonfirmed by the quantity of
dung on thc ground”. He crossed the South Branch of

e River Saskatchewan near the edge of the wooded
region, pmlml)ly at Gardepuy's Crossing, of after times,
and near the later sites of the Forts on the South Branch
mentioned by Duncan M'Gillivray as being attacked
by the Gros Ventres. He penctrated, like Anthony
Hendry, into_the prairies between the two branches of
the river as far as the country of the Rapid Indians,
(also called Fall Indians and Gros Ventres). Then he

o st )

invas

‘ wondertul year

757 i sccur i the T of tho hesnsed to 5o to
SN D, oy Tale, and Lake ofthe Wosdo,
Lt e rematotd o Luke Sopbror i 7t
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crossed from the Eagle Hills into the land north of the
Saskatchewan, turning eastward. He finally built canoes
for his return journey on the edge of the woods near the
later Fort Carlton, or perhaps Hudson’s House of Arrow-
smith’s map. While Cocking was on his way down the
Saskatchewan, thc Hudson’s Bay Committee in London
decided to give time-honoured policy of waiting
for the Indians to brl ing their furs to the Forts on the Bay
and to send Samuel Hearne to establish a post at Basquia
(Le Pas of to-day) with Mr. Cocking. It may be assumed
that it was Cocking who determined the site at a stra-
tegical point on Pine Island Lake where the waterway
River and Athabasca comes down to

The Indians north of this point
were to go to Fort Churchill as of yore, but should they
tun to trade with the enemy on the Saskatchewan they
would be intercepted by the servants of the Company
and induced to do their business with their old friends
and creditors come inland to meet them. The fort
built with ti in view was Cumberland House.
The Factor was Samuel Hearne, and with him was
Matthew Cocking. The year was 1774, (Hearne had
recently returned from his discovery of the Coppermine
River.)

It was none too soon. In that very year Mr. Joseph
Frobisher from Montreal penetrated into the English River
nandintercepted the Indians on th
More honourable than himself, the savages were reluctant
to trade with the furs which were due the Company for

o Vork was head
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debts contracted, but at last, he had his way with them.

In 1775, Alexander Henry, t] Ider, also from Montreal,

probably accompanied by Mr. J. B. Cadotte, an old French

fur-trader, was on the way to the Saskatchewan. Ashe

travelled, he was joined by Mr. Peter Pond, “a trader of
inthe Wes !

by Joseph and Thomas Frobisher,and a Mr. Patterson’,
(partner of James MeGill, Montreal). Together they
passed out of the Saskatchewan into Pine Island Lake.
At Cumberland House, Mr. Samuel Hearne was away.
Mr. Cocking was in charge. Here the canoes separated.
Mr. Pond retraced his steps and wintered on Lake
Dauphin. Mr. Cadotte, after whom probably the rapids
called Cadotte on the more recent survey map were called,
went to Fort des Prairies on the Saskatchewan near the
present Fort 2 la Corne, some twenty miles below the
Forks. Messrs. Frobisher and Henry “sleclcd (or lhc
Churchill or Missinipi to the east of Bea
We may note that the meat at their fort, built in the A
of the forest, was beaver and bear meat, but aboveall fish
Mr. Cocking at Cumberland House, we are told, sub-
sisted wholly on
In Januarv, Mr Henry returned to Cumberland
House and tramped through the snow up the frozen
Saskatchewan to Fort des Prairies, where Mr. Cadotte
was now trafficki Henry was greatly struck by the
fare at this fort in contrast with what he had been cn-
during in the forest belt.
“At Fort des Prairies T remained several days
hospitably entertained by my friends who covered
their tables with the tongues and marrow of wild

X e the Canadian Arcive ithot e bt Bl amang

the 1773 Tenien ‘ndicaes that @ fur” tad 'to b anted

o deimes, Mo and Charkes atlerion 15”51 to Grand Fortage with e
e Value of U goods was £2000
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buls (Gbufale). The quantity of pros hich
found collected there exceeded mr,u.mg of
o prevm\u]\' formied & motion.  In oe
heap, T saw ity ton of bee, o fat that men could
reely find a sufficiency of
T Had come to sec the Plain The Plains
the river Pasquaval l\c]ectl\c won, Sas-
catchiwaine, o S| n, above Fort
el e e ek el
P. 2756,
In fact Henry was in a different North West. We need
ot follow him on his visit to lhc A<s|n|boines out on the
prairies, any more than to t hes e was
greatly struck with the St o7 s o and of
the necessaries of life among the Indians of the Pl
“They [the Assiniboine:
the mlurn to Fort des
nd provisions for trinl
mn R G Northern Indians
dis pm of the harvest of tho cha m,
the principal purchases ies:  but,
he Gsinipoilles wre les (lep('mh‘n[ o our merchan’
e, "The wild ox alone supplis them with every-
thing w ceuston
hide nl tlus animal, when .mwl furmishes soft
or the woien; and, ¢
i ﬂuh ku TR
sinews  affor ring nd even_ the
paunch . pn)\'l(h‘( “them with that, important
utensil, the kettle. The amazing numbers of
these animals prevent all fearof want; a ich
is incessantl present to the Indians of the ot
Thid p.

The Ferl des Prairies of this time was sufficiently
important to merit the insertion of Henry's description
of it.

tinued with us [on
ries . . . selin theie
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“Fort des Prairies . . . is built on the mas
of the Tasquayah or Sescatchiwaine, which ver
is here two hundred yeards across, and flows at the
depth of thirty fect below the level of its banks
The fort has an area of about an acre, which is
stockade, though formed only of
poplar or aspencwood.such as the cou ny alfords.
Tt has two_gates, which flly overy
vening and has usually. from ity & Gk e
for it de

« diflerent interes ruggling for the
Tadl ot the St e e P
they had this year agreed to join their stock anc

when the b i Rl e
This - arrangement beneficial to  the
e 20.

The presence of these interests combined as one on
the Saskatchewan in 17756 was followed very soon by
the establishment of a fort by the Hudson’s Bay Company
farther up the river to cut off the Indians above from
“the pedlars”, as the Englishmen called them. The

e oo anithe mort el of Whe e e (o
miles above the present Prince Albert, on the border
of the forest area and the prairies, like the rival fort
below. It was somewhere near the point where Mr.
Cocking had made his canoes for the return voyage:
The builder of the post, called after an employee, Hudson's
House, was Mr. Philip Turnor. The time seems to be
1776 and 1777. T s0, Mr. Turnor had for his neighbour
and rival at Sturgeon River, a little farther down the
Saskatchewan, no less a_ person than Peter Pond, map-
maker and murderer as he proved himself to be later—
the most enigmatical of all the fur adventurers of the
West. Mr. Turnor, who was a surveyor to the Hudson's
Bay Company and teacher of surveying to David Thomp-
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art of the river. No doubt his v\ork

son, surveyed thi
ek et inithe map of Areoemily, s part o
is reproduced at the end of this volume.

With the fragmentary evidence to hand it is difficult
to picce together into a consistent picture what was
happening on the Saskatchewan in the ~subsequent
years. It seems evident, however, that as beaver became
scarce in one part of the river, the forts were moved up
to the next beaver region. The buffalo they had always
with them to the south on the park grass-lands which

£, 30 0 12y, the froge of i gret forest belt, and
Bore s ity erds. In 1780, the
traders were at the Eagle Hills, i Alamaner Henry,
the younger, says were then good beaver country
Mr. Cole was at Fort Montagne d'Aigle (Hagle Tills
Fort), which David Thompson’s itinerary places nine
miles below the Battle River and on the north side.
MGillivray's Journal shows that Peter Pangman had
0 7 G (e T T e T e
Mitchell Oman’s account, to be quoted below, tells us
that the Hudson’s Bay Company too had taken up a
position in the Eagle Hills, along with two rival Canadian
traders.

We find now a definite hostility among the Prairie
Tndians towards the fur-traders. It is in contrast with
the happy relations of earlier days and suggests mishand-
ling of the savages on the part of the Whites. Alex-
ander Henry, the younger, who, by the o s the
nephew of the Henry whom we hav nd

who came iato this country in 1606, i sum of
Eagle Hills Fort,

808. Sep. 9.—Passed old Fort Montagne
ke & ey o ot s o e tmiaton
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N. side. This is the place where the traders who
nnlercd in 1770.60 had o battl with U
the sping of 1780, when one of tho traders waskiled
i b e e oo i
The raders wers obliged to abandon their property
merey of the Indians, who pillsged and

el

Sir Alexander qunm refers to the mishandling
of the savages very explicitly.

“These [successes in the Athabasea regions]
however, were bu dvantages and could not
prevent the people of la from sceing the im-
proper conduct of some of their associates, which

ndered in any longer among

the natives.  Most of them who passed the winter
chivine, got to the Eagle hills where,
in the spring of the year 1780, a few days previous
to thelr itended departure, e AT
being engaged in drinking about their houses, one
the traders, to case himself of the troublesome
importunities of a native, gave him a dose of laudu-
20 o glas of gros, which effcetually proveated
him from giving trouble to any one, by setting him
asleep for ever. This accident. produced a fray,
in which one of the traders, and several of the men,
were killed, while the rest had no means to save
themselves but by & preisitate ight, abandoning
nsider: f g near half the
R R e A
and sprin
e About, the same time, to establibments: in
S e s st
el e e T e
Todians were killed. " In short, & appeared, that

iy Jousl b e b by o uer e s New Lk
on he oy i) T Grisr Nohct
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the natives had formed a resolution to extirpate

the traders; entering into any further
2o on'the subject, i it appears inc
Trovertibie, that the irtegularity b e

o the trade has brought 1t iib it present forlorn
situation; and nothing but the greatest calami
that could have beallen the na aved the
traders from des s e small pox
which spread its Rt e pover,

consumes the dry grass e B
Voyages, pp. xiii-xiv.

Sir Alesander Mackenzie goes on to describe the de-
Solating effects of the scourge upon the Indians and upon
BRI e | e ord eehlic |
by David Thompson in his Nar
Stalsi i i il Ousan, a sarvant of the Hudsoa's
Bay Company, who went through it all himself.

“The great Tribes of the Plains were only known

by name o the traders; and th stateof the country

Yo mo. by some oM furr traders, and

)nmculnrly by Mitchell Oman, a native of the

ey Islunds. who had been soveral years in the

Hudso 12 was without education

s e ey

nquisiive, with  very retentive memory. Ot
imes he said:—

“%'Our stuation was by no means pleasant, the
Indians were very mumerous, and ithorgh by fur the
grater part bekiaved wel, ‘and were kindly to us
ot 2108 st ire ill almags be | bad

and Lo protect i ah
et & respectable ahef to stay with and as
trading,and prevent asmuch as possibl the emands

Men; there were two houses from Canada,
LM e his
precaution got into @ quarrel and was shol
hext year, we went up the River about 35

miles
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above Cumberland house and built a trading house

sated on the lel. ban of the River, whereit passes

thmugh the: northem part of the great Plains, which

.dus from being wholly among e Nahathaways'

und allowed the lmh.ms o{ll\cl lmm lo!mde with us,
a.

d the houses of Canada. our situation
Was critieal, and_ required e prudence. the
following year, as ustal, we went to Factory

with the furrs, .ml returned with goods for the

ccccded about 160 miles up the
Fiver o the Bale Hoi, where we saw the first camp
and some of the people siting on the beach to cool

i murk. of the small pox, w
recovering, and T could not help saying, gy thankk hesven
we shall now get_relief the
Jeash Hea of the desolation this dreadiul disease
we went up_ the bank to the camp
and loclked into the tonts, in many of i they
were all dead, and the stench was hor

Tt semasmad had pitched their teats about 200

coy e with s, fow of ty
uined strength to hunt. whi them alive.
Fi at we could learn thm-hlths e disd undes
this discase;, nearly o

e bud expected o fnd e
wante ead of which they had not enough f m
B Thcv informed us, that as far as t
knew, s were in the same dreadia
state, as tlmm:chcs and that we had nothing to
expest from them

© pro up the River with heavy hearts,
o e L B
gave us plenty of Provisions for the voyage to our

TCren
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wintering ground. When we arrived at the House
instead of a crowd of Indians to welcome us, all
was sol ry silence, our hearts. (mled us. There was.
no Indian to hunt before the Indians fell
isions had been collccted
upon which we had
subsist, unhl .IL lcngtlz 4\\:\ Indians with their
nd hunted for us. These informe
us, that lln- Imlnl\s o( lhc forest had beaver mhex
e 0 were spread o
e e e e e
a new blanket and that by pm\;: to the te
would render a service to those that were ‘
furnishing them with Inhuom nmmumuon and a
few other necessarics art of
the winter was empl Io yee e Imllnw lmrly dead,
and not tlc:lro»cd l)v the Wolves and Dogs, for
both devoured them, we laid logs over them to pre-
ven mals. ]
l‘mm thc bl\'. information this d\%caw was
caught by the Chipay d
the Sieus (of the l’la

by ies
plc, e earing their clothes.
Thcy Bl it o the disease and i dneadel

o Chipaways, it extended over all
Indians of the forest to jts northward extremi
In

rtior hildrer

to bear the heat of the fever um, rushed into.the
rivers and lnkcs to cool themselves, and the

grenter part thus perished.” pp. :MU 3.
he Chipeways or Saulteurs had their home about
e Saalt St M b b taread st thoonih
the forest and lake region, which is the present Minnesota.
They were now spreading into the buffalo plains north-
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ward to the Red River, and M Gillivray reports bands as

p as Le Pas and Nepawi, on the Saskatchewan.
This would explain their pnssing the epidemic on to
Forest Indians. The Sious on the prairies to the south
would pass it on to the e Tndians, who t this time
were on the upper reaches of the Missouri. These, in
turn, gave it to the Piegans and Blackfeet.

This dire scourge, by decimating the population and
taming its spirit, musthave greatly reduced the menace
which the multitude of the Indians of the Plains con
stituted for the fur-traders, but the reader of M'Gillivray’s
Journal will note that the adventurers of his day still
stood in dread of the swarms which from time to time
came to their forts.

Many influences were at work forcing the traders to
unite—the menace of the Indians, the failure of the
harvest of furs after the epidemic for lack of hunters, the
fierce competition among themselves, and especially the
pressure of rivalry with such a strong organization as the
Hudson’s Bay Company, for it was ever present, as the
pages of the Journal show. Even the difficulty of getting
provisions up from Detroit for the canoes in and out from
Grand Portage was a factor. On account of the War of
Independence the Government excluded all but its own
ships from the lakes and maintained a rigid control of
all movement of goods. It would be far easi
recognized company to get permits and transportation
for their goods than for an individual trader who
as the military authoriti
enemy.  Under these con
the traders felt it wis
seen that competition in the Interior, accompanied as it
was by plentiful outpouring of rum, was demoralizing
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to the natives, and in itself bad businesss for the Whit,
Hence attempts at union—as for instance in 177
Fort des Praiica et the time of Alesander Honey's vst
Tn 1778 Peter Pond and other traders, particularly the

Frobishers, on the English River, pooled their wares in

imilar manner, and Pond, representing them all, went
with goods to erect an establishment in the Athabasca
county Ta 1770 he s of Michlmekinne plaeod
their goods in a common or “General Store”. In that
year also nine distinet |||[c|c§[s ('nlcm(l into an agree-
‘ment for united business for one year. In this w.
trade of the North West was becoming the common
property of the traders. This proving successful, the
next year a similar agreement was entered into—this
time for three years. But the temporary nature of these
arrangements left room for individual traders to mani-
pulate the trade with a view to the possible ending of
co-operation. At the close of two years this last agree-
ment broke down. The exclusion of Mr. Peter Pangman
from the next attempt at union suggests that he was the
chief source of trouble, and Peter Pond probably was
acting with However, one year of the old un-
restricted competition, and, no doubt, the diminished
supply of furs due to the epidemic of small pox brought
the lesson of unity home. In January, 1784, a general
agreement was once more arranged to last for five years,
and Ilve North West Company was formed. Peter
an, was not included, and Peter Pond was
disatiafied with the share aloted to bim. Pangman
secured the support of Gregory, McLeod & Co., who
G opposition to the united trade
This firm sought out the most pushful men available,
and it is worthy of remark that it was they who chose
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out and sent to the North West the two Mackenzies—
Alexander and his cousin Roderick. ~ Alexander had been
in the service of the Company at Montreal, and was now
at Detroit engaging in the fur trade. He was sent out

English River, and had under him his
Montreal the

“the

cousin Roderick, who had only arrived
year before. After what Alexander describes as
Severest struggle ever known in that part of the worl
both sides agreed to unite. In fact all seemed to have
grown alarmed at a rivalry which had issued in the murder
of Mr. Ross, of the Gregory-McLeod interests, by Peter
Pond, of the North West Company, in the unpoliced
woods of Athabasca. Hushed by the frenzy of the deed,
all the competitors hastened to prevent its recurrence by
the union of their business for seven years. Thus at
last the full-fledged North West Company came into
existence (1787
The union of all et e from Montreal in one
company only intensified the rivalry between the Cana-
dians and the Lngllsl\mcn Wherever the one company
built or occupied a fort, the other settled in its immediate
EER G least in a_position of advantage
vals. From Mitchell Oman's account
ghven above it would appear that in 1770-80 there vere
two Canadian posts in the Eagle Hills and a Hudson’s
ay house with them. We may argue that such a body
of traders in so restricted a beaver country would soon
“ruin it” in the sense in which the fur-trader used the
term. Accordingly, we find Mitchell Oman next year
going farther up the river—he estimated it 350 miles
above Cumberland House—and establishing a “ Bucking-
House”, the first of that name and to be distin-
guished from the post which lay across the gully from
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ron Geurgc Oman puts the Eagle Hills 150 miles
er”, which we take to mean above the Forks,
cable Nbu askatchewan.  As the Forks are about 175
miles from Cumberland House, the Eagle Hills would be
about 325 miles u this first Buckingham House
would be about 25 miles further on. The fur-trader's

by assuming that it would have the next
country™ in view, viz., the valley of the Battle River.
We would expect to find it not very far beyond the
mouth of that river, the site of the present Battlcford.
An old official map places “an old fort” nine miles as
one flies beyond the Battle River and five miles below Jack
Fish River,which would benear the bridge of theCanadian
National Railway crossing the river. This fort is altogeth-
er unaccounted for. May it have been Oman’s post ?

The North West Company would not leave the rival
company to reap the harvest alone. They built Turtle
Fort' one and a half miles below the river of that name
and on the south bank of the Saskatchewan. The site
would be about four miles due cast from Delms, on the
n 1784 Edward Umfreville, an old Hudson’s
Bsy servant, now a Northwester, was cutting off the furs
above even this point. He gives us |II: position from the
point where the two branches of the
below. This would be about 120 n Iex above the Battle
River and d perhaps 5 miles beyond Onman's Post. David
Thompsor nerary would place l||n| about 12 miles
from Yort Tit o the sivie

o

ey, the younger, describes it as “old
eing M.m.u i e T : v,. o xh:mﬂmu

e o i P AR Fuan
o e o nly S0 e s ot S 12 s o
Spposte
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In 1786 the Hudson’s Bay Company’s servant,
William Tomison, M'Gillivray's neighbour to be, and
lately of Lower Hudson's House, moved farther
up the river and built Manchester House at the
point indicated on Arrowsmith’s map. Tt was
then the farthest post westward occupied by the English
Compan; about 40 miles below Unmfreville. The
post could still tap the furs of the Battle River valley.
Deyic Thom o ncy iows s exlires and ograpl
cal astronomer, was with him, and passed across the
PRIzS105 e Fisgans i Hasigled e niain e
with whom he wintered. His
bodied in his Narratire in the chapters on the “Plai
Tndians”. At some date immediately before o after this
the North West Company built Fort de 'Tsle—the Pine Is-
land Fort of M'Gillivray’s Journal. It was quite near
Manchester House, on an island ora peninsula (presqu'isle,
hence the name), on the east bank of the river, about half a
mile north of the entrance of The Big Gully into the
Saskatchewan'.

About 1788 Thompson returned to Manchester House
and descended the river to winter at Lower Hudson's
House, on the north e T
above Prince Albert, b replace Turnor's (upper)
Hudson’s House, by the Wi Tt figures in
MGillivray’s Journal. He then went down to Cumber-
land House, where he studied surveying under Philip
r we have already
t Company, in
the person of Peter Pangman, were exploring the fur

resources of the dis Upper Saskatchewan.  Tn 1790

oo s ot s St e i Noveber, 1027, W e
s e S o i
Seeetiryof the North Wen itk i 1 vt
S B el 03 i s o e s e it caogh 0
Five e of the o of the nkeior f
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Pangman put his mark on a tree within sight of the
Rockies. It became a landmark under the name of
“Mr. Pangman’s tree”. It was three miles above the
later Rocky Mountain House.

David Thompson did not come up the river again

4l 1793, On October Sth he passed upward from Cum-
berland House, arriving at the Forks of the Saskatchewan
on the 15th.  After three days’ travel, (that would bring
him sixty or seventy miles) up the southern stream,
he reached the Hudson’s Bay Company’s pos
the South Branch House.
Peter Fidler, surveyor of the tud
52° 53/, which would be e Gordesists
Crossing, in fact where Arrowsmith places it vaguely on
hismap.  Not far from it was a North West post bearin
the same name. These are the forts referred to in
Duncan M'Gi 's Journal as being attacked by the
Gros Ventres. Doubtless the people at “The South
Branch”” were not without the usual sense of dread which
the traders knew as they faced the Indians of the Plains,
for the fort was on the borderland of the prairies.

When the traders came to the Plains they were wont
to escape from the tedium of the journey by canoe by
taking to horse-back and EE o e
to provide fresh meat for the the brigade. We
shall od Dinean M Gillveay sn dofng at T é
(from the French monter, to mount a horse), near the
later Fort Carlton, on the Northern
against the South Branch House.

now took to horse and hunted and rode all the way t
Manchester House, which he reached on October 25th.
We may assume that the country about this post had

already been “ruined”, for both companies had built
forts farther up within the reach overland of the “strong

it
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woods” of Beaver River and the upper valley of the
Battle. Accordingly, Thompson passes on to the Buck-
ingham House of this time, which he reached on October
Slst. He gives its position as latitude 53° 52' 77 N.,
where it placed on Arrowsmith’s map. The boats
e e e e e
near Battle River, and the goods had to be brought to
the fort on horses. Alongside of Buckingham House
stood the North West Fort George,' the scene of M'Gil-
livray's activities during the winter of 1794-5, described
in the Journal. Here Thompson, probably with Mr.
PNAn T KT, et the wiies (IVSh)
keeping, as usual, a meteriological register, taking obser-
vations ov longitude and latitude and working out his
former traverses by latitude and departure” (J. B.

Our knowledge of Fort George, de indeed of the
whole valley of the Saskatchewan at this time, islargely
Bt e (i AT
MacDonald of Garth, Duncan M'Gillivray's friend and
companion, whom we must now introduce to the reader.
It will make greatly for the comprehension of our Journal
if we travel through the North West hither and thither
seeing things with John MacDonald’s eyes. As an old
‘man in his eighties MacDonald dictated his reminiscences
for the benefit of his grandchildren. We are often teased
by his successive fightings with beast and man when so
much of greater importance could have heen said. None-
theless we are gnmm for the occasional breadth of view
~The site of F s in 34 s, of Sec. 24, Township 56,

Rt Vo' g e WO o T e
o ek e e

e o Mocdonald o dscentant; o photstt copy
is in the Pl Archives o o e b bl s B
Boungeos d i Compagnis s Nord wes, v




JOURNAL OF DUNCAN M'GILLIVRAY

of his remarks and for the many facts and the glimpses
of scenery embodied in his boastful account of himself
He begins by tracing the descent of the MacDonalds
from a family co-cval with “old Noah” and which
escaped from the flood like the patriarch himself, but in
a boat of its own grandfather came from the
Bracs of Lochaber and was, of course, descended from the
Lords of the Isles, and, it might be taken for granted,
fought at Culloden Moor. ~ His father had been an officer
in the 84th Highlanders, and he himself would have
entered the army but, because of his crippled right arm—
hence his name among the voyageurs, “bras croche”—}

was reduced to exercising his courage on the distant
banks of the Saskatchewan. As his father’s place was
at Garth, near Callander, in Scotland, and there were
other MacDonalds of the name of John even ther
Northwest, he has come to be known as John MacDonald
of Garth. His grand-uncle, General Small, met Simon
McTavish, agent of the North West Company, in a
friendly way, and subsequently bound John as Clerk to
that Company for a definite number of years, a condition
being that at the end of his “servitude™ he was to get a
share in_the “concern”. On the 19th of April, 1791,
John sailed from Greenock in the good ship Quebec.
We omit the story o e challenge to a ducl on board the
Landed ai. Quebec he found Mr. McTavish just
rrived before him, “who took great care of me”. The
lad arrived in Montreal on June 5th “in a calash”.
About June 15th, 1791, he left La Chine “under the
patronage of $ cTavish Esqr. in a large birch
canoe, manned by fourteen choice Voyageurs & our Cook
—from amongst a crowd of friends & Spectators who
were there to witness our departure ally he crossed

v
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Lake Superior in this frail bark and reached Grand
Portage.
“At Grand Portage there were great rejoicings
at Mr. McTavishes arival. S
there from the interior as
Montreal who conducted that bnmch of the business,
he tout ensemble seemed stra
stay of perbaps  fornight l\crc. i had a quarrel with
lerk,a large Englishman . ohn, we may
Tmention, was quite small,)
“T was nppnmlcd to be under the care of Angus
o an excelent Trader & o man “lxo managed
n & Indians well and a kind Bur
We started in hi canoe—a much smalles sise llmv\
the canoes from La Chine until we overtool
Brigade of oaded Canoss that hnd feft Fort Char.

absence, The guide, one Antyme, took great care

Thus Jobn MacDorald joumneyed to Cumberland
House where the Athabasca canoes with Alexander
Mackenzie, already the discoverer oI e Mackeasie
River to the Arctic Ocean, and soon to gaze upon the
tidal waters of the Pacific, joined hie brigade. Mac-
Donald made his way to “Isle 4 la Crosse, so named as
being a famous resort to the Indians in playing this
favorite Game” and thence by the Beaver River, which
figures in M'Gillivray's Journal, being north of Fort
George, to Lac d'Orignal, Moose Lake,’ where decp in
i he vt o e S
S el o

Apout thirty-two miles north and s it west of Fort George. Tt was
south of the Heaver Rive.
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the forest belt he spent the winter of 1791-2 under Mr.
Shaw.

Tn the spring MacDonald of Garth, with his chief,
went with the brigade to Grand Portage. Alexander
Mackenzie had received a recommendation of John from
s grand-uncle, General Small, and offered him a place
on his expedition across the Rockies to the Pacific, but
i) o e o e,
his reluctance, finally declined.

MacDonald’s orders this year were to take the
brigade back as far as Isle I Crosse, hand it then over
10 a fellow-clerk named Graeme, and proceed rapidly to
Lac d'Orignal and thence across country to the Saskat-
chewan to join Mr. Shaw at his new post, Fort George.
Mr. James Finlay, the son of the Finlay whom we have
already met, was to be in the same department, lower
down, at Fort de Tsle, the Pine Island Fort. mentioned
above.

“I had not been many days at [Lac dOrignal]
when I was rej m iced to see on the opposite point in
e the arival of a couple [of] men & an Indian
woman as Guide to them with each a Horse and one

speaking of Mr.

s men and at the

jons. A darker shade is

thrown in by a note in the Selkirk Papers, which describes

him as “enterprising but dissipated”. Mr. Shaw had

proceeded with the canoes up the Saskatchewan and was
Wol 1 p. 187

i
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building the new post some 100 miles above Manchester
House and Pine Island Fort in a country whose beaver
were still untouched.
iAfer thyee or four i Woods we
s e ¢ guide
told me to follow an Indian tral which was per-
ciptible. Irodealongand metan Indian Hunteronmy
ath. He stood till within a certain distance, laid
down his gun on the grass as much as to say, (secing
e bo_y as it were) Do not be afraid, He pointed

Y e i ous sixty men, puting up

ouses & erecting Stockades for Safely & their
utual

Thus T was as by enchantment tmnspnrled Trom

Rivers & Lakes, {rom Portages & ‘0ods to

an unknown region of the finest b n
Eort was upon the margn of a fine ock of
Pine—upon ing r Bank mlh o achls

e l‘mm—mlh Banks in that place
of Strong Woods for perhaps a mile in Breadth &
Wen!v in length nlnng Qhe River, as it were a Shelter

the_different kinds of Deer, particularly the
Moose Deer.”

John MacDonald of Garth has a fine sense of the
picturesque. Of all who have described the Saskatche-
wan of those days none felt its lordliness as he.

[1795] “In May we made all due preparation in

puting canoes in ordermaking Batieuus, making

~and packing Furs—& by the 150h were all

ready to embark for our rendes-vous at Grand

Portage —all aflal upon the Grand Saskatcheyan,

then at high water from the melting of Snows from

the Roeky Mountains & ull its tributary streams.

It was a Grand Sight to me to see such a_Grand
e e

‘many grizle Bears on its Banks feeding & crossing in
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such numbers that e often ot our canocs amongst
them & shot hundreds without need. There lay
sometimes up\\.nds of a thousand dead on some low
point drowned while crossing in Spring on the ice &
washed ashore.  Amongat them were to be seenoften
the Bears mdmg upon the carcases. We, of course,
thot 5 s 25 wees reguined.for our omh 1200 &
took on board as much as would feed us while it kept
fresh and good, generally until we got to Lac Vo
i we took while wegot the Buffoes enough o lst s
o the Pravien o (e

time was given t vmuh them & nets
We afe to Cunberland Depot, De-
posited the Pemic e Norther
Departments where aiie of thelkind can be ‘uch
the usu i supply; care
e to proo\u\- a sufficient quantum
ceed without low
to

was taken if p
tojenable all the Brigades t

lupplv G R
oo & stop the Trade, Tt s wisely
Provide

at the entrance of Riv

Winipeg—now
Ve leit Cumberl nd gencraly 2nd June & made
our way in ful spirts & health to head Quarters,

where Il luulrc cases we met the thllemcn
EMenral 1
absence. The men were always regaled with plenty
t on artival of Bread & Pork—an unusual
diet—& oup) to koo merry; there

cup
wore usually about 6 or § hundred men on the ground
on a Summers total
“We regaled gcncmuy about a couple fof] weeks
—when we noted, refitted, made up our crey

e Cumbrlnd Tous of the X.W. Co was bt that smer, s
MG on . Oian P, Chtadid
i
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prepared to rclum to wxmev each to his own allotted
Department u pointed Burgeois & Clerks
for another (-.nmpal"nc T remembes mothing, une

common on this Voyage. We got safe to our winter

quartcrs Wi, Shaw to.the new establishment named
Fort George & Finlay at Fort do Ll This
season I first met Mr. Hughes. ... He stopped
Pm\nleunallv with Mr. I‘mlu & ‘ was to have
wintered at Fort, George with, Mo

in Novr. an
me i cmm \Ir Finlny wanting
pre ounted onbest
wax had hroke ouk in Surir, between the
prairie Crees & the Tribe of Mandans & Fall Indians
in,the Misisour._ Several had been et both
sides. The Missisouri Ind t the
e ey e R W
chewon' determited war upan them also. v
killed an old man who went to the Plains to look
s not known it who conitted

tribe: when a numerous band of
those tribes came to "Mr. Finlay under pretence of
Tra e Fort being on an Island, a boat was
mployed B except
T Borsca v hich was left behind under the care of
Some Boys. When all erossed they as usual walked
into the Fort & began after a short time to T
What litle they hads when they began to be insolent

‘Gillvray, as bis Joural shows, was at the Fort. this wioter,
o have een two clusses of horses on the prai
horces ek salions s o bl o5 the o Kin, - o o

Tovne o Mac Dol e sontrad i e G
“The remedy aimed a1 by the ater was to plander o
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Mr. Finlay soon perceived their intentions to over.
power himself and men, & murder them & lhenl
plllx;,e the goods,  Thi was at st pparet o al
Ir. Finlay was too great a Coward k
e steps lho _they told him thev had
kxllcd his Old Man', saying he would pacify_them
by presents, when \1. llugh though a Novice
“To arms men—when
is own arms. um ‘men followed his mmpk.
T sceing his resolution fled out of the
sl malle wiany s oa i
[ughrx & his men followed & fired
&it is supposed some were killed. Thus Mr. Hughes
s brave o fllow (\\}ucl\ Toften experienced sinee)
< pro-

perty by b  darhig condue
G Al e a Dreakiam i

s it express was brought Lo us at Fort

Though youthful—1 wuld not. refrain my disqust

i nlay sl

men to have allowed

le angry with me, Mr.
Partner, he tImULl\L a Boy like me
ought not to take such liberty aid, Jou sy
too much m & man. prepare yoursel (6 be off
with that espress th two days. No appeal to this
1 prepared and little time was required. The 3rd
day we loft « Back-very baly clothed or
e cold Javs of Novr. & only one
Blanket under our

““In the mean time, Mr. Shaw was informed that
@ new party had got e parts of the Sas-
Katehewan from Montreal in opposition in the Fu
R e el
his instructions to me to go first to Mr. Finlay's
which was in my way, & then to proceed to Sturgeon
River'in the lower “parts where the sppasition had

i, (. AGiliveay's S, 5

ot ot g e e . 1 ot o the Stareon
River, L T s T b 5
e My Souse, devihs 58 ok (Cone e . 45
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stopped to winter with a Band of Indians. Then
t a few more from the nearest Settlement &
an assistant orInterpreter & to erect some Chantics
& toloppese with il my might—& with little ex-
ience 'rl..«  appos ion.
it Settle unent was about
uj ll\c llo\\ Ilnvﬂ or South Branch of Lhe iulmt-
Fewan under charge of o Clrk a clever man bt
too fond of a Glass: {rom this gentleman T got. the
Interprter fathiall porson & ten men, with the
necessary tools, goods, ete
S \\c put up the Chantie Store, etc., &
sed the winter in broils often. My opponent
Being an old experienced Trader—Mr. David Grant.
It may not be out of the way to mention that in
bslul.ﬂ.lon: as customary before
¢ getting a glass & cakes, um o nf ll\c Bullys
r:munh-ymg my age as notl n fi purposel
Shot. s Tomebrs through my, window L of coueas
ot enraged & challenged him to single combat
with ow this was a check upon him ever after.
1794
“I begin every year with every Spring, i.c., with
the commencement of every \o)agc, our several
trips |, ng cal led in French Voyage
ing 1708, then T was prepared for Mr.
G e Department with
his Iargc nr o
up ¢ made his appearance in
due llmr &. .111' pmrc('dul to Cumberland Depot &

oD Grant v i the No

i
Ll Company e iy (1
sl e o ol
reattd e nown o S N o the .- Commpans
o g o et . oK
A R ik Nictomn

o th cona .n.‘!u T
i o7, i e ook piace. & i

st v Laken place o8 this “voyage
Fortage.

i
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from Lhcncc o Grand Portage. The

Winipex il o June consequently we lost much
time before we could get on & our Stock of Pro-
visons ran short. Wo had to make use of some
wild vegetables & ripe de Roch which when boiled

el um(a; “made a

ki
e Tichen Tt 4 Canadians [call ] tne
do Roches. \\* ot i eRn e
reeted as usual

It may not be out of place to give John MacDonald’s
account of the doings at Grand Portage during the days
immediately before the Journal of Duncan M
commences.

“Fort Charlotte was on ”IL North
of the Grand Portage a general Dep
the Grand Portage  miles long —so (sl“cd Taupposed
after Old Queen Charlott st landed from
the Interior & from F Cha rlo c, or Pigeon River
all took their nep'lrlurc to the lmu'lm again.
s for l‘ & Goods as

outfits. There was a (In-rk h some
men. There was then a G i of a respectable
[French] C: ¢ in

charge.
days later after wo got & vest at the L
end of the Grand l‘unu,c the l.m- S
who always e
you must cross o Yot Chariotts
& dismiss Mr. Lemoine the Gentleman in charge,
he s charged with some nasty tricks; tell him to
B you his charge and keys—& come across;

Out o ane danger 0 bt bt amother W dtrmined to Bt

e e A 1 got out it

&3 Sl s e howeter saw me iuk & gor

coouth i o ko1 ack of my e o hair & e
e puled me o o iy e & pue e ah

i
Phad bedome senelcs but o recovee Tiought il was s ood
s wen, bk e soos fng bt Gl mrey
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then give charge to another person whom I have
forggl—& return yoursell immedtely.

“I set my entrance into the House
eI MG Tamsine—-47 dsliverad my message. He
demured & asked me to show him my orders, I
pointed to my tongue & told him I got no other;
he saw that ji. was uscless to resist & set off astold,
&I returned & reporte

after, \[r McTavish called me to
ack you must cross again, the
opposition are picketing out a place for a Fort, too
close to ours-—with the ntent of watching our move-
ments, Go & try th ve (nrlhrr
O, There s & youns Gentleman in charea 1
consequently went over & toll the young Gentloman
(I think it was Allan Sandie McD.") that such was
the case t0o nigh and that he must move some space
farther. He replied that it was his \['mt»r who
planted the Pickets, that he had no author

it a v S Plre e
blnased I he g & would not do s T3 immediately
said T am not told by any one to do it but to ask
you m (Iu it but [if] you will not do s0 1 must 1 have
not come over to no purpose
:\m.ed Ih\. action to the word

igeon R
reply or_resistance. 1 then re
Portage & reported what I Inzul tl ich cmlwd
o general !nwl- amongst the p..mm “present, who

aid th bold h still considered

aie
w days all wi y and the an,adc
Y

started for uu Interior. Shaw remaining a few
days behind to settle accpts, ete. He etk
Lo Sla Pl [Baity, Lakel ~finally ilhonl
t or obstruction we o back on

SE Fort: Goorge. . Fort ds T/Tile . Shaw mougn

i munt be the man who fgurcs in the Journl of Alex. Heary, the
sounger, ut Alan MeDanald, and again o5 Man MeDonel
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proper to abandon & Mr. Finlay came down to
Montreal"

Duncan M'Gillivray's Jonrsal, wsien at he tine,

a much more explicit account of the “voyage”

Ve e e e
Portage to the Saskatchewan are in the elder Alesander
Hesiys Tiaads and daietires aid i the prefacs’of
G e e v e
e e T e
to Rainy Lake and onward,is described very ly
in the younger Alexander Henry’s Journal.  (See edition
by Coues.) ~Something may be said, however, about the
orga n of the voyage.

The fur-traders were very much more interested in
the North Branch of the Saskatchewan than in the Bow
River,as they were apt to call the South Branch. The
latter took a wide sweep southward into the open prairie
region, and however its course might bring the adventurer
to the herds of buffalo in the summer, it offered little or
no chances of harvesting good furs, and probably even
the buffalo were scarce in the open in the wi he
advantage of the Northern Saskatchewan lay in the fact
that it ran along the edge both of the wooded belt and

of the open prairic. There were many parts of the
valley, as they said in those d “strong wood”
region, offering a harvest of fur. Besides, thefurs of the
“strong woods” to the north were b.ougmby Lhcln ans
to the forts on the North Branch. Fin e park
russlands, which formed the fringe of e forst elt

grazing but at the same time e e
blasts. In the eye of the trader who journeyed with
T would b i the priogof 1795

tiv
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his furs to Grand Portage in the summer but carried
on the traffick with the Indians in the winter there
could be no choice between the two Branches. ~ Accord-
ingly, save for forts near the Forks on the edge of the
wooded helt and the prairie, the Southern Saskatchewan
was passed by on the other side.

One notes too, that furs are by no means the sole
quest of the traders. Meat i.c., pemican, a mixture of
S meat snd fot i Gyial mart pelin et
with saskatoon berries—was a_principal object on the
Saskatchewan and at the prairic posts. When the food
e forest belt gave out a call was made, as we.
v's Journal, on the Forts des Prairies
and sleds journeyed northward to relieve the post
beleaguered by hunger. Much more frequently.
the pemican supply in the north, made of deer and bear
meat, was too slim to bring along the northern brigades
from Athabasca \\'M\mn «hm <Loppmg by the way to
hunt and fish, p sent overland to Isle a la
G e me from the north—
English River, and later Peace River—were
the supreme source of poft to the o
not possible, ever at the breaking

and returning at the h\‘umg. to by
EE ek ths ooda ot s it Vsl 2 brigades
had to hunt and fish by the way. Therefore, the dis-
tinctive part played by the Saskatchewan, or let us say
rather by the Forts des Prairies, was to provide the
provisions for the post haste journey to and fro of the
Northern Brigades. In this scheme, Cumberland e
at the Junction of the waterweys of the Englah
Athabase: ) and Dhc) SualaicHowan: fan Uit
Alorincs, ot Us et of the Hives Wipet e

5
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“depots” in the Tnterior for provisions while Grand
Portage played the part on Lake Superior. The brigades
from the Forts des Prairies brought tons of pemican
down on roughly built boats made no more than for
trip down and deposited their precious cargo at
Cumberland House for the Northen Brigades, while
the posts at the prairies on the Red River and the Assini-
boine stored their gathering at Fort Alexander. On the
return, the brigades were provisioned at Grand Portage
with com, as was M'Gillivray's, and sometimes with
‘wild rice at Lac la Pluie to bring them to Fort Alexander.
There, if necessary, they were provisioned with pemican
to bring them to Cumberland House, and here in turn
provided for their destination or, in the case of the
ot Ty o (e o 0 i rogftry
where fresh buffalo meat was furnished by the ““bourgeois”
and their “hunters” who rode along parallel with the
canoes. Duncan M'Gilivray's canoes were supplied
Grand
two days, doubllm for provisions, at. the “bottom of
the R * (later Fort Alexander) and then
s e
horse at Lower Nipawi. While there was some prairie
before him he was really still in the wooded belt and
somewhere in the neighbourhood of the Forks on the
north bank got into trouble in the bush and ruined his
clothes. Tt was at La Montéc, that hc really took t
horse and the hunting began in ear
Alexander Henry, the younger, o o very
explicit. statement of the provisioning of his canoes as
far as Fort Vermilion, opposite the mouth of the Ver-
milion or Paint River of M’Gillivray and Painted River
of Arrowsmith:
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(1809, Sept. 13] At 4 p.m., T arrived at Fort
rmillion having been two months on my voyage
from Fort William, with a brigade of 11 canoes,
d with 28 pieces each and manned by five men
one womsn. Ous espentitare of proviions
for each canoe during this voy:

corn, 11 bushel cach, and
lo Plie; two bags of wild rics 1 b
e e bR enee Winipic;
IO s ol pe s 0]l e Comian
House; and two bags of pemmican of 90 Ibs. each,
to serve until we came among the buffalo—generally
near the Montée or at farthest the Elbow of e

Suxk hewan. This shows the vast quantity
ry on the trade
ades which proceed
Jand House, require three additional bags
nomican per cancc und somea fourth, "—Journal

ions we req
b thl: N.W. Thos
of Cun
of pe

As o the freighting of the ca
England had been packed i ces” of 90 Ibs. each
at Montreal for convenience in loading the canoes and
in canying e fright actoss portages. man
would carry two pie his back with the help
D o e DO B v P
canoes, manned by five men and a woman to do the
ng, usually took Lwenty-five picces

wes—the goods from

*The freight consisted of high wines in Lc;.s, sugar
in kegs, powderin Lcm lml]sfnr&])(mluw bags,
ound, out the fmgmm
U i1
ction of a
es,axes (large,
ete.; blankets, strouds,

orm or a rope, or
sold by the hu«u, mlmll\ 2 fathor
fathom; “irons dware, suchask
e e
beads, ete.; salt.

Ivii
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Unfortunately, Dunean M'Gillivray does not give
us a description of Fort George. We may picture it
from the river as a group of rough shanties surrounded
by a stockade, on the edge of a fine hummock, overlooking
the majestic valley of the Saskatchewan and standing
out against the autumnal shades of a belt of “str rong
Woods” a mile deep and twenty miles long.  To the
was a gully, immediately beyond which stood the Hud:
son’s Bay post, Buckingham House, likewise surrounded
by a strong stockade. A path leads down from each
post into the gully to a well there, dug by Mr. Tomison,
tosupply water sweet and pure to his post, and from which
the North-westers were allowed to dra

The stockade at Fort George had a gate to the south,
facing the river,and one to the north leading out to the
“strong woods”. As one would go up the gully and
climb up the hummock and enter the south gate one
would see a series of shacks, mud-plastered on wall and
roof for warmth. Immediately facing one, would be

e Wintering Partner’s quarters, larger than the others,
just a little more pretentious. Its principal apartment
was “the Indian hall” for receiving the chiefs in ceremony
—I.\rgcrntlfurtholgeth:m the ordinary.  Its mncrpalts
were oceupied by Partner and
usually a Chief's (hu,_.,hlm i e
Saskatchewan in 1794, Around this central point vere
the stores and houses for the clerks, and a series of
shanties for the men. The census of F ion
1810 as given by Alm..(le. Henry will give some idea
of the number of houses, the total population, and the
Toannes of howsing it, which, by the way, rathr suggests
that each shantie played the part of amodern apartment

lock.
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House No. 1.
1. Parenteau
2. Perain
Clement
. Dubois

House No. 2.
Cardinal
Ladouceur
Ottawa,
Pichette.

R

House N
Farh

10,
1

12

House No. 4.
18. Guillion
14. Durand
5. Carricre.
16. Martelle.
17. Le Blancs

House No. 5.
3. Faille
19, La Brere

20 & 21 Lussier
[Francois & Joseph]
22. Gagnon 1

House No. 6.
23. Parisien
2. Languedoc
25. Croi
2. Beawvais

1 Man

2 Men
1 Man

1 Man.
1
2Men

1 Woman_.5 Children
1« Ichild

—17 Persons

1 Woman...5 Children

T
—15 Persons.

1 Woman_.1 Child
s

1 4Children
—14 Persons.
1 Woman
“.1Child
1oe a G
G
e,
—18 Persons.

1 Woman...4 Children
T L8
1Woman 1 Child
1 Woman

—17 Persons.
1 Woman...6 Children
1< lchild

&g

—15 Persons.
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House No. 7.
27. Jérome 1 Man 4Children
28. Rocque 1% 1 Woman_ 1 child
29. Réhelle 1%y
80. Fleming e
—10 Persons.
House No. 8.
1. Hamel 1 Man
1 Person.
House No. 9.
82, Mr. Small 1 Man
1 Person.
House No. 10.
85, Sell’ 1 Man....1 Woman_..8 Children
Tent.

4. F. Deschamps .1 Man....1 Woman 4 Children
85. F. Deschamps, Jr..1 Man 1 Woman...1 Child

9 Persons.

Tent.
36. Martin 1 Man .1 Woman...6 Children
— —8 Persons.
Totals... 36 o 67 .. 130"

MGillivray gives the population of Fort George as “80
men and near as many women and children”

When the canoes reached the Fort, the welcome
given by those who had been left at home, especially
the women and children, would be very great. M'Gil-
ay, passing Pine Islnd Fort, lately abandoned,
says:—“The men regret the friendly reception that used
to await them at this place after the fatigues of the
Voyage”. When the men were quartered, and the
goods housed, the happiness of the post would express
itself in a dance, that is if the ways of Angus Sh

Y53 i Alexander Heary himsell,hes Ladyship””asbecals berand.bis three
satetreed Sl
urnal, €. by Coucs, pp. 5534

s
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the ways of Alexander Henry; the Hudson's Bay people
would be invited if already at their House.

“We had a dance at my home, to which I invited

my Neghbour (M. Tomison)

[

rested Tor 4 month; but,we were vei

2 men, 87 women and 63 children, and the roo
being only 22 x 25 feet, made it disagrecably warm.

Alexander Henry's Journal, p. 542.

Thojscason, then at Fort Ceouse, begen with acaes
and,as the Journal tells us,it ended with races. It was
e b e [ e e o
business permitted.

Mr. Shaw’s first courtesies would be to invite
the Hudson's Bay people over to breakfast with a view
to reaching some understanding as to their trade. The
question would be which Tndians belonged to this com-
pany and which to that. Ordinarily, the men of the
rival companies tried to minimize friction. Were they
not, alltold, but a handful facing hundreds of savages, on
a vast plain far from the reach of help in case of tumult?
Did not the whole story of the River them that
the gens du large, the people of that wide expanse, might
come on them as swiftly as the thunder cloud sweeps
across the prairie? This, and the sheer loneliness and
monotony of their life bade them observe the courtesies.
They drank tea with one another, breakfasted together,
and came to one another’s rescue in case of a fire or
trouble with the Indians. On the other hand, a rigid
wateh was kept at each post to see that theirown Indians,
to whom “credit” had been given in the form of am-
munition or clothing, did not go with the returns of thg)r
hunt to the enemy house. Any incident w
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tokened unfairness or scemed injurious to the trade of
one party or the other brought a swift eruption of wrath.
John' MacDonald of Garth, who dearly loved a
wrangle, tells us of a very dry season when the well at
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s post might have gone
dry as the gully had already done. By way of precaution,
Mr. Tomison, or Thompson as MacDonald wrongly
calls him, forbade the North-westers to draw from the
well dug for his fort.
“They.slowed us the fes s for some time,
but at last, apprehensive of it
from the qlantly taken from S by 26 many for all
purposes, [Mr. Tomison], a_powerful man, refused

h
with Taucis & endeavou to convince Mr. [Tomison)
That there would be waler enough, that rain would
soon fall & the gully would fill up, .nll “nuld nol do.
Mr. T. would not listen tn any re: 1
had little to give him- hat if Im wuuld not

give us our wants that either of s must pay a vist
to the bottom of the well. This argument rather
slaried i & v got ourshare of the water ever
after.” Aulobiog. Noles,

When the traders an r(l at their fort a large
crowd of Indians would be waiting to trade with them.
M’Gillivray’s Journal is chiefly an account of the trade,
and the behaviour of the Indians while at the fort. The
story explains itself, but it will be well to get a clear
view of the I n world as the fur adventurer saw it,—
of its tribes, and of the part the white merchants played
in the life of the Ind ations.
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Arrowsmith’s map, drawn in 1795, but corrected to
1818, must be taken as giving what English fur- tmdexa
knew of the positions of the various tribes. of ns.
of the English adventurers reached the great Fim
through the Hudson’s Bay Company. Moreover, the
Viems ot i Alesander Mackenmis, i hin Voyapws were
well known after 1800. They are essentially in agreement
with those rcorded in the map.
came up from \lonlrcal he would
E the tribe he first

in his pages, viz. the Snulteun. Men of the
l('npldx, s0 (..ucd by the French from the Sault. Ap-
)cl ling of the word was beyond the English-
mcn has it Seauteurs, Soteau, and even
Soto. These lndmm are Ojibways. A “strong woods™

tribe, their home was, Lo begin with, along the shores of
Lakes Huron and Superior, as Arrowsmith has them,
but they had now expanded westward through the region
of wood and lake and stream of what is the present
M ota to the Red River. An outlying gmup was
to be found on the prairies about e lower Tied T
They came in after the deci
by the small-pox. M’Gillivray
them as fa sy 22 Lo Pas op the owes Saskatcheman,
and even as far up as Lower Nij

As M'Gillivray passed up Lake Winnipeg and along
the Saskatchewan, he would have to the north, all the
way to Fort George, the country of the far-flung tribes
of the Crees. Thuu— name comes to us from the French
name for them, stineaux, ro“\mnh Knistineaux.
David Thompson calls them Nahath and Arrow-
smith uses that term for the Crees nor[h of the Beaver
River. These Indians lived the desolate woods of
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the north, fishing and hunting but often on the verge of
starvation. Their food supply was so short that they
never came together in any crowd. They were in this
way a great contrast to the prairic Indians, who feasted
on buffalo meat in large camps. The Crees were par
ezcellence the people of the fur belt, the beaver kille
We shall find them coming down with their beaver skins
to Fort George from the “strong woods™ of the Beaver
River.

here were also prai , seattered among the
Asslmlmmcs upon the wide plains to the south of the
Saskatchewan. Arrowsmith places them on the upper
Weiers ot Assiniboine Biyary but they roamed far
to the west.

As M'Gillivray ascended the Saskatchewan, he would
have these Crees, and especially the Assiniboines, on the
south all the way from N puvd, on Armowsmith's map

as “Falls”, to the Paint (V ilion) River. The Assini-
boines were so-called from Luo words signifying “he cooks
by (u: nu) roasting <lum~:" Hence their other name
“Stonies ™ has it, Stone In s.
15 o laced on his s et ol mos i groups
over a wide area. nder lluu-) the younger, gives
them much the same position

“Thc

iniboines, or Stane Indxam, originated
dou of

ta] River, where some. mi
undenumdlng l)et\\ccn different’ bands caused their
o dm e an g

et Jsods may be aa
mm wear Red River, thence
ey along. sinibo , from that 1o
the junct; the Nonth e Bouth S katchewan,
S5 Ul Formet Beanch fo Tont Vemnlin, Whon
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due S. to Bt siver, then S, to the Missourie,
n that river near Mlandane Villuges,
ety N to e e lnlls again. Al ¢
space of open country may be el
Assniboines. & few  sikaggling Crees occasion:
ally mix apong
e principal occupation of these people
aking pounded meat and grease, which they
Barier i ua for liquor, tabaces, powder, balls,
ives, awls, brass rings, brass wire, blue beads
and. other teinkets. . . . It is suppose that these
people are the most oxpert and desterous nation
plains in c',.m.umng pounds and, driving
e babale Tato thes
Henry places some i groups of Assiniboines
which M Gillivray mention:
“The Paddling and Foot Assiniboi
Babitthelakesof Riviére Qu'Appele el d Lheme
to tho Missouri and Paddling As-
"Il W. of the Paddiing and Toot

Assiniboine
Strong Wood Assiniboines, on Battle river
and between that and the South Branch™

West of the Assiniboines were the Gros Ventres, or
Big Bellies, who figure largely in the Journal. “In this
people, another instance oceurs of the impropricty with
which the C French name the Indians. They
Eld g il without
son, as they are comely and as well-made as any
tribe whatever; and are not very remarkable for their
corpulency.” Thus that unimaginative and not keenly
perceiving Englishman, Edward Unfreville, who, as we
have seen, had spent_several years on the Northern
Saskatchewan, some distance above the Battle River.
el . by Coun .
vl <. by Cout . 5223
I

ny
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The truth is that this odious tribe had its odious name
because it was known in the sign language of the Indians
by “a sweeping pass with both hands in the front of the
bt R e, BBl Ty
., ‘beggars’ .~ Alexander Henry says of them;
“Formerly they inhabited the point of land
between the North and South branches of the
Saskatchewan to the junction of those stream
rom which circumstance, it is supposed, they derive
the name of Rapid Indians
‘We may add, also, the name of Fall Indians, as they are
called in Arrowsmith's map. The reference is to Cole’s
Falls or Rapids, some twenty-fivemiles below the present
Prince Albert. Others attribute the name to the Nipawi
Bigid mich farthe dowa the River: Eiary ndis:—
“They are an audacious, turbulent race, and have
repeatedly attempted to massacre us. The first
tack was made at old Fort Bralé [\

re al
e reTe N
Go. but lhmugl\ the spirited conduct of one of the
clerks, they were repulsed and fled with the booty
T T e b
M’Gillivray’s Journal makes repeated reference to this
incident, and not in a forgiving spirit. The story of
the attack has already been told in the words of John
MacDonald of Garth. David Thompson says of these
Tndians:—
“Their Chief was a bad character, and brough
them into so many quarrels with their allies they o
o leave their country and wander to the right bank
of the Missisourie, to near tlm Mund:me \ullngcs
Narratire, p. 527.
None of this tribe are now to be found in Canada.
T . 5.
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To the west of the Fall Indians, lay the Blackfeet,
whose strength and whose ferocity made even our
intrepid adventurers to walk warily. The name Black-
feet. was borne cither because the tribes painted their
moccasins black or because the ashes of their camp
fires—possibly buffalo dung fires—blackened their foot-
wear to the point of distinguishing them from their
neighbours. The groups which composed the nation were
the Blackfeet proper, the Blood Indians and the Piegans.
Their geographical position and their worth to the fur-
trader, may be gathered from the Journal of Alezander
Henry.

(“The tract of land which they cul ther own at
egins on a lino due soulh from Fort Ver-
lmllmn o the South the
D B o ke foscet Rocky moun-
tains;  then goes N along the movntatns untl 1t
strkes. the N Branch 0( the Saskatchevan, and
down stream Painted
e iR e Ty, T
next to them are the Cold Band of Blackfeet;
near these again are the Bloods; and the Piegans
or Picaneaus dwellalong the foot of the moutains.
principal” occupal the Slaves
Hent's et e blackfoet s s, i Ikl
the ofher savages,they are excesively eruel to their
enemics. ave heard_instances that
ol e T e
abounds with animal of various kinds;
numerous, but. they » hunt them with any
at ther principal produce i dried pro-
ons, buffalo rabes, wol %, foscs,and other mes-
Sow [ta: prairie] skine and fa
summer they c s e
them \nthousMul arrows, and inwinter they take
Smallpox has destroyed great

Ixvii
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bers; however, they are still very numerous,
Sl T L e
population, as nearly as I could ascertain it.

120 Tents, Painted Feather's band ..... 360 warriors
BOMREE G 160

100 “  Bloods 20
850 “  Piegans or Picencaux. 700

650 Tents of Slaves or about. 1,420 w:u'rims
Painted Feather's bend are the most ciy
well disposed S
plains. e ol |mm| .m» notoriously a set
audacious villains. The Bloods are still worse,
lined to mischiet ,md murder. Thc Piegans

arc the most numerous and hest_disposed to us.
They :nlm kill beaver. The other lrnlve\ stand
in awe of them, and they have frequent red
to qull disturbatcs made by ol erthibes.” Henry's
Journal, pp. 528-4; 529-31

Four Indian tribes receive a bare mention in M'Gil-
livray’s pages—the Slaves, the Sarsi, the Kutenays and
the Snakes.

The Slaves were an Athapascan group about the Rocky
Mountains and north of the Blackfeet. They were the
prey of other tribes who raided them for slaves—hence

, or as M'Gillivray has it, Coutonees,
were on the upper streams of the Columbia River.

The Sarsi, or as M'Gillivay and Arrowsmith call
them, Circees were another group.

i her land was formerly on the N. side o the
Suku!cl\c\\ml, ut they removed t e S. side .md

dwell commonly the mer !nl
[lll'mkluet] with whom they are at peace.” Al
Henry’s Journal, p. 532.
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The Snake Indians once occupied the upper valley
of the South Saskatchewan, but were driven across the
mountains and southward by the Piegans and their
Tl v ARSI, S s i s
bought of the become  invincible.
They were now to the south of the Piegans. They had
wvast herds of horses.

Speaking of the Indians of the Prairics—the gens du
large of M'Gillivray’s Journal—David Thompson makes
an interesting comparison with the tribes of the forest

elt.

These great Plaing place them under different
th

e live & pea hard labor, to pro-

cure provisions and clothing for their familes,
miner they make use of can

haul on sleds they have, in um. frequent. re-
m:zls from pla et e ]

s SE

frequently sta
they remove have horm
and summer to carry their baggage and provisions:
they have no hard labor, but have powerful enemies
which keep them constantly on the watch and are
ver secure but in large camps.”  Narratie,

b 54
With an ample food supply to hand in the herds of buffalo
they gave themselves up from e o tine to fssing
and danc oratory, and to three types
of sport, running ol slcaluw horses, and war. The
fur-trader: of tl complete self-
dependence and of the |mpp iess of their life.
“The inhabitants of the Plains, [says Duncan
MGillivray], are so advantageously situated, that

s

ere well
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they could Jive very haply independent of our
assistance. They are surrounded with innumes
f animals, \Ahosr ﬁe\h

g
e
o
i

of the ue..uma
ethods for the

they b
in no need

destroction of &
of amunition to
purposes. 1t is then our |u\|
to the Fort, and make 1o ther hap:
piness. The love of Burn ' Their Gt tnducement

procurca Skintul of this delicious beverage, and
Nation becomes addicted to drinking, it
affords a strong presumption that they will b
excellent hunters. Tobacco is another article of
as great demand s it s unnecessary; Custom has
however made it of consequence to them as it
consitutes . principal part of their fensts and
supensitious cremonics, and
Pence and Councils of W
medicine pipe c()uﬁrnu the artieles that have been
mutually agreed upon. As for amunition, it is
el by the = advantages it gives
them over their encinics |
Rocky Mountains  ag:
el e b e L
improvement of War. It is also required to kill
beaver, but if the Fur Trade had not allured ad-
Country there would be 1o neessty
for hunting this animal. The rest of our commo-
dities are inde | SRt e
m but if ey fad Inllm\u
ith Buropean pro
would not, T beleve, diavinsh thelr ity P 47
It s true that the Indians made soft and warm
garments out of deer skin, but though these were very
fine for dry weather, when sonked with rain they were

Ixx
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cold and uncomfortable. Hence the demand for strouds
and blankets to be worn next the s
But rum was the cornerstone on which the fortunes
of the fur magnates were built. The traders themselves
often fell victims to its allurement, and it played a con-
siderable 1 ies of the lonely post. New
Year's Day and, of course, St. Andrew’s Day were cele-
brated according to Scotish traditions not only by the
wintering partners and clerks of a Company essen
Scottish in its personale but by the French Canadian
voyageurs and the Indian hangers on. Here is the
account of the celebration of St. Andrew’s Day at Fort
George, on the Saskatchewan, 1794.
“30th. Now. This being St. Andrew’s Day the
men observed th reanon pre
Bouguets to his o
aw gave them 6 l,,ullm\s Boi o et v
which they did with a Vengeance, for one bottle
suceceded ‘another so qumk that scarcely a man in
the Fort escaped a Black
The part played by rum in R el temana reception
of the Indians and in the trade meets one in almost every
page of the Journal. Our twentieth century mind,
pressed as it is with the obligation of the White races to
Natives, and the social demoralization which follows the
anresricted sale of alohol amang our subject peaples,
grows uncomfortable at the scenes of drunken ce
and debauchery, gross and unashamed,
our fellow Canadians gave the Indians of the prairies
their first contact with modern civilization. The con-
trasts between these scenes and the Christianity which
they outwardly represented strikes one now and yet
again as one turns the pages of the Journal. The North-
westers who moved calmly amid these gross scenes on the

Ixsi
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lordly Saskatchewan maintained two official pews in
St. Gabriel Strect Church, Montreal (Presbyterian). The
Chureh had been built in 1792, .¢., but two years before,
and the fur trade magnates of the Northwest Company
figure largely in the subseription list for the building.

“Alex. Henry.......... - Twenty Pounds

Joseph Frobisher Ten Guineas

John' Gregory. ... ..... ...,  Ten Guineas

"Five Guincas

Peter Pangman ... Five Guineas
William McGillivray. “Five Guineas

Angus Shaw T hiree Guineas
Rodk. McKenzic

finger to.

ago, and we must not impose upon the first Whites on the
prairies the conscience of the last. Indeed the contrast
would ot have heen mentioned here but that the fur-
traders themselves were not wholly unconscious of it for
they sought to forestall criticism by what we might call
their philosophy of rum—Rum, the first incentive to
industry and civilization among the Indians. A con-
siderable portion of that elaborate defence of the North
West. Company, seeking a Charter from the Government,
On the Origin and Progress of the North West Company,
is given to showing that the more the Company secured
the monopoly of the trade the less had been the consump-
tionof rum. ~ “It s the interest of the Company,” the plea
runs, to “maintain peace and sobriety among the Indians
and induce them to devote their attention entirely to the

Tesit
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chase.” Such rum as is sold is no more than a stimulus
to industry, as M’Gillivray puts i
“The love of rum is their first inducement to
industry. . . when a nation becomes addicted to
drinking, it affords a strong presumption thatthey
will become excellent hunt
This picture of the benign n.puudm is further elabor-
ated in the pamphlet. The adventurers do not really go
to the Indian as traders but as friends and the representa-
tives of His Majesty.

by identifying themselves with His Majesty’s
o T
among_the Indians. They represent thei
and residence in the Indian l‘crntow a5 boons to the
ns from I ty, bestowed on account of
their good e et b | dravn should
they exhibit the reverse. n hunts an
Hhrough flendabip s 2 in the spiri of generosity, he
s s o, the trader; the rader e regards
a5 the rcpwacnlntne of His through whose
trindship and good will mzmu(mvunﬂ are permitted
¢ bought, and to be presented to him in return
e o e e cab sl
than. ‘tho warm ones of national and
attachment.”  (pp. 16-17.

hvkiusd

This generous picture is scarcely what the reader will
find in the pages of D: Gillivray, or in the history
of the trade on the Saskatchewan. It was, of course,
intended for the London public, for men of an evangelical
turn of mind and for your staunch imperialists, to camou-
flage for them the operations of exceedingly shrewd
merchants.

There were two great advantages in rum as an article
of merchandise. It was wanted by the Indians, and it
could be carried in small bulk. The trader took with

an M

i
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him in his frail canoe small kegs of aleohol in very
concentrated form, “high wines” as it was called.  When
trading began he watered it down so as to have large
bulk and great value for the small quantum he had
brought._There ers, thee graces of i
sold at Fort. George was s “Blackfoot rum”.
il e A
“We do not mix our liquor so strong as we do for
tribes who are more accustomed to use it. To make
a nine-gallon keg of liquor we generally put in four
orﬁvequmonunh wine and then fill up with
For the ssiniboines we put in six quarts
nf ligh myc and [or the Sauleurs cight or nine
—Jour

N v lubacco the demand of the gens du
large, as M Gillivray calls them, was for guns,—not to
shoot buffalo, for they preferred the old way of stalking
game with bows and arrows or of driving a portion of a
herd into  pound, but for war.

Of all the gifts of the Buropean to the Tndians of the
Plains the most revolutionary were the horse and the
gun. Before the horse reached them the range of the
tribe was limited by the mobility of the foot-passenger.
With the horse, the expansive prairie ceased to separate
tribe from tribe. It rather became a highway by which
a wholetribe could strike a distant foe as swiftly and sud-
denly asabolt from the blue. No passage in all the litera-
ture of the North West s more thrilling than the story
the old Indian chief told David Thompson of the coming

of the horse and the gun'. The horsewas first in the
possession of the Snake Indians to the south, introduced,
loubtless, along the prairies at the foot of the Rockies
from the Spaniards in Mexico about the time when the
gun was beginning to be known to the Plain Crees and

Iaxiv.
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Assiniboines, who must h: got them from Hudson
Bay or perhaps from La Vérendrye, for it seems to have
been the second quarter of the cighteenth century.

The Piegans lay between the Snakes and the Crees,
neither horse nor gun. The Snakes were carrying ever;
thing before them in their wars with Lhc l’!cgmxs ‘The
strange creature which they used to carry their tents, and
it et pave i bl eI i
checkmated, and the stroke of the charge was more than

Picgan infantry could stand against.
r encnics, the Snake Indians and thei alles
tad Misstutim (iig Dogs, that is horses) on wiich
hey ce, swift as the D eer, on \\]\n-)v they rl.hhod
ag:

e . and with their stone Pukamoggan
bt the head and they had lost several
of their best men.

t the Piegans called in their allies, the
Asiniioiae who had guns,—ten guns
balls,—to help them. “We were
m..,ul.-.m the snrnuth of the battle”
Finally the hostile tribes met on

wide plain””
xious Lo see the

“The War Chief yas loss to o us, am
The li

effect of our guns, The lines were too far asunder
for us o make o sire o, and we requested bim to
close the line to about 60 yards, which was grad-

ually done, and Iying flat on the “ground hclm\d the
shields, we watched our opportunity whe

{rew their hows 1o shoo &t us, thelr bodies were then
ty offered, fired
led o severely

nd

wounded. every one we aimed at.
he War Chief was highly pleased, and the smk;
Indians finding so many killed & wounde
Uiemtaives babioa the shielas, The War Ghit
then desired we would spread ourselves by two's
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throughout the line, which we did and
consternation and dist g 1
line. The battle had bogun.about Noon, and  the
Sun_ was not yet half down, when we perceived some
e e avay [mm
taking to flight. The War C}
along the line and sp e e keep his
Menready forn charge ofthew! ||o|e lineof theenemy,
as done by
Himself stepping in i his =p(‘ur “and calling
on them to fllow him as et it
e whole of us followed him, the greater
of thc e ok to fight. . . . At thebody
re five or six
sealp or purt of his elothing;
weapons or something as a trophy of battle. As
yere only three of us [Crees and seven of
our friends t e Indians we
and got .muum,
Next morning the tribe celebrated the victory.

“We [the men with guns] did not paint our faces
until the War Chief told us to paint our forcheads
and eyes black, and the rest of the face dark re
olire, as having caried guns, and to distinguish us
from all the rest. Those who had scalps now came
forward with the scalps neatly stretched on a round
willow with a handle to the frame: they appeared

e more thar excited fo
e tory. When U
the War Chierbold them hat any one had a right

to a sealp of an encmy as a war trophy it ought to be
us, who with our guns had gained the victory, e
m the numbers of our enmies we were ansious to
leave the field of battle; and that ten sealps must
€ et ks it waa oo calacted o gave,
to each of us su.l,,
After all the war ceremonies wre over. . .. we
were anxious to see a of which we had heard

I
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somuch. At last as the leaves were falling, we heard
thmtnnr\»nskxllcd y an arrow shot in the belly, but

the Snak m.mbm
of us went to see him, he put us jn mind of & 8

that had lost f Sraid oot
name to i lave to man, like

the dog, which carried our things, he was named the

ace forbids our continuing the old chief’s story of
how the Piegans stole their first horses from the Snakes,
fascinating as it is. When Duncan M Gillivray w
horses were plentiful among all the tribes.  Alexander
Henry mentions one Piegan who had three hundred.
They were, as we have already said, of two
“best horses”, mostly stallions, of tried swiftness and
endurance for war and buffalo—and common
hors an ordinary object of t
xa0n Borss could be bought on the Saskatchewan for
“a gallon keg of Blackfoot rum, 2 fathoms of new twist
tobacco, 20 balls and powder cnough for them, 1 awl, 1
sealper, 1 faleher, 1 worm, 1 P.C. glass, 1 steel and 1 flint”.
(Henry’s Journal p. 542). ‘The pleasure of horse-steal-
ing, keen in itself, must have been greatly enhanced
by the chance of getting this large and varied assortment
of goods and the rum in return for the stolen bes

kinds,—

between tribe and tribe, and between the Indians and the
The boissons o drin
if

much firmness and mastery to prevent the frays from

ncluding the men of the post and even the wintering
partners themselves. But the standing danger was the
traffic in arms and ammunition, for the supremacy of the
tribes neighbour to the Forts was maintained by keeping

i
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arms from passing through to the more distant peoples.
When David Thompson crossed the Rockies L trade with
o K utanayss b o el th Picoas e very near
massacring him and s men to prevent then from arming
their ancient foe.Nothing but his firmness in fortifying
his post saved his on the Saskatchewan
must have appeared to the Indians on the distant plains
as far as the Missouri as the allis of the Crees, the Assi
boines and the Blackfeot supplying them with arms, and
thus must have been in constant danger of being drawn
in spite of themselves into the wars. Any successful
raid of a hostile tribe might penctrate o Port, dughier
its inmates and carry of ‘munitions in lmlmph
ar of
the Indians which meets us in the pages of Duncan
M'Gillivray.

Those were brave men and masterly who faced these

s, sober and drunk, and returned an.’rly, brlngmg
their rich harvest of pemican and furs with t
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Portable and withal so leaky that they require gumming
at every Portage.— 2nd August.—We had the satisfaction
of finding 9 Canoes in Lake Siginigan', and after our fore-
man had chosen one for himself, the Men cast lots for
the rest to avoid jealousy and confusion. Whilst we were
e e b
English River & some of the Red River Canoes’ on their
way to their respective Wintering (nn||nd~:, and the
Geimasiinoi e sl
of the day on which he departed.—
trary wind obliged us to put ;.xlmu on an Island in Lac
de la Pluie, where the Mangeurs de Lard' from the Fort
passed us under Sail & next morning we arrived there
about 10 O'clock.~ We found the Gentn. busily employed
in equipping the men; we were rather surprized to see
their preparations for departure so little advanced, but
we soon understood that it was owing to an incident no
less dissagreable in itself than prejudicial to the Concern

d it succeeded. A few discontented persons in their
Band, wishing to do as much mischief as possible as-
sembled their companions together several times on the
Voyage Outward & represented to them how much their
Interest suffered by the passive obedience to the will of
their masters, when their utility to the Company, might
insure them not only of better treatment, bt of ay other

n-

el o Ik of i names proably Alesander
e it ke 1 Frovsmi's L Micain

the river
s e
Arttou

b s Aol e the Hod Rt Deputcat

d Por
C e from Nontret wre sometins 5 with porks
:uw:)lht dnudlpl,mn. el N oaiml"s 1 Moo e
o e e farthormant o th iay
Lk aabing th
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conditions which they would prescribe with Spirit &
Resolution.~ The Canadians' always fond of novelty
and change listened with pleasure to these dangerous
discourses, which flattered them with a great superiority
over the rest of their countrymen in the N:W.; they
therefore <uﬂered themselves to be led away from their
duty by a few raseals who had more in view to give
trouble to their Masters than to gain any real advantage
to themselves. were in this state when they
arrived at L:L:P# where they all declared with one voice
that unless their wages would be augmented, and several
other conditions equally unreasonable granted them
they would immediately sett off to Montreal.- These
resolutions having been determined upon some time
before this period their minds began to cool from the
first transports of expectation which this Plan occasioned
and of course they began to reflect on the consequence,
that would attend  step, the failure of which would ruin
thes cters for ever in their own Country, where
they could not expect to find a favorable reception after
having bmlcn ll\cu engagements and disobliged their
Employers - inds were agitated with the
seruples at U b they insisted on a com-
pliance with their demands, and tho’ they endeavoured
carefully to conceal it, yet a timidity was observed in
their behaviour which proved very fortunate for their
Masters, who took such good advantage of it, that before
night they prevailed on a few of the most timid to return
to their duty, and the rest, being only ashamed to abandon
their companions, soon followed the example.—

of the most resolute were obstinate cuough to hold out

Imaye, at this tie, French

! el e b
Mvm ;}«.m, v, e morth Bk, bl a sl b (B
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still indeed they were too far engaged to retract and it
was necessary to punish them, being the ringleaders, as
a1 exaanple 10 the rest; they were gherclore sent down
to Montreal in disgrace.

Gth Augt.—Set off about noon in company with
Mr. Thon. whose canoes were a head: The Athabasca
people intended to follow us next day.— Arrived
at the English House at Portage de UIsle' and paid a visit
to Mr. McKay' who has been starving for some time
past, notwithstanding his having boasted last spring that
he had a sufficient quantity of Flour and Salt Beef to main-
tain him Gll the Fall— We have had very dissagreable
weather since we lft L:L: Plic, insomuch that searcely

.y passes without produ nt storms of thunder
A that we are up to the knees in mud
most of the carrying places.— 12th.—Entered the
te Blanche; which (I believe) derives its name
from the variety and number of its Waterfalls, by which
it is so much agitated that it is generally covered by a
white froth; in other respects it is only a continu
River Unnipique, of whil it forus a space of 7 leagues
and afterwards loses its name.  The 1v|(..xlmn of River
Unnipique is |nh.n-upl«l by 87 Portages of v
m.,,nm, it o vast hn(ly of w

b e &
e o et "o which e Ei o ron
Crhompeon e Ay

i doan Maedonl of the Red Rivr Depurtment, whor 31

is so0n lo avertak, o ttader from Hodsen
oubu by of Ui Albany 1 Y ol e n..w,w..‘,,.m
e o' the Winmineg River A i Bl

sl he Sl M

+Mcxtader Mackensi says there ar “soven portages in 30 shot  space
that the el are dserrible st th saim ot
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along with great velocity, between two barren ot
Shores, bounded by thick impenetrable woods & dis-
charges itself after a short course in Lake Unnipique.—
The River of Lake La Pluic forms a fine contrast with the
one abovementioned; it is reckoned the most beautifull
1 the North, a preference w
from the variety of ua,gun.n scenes which its banks
disclose at ever,

At the seco
anoes imprudently advanced too near the F:

the C
unload, the most convenient landing place being nlrcady
occupied by the other canoes, and after the Goods were
debarked, thc Upper end of it thro’ some negligence
suddenly carried out by the current with t
man susp .d.»d after it, and the foreman attempting to
retain his u\tl was also carried avay before he could
ance:=they were hurled down with
thro’ three suceessive

e steers-

fiainemt dangs e o (e Caneml
whelmed with water, & threatened
twith b d 1o picces in the w
of the Rocks, and after arriving in the dreadfull whirlp
iderable time under water.— At
length however the Current drove it Am\.mh shore, mu.
the men stll hanging ater it and the
insensible yet after a little assi e
strength, & before night renewed their Tabours, with as
much ala if nothing had happened them, a con-
vineing |)|oof of the force of the utions. Abo

3 Oelock P.M. a Roll of Tobacco fell into_the
& F Lussier dived to the bottom to recover it.— Augt.
L3th—We found some Indians camped at Lac de Bonnet"
T ommet Lake

saved them in st
several times ove

S
)

const
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with whom we traded some fresh Sturgeon & dried
Moose Deer Meat, for Rum, amun ‘obaceo
and next day arrived at the Fort the bottom of the
River where we found ki Thomson,
they having gone a-head 2 days before.~ We have for
some days past been in mn\mu.xl expectation of the
Athabaska, people, but ave ot hitherto over-
i
el e et Fom LLE. M5 s therefone
determined to wait their arrival here~ 16th—Early
this mmmng the Athal Canoes arrived without
and shortly thereafter Mr. McDonnellx
with 10 Canoes for the Red River, and Mr. Harrison:
with 3 for Fort Dauphin arrived. At 10 O'clock all
the Canoes being about 60 went off to choose a con-
venient place to dry the Goods, which the late rains have
entirely soaked through~ Towards night the Fort
D.P. & Athabaska Canoes departed with orders to camp
at the entrance of the Lake, the light Canoes intending
to pass the night at the Fort.

17th Augt. We left the Fort at 1 O'clock i
morning with a fair wind, which co h
fon nll ‘midnight, when we camped vlhnul hav
aken the Iu;ulul Canoes according to our ex-
pectation b e A mm
e
4 O'clock P.M. we perceived the Canoes under
T e e SR S

Knomn o the omagars s s de Rk, ot Mot et Frt
o e Citd Focsgs o g o' x“f‘fln'.;,,”i'.ht;'diﬂ‘t’l“:t
Wk WL‘.M:.:::.‘JI‘,{E,WM For Miudsepes was & e Frther down the

“Jobn ebone

Jerk of the N.W, Co.s Fort Dauphin was at the souty
epartment of Uhit e snclded Swan River aad
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<ad o Lk it
ke pper Aminiborse




GRAND PORTAGE TO FORT GEORGE

Islands of St. Martin supposed to be the Centre of
the lake. It is surprizing what extraordinary esertions
the people have made for 2 days past to decide a contest
that had arisen between them on the night of their
departure: The Athabasca Men piqued themselves on
a Superiority they were supposed to have over the other
bands of the North for expeditious marching, and redi-

led our men a la facon du Nord for pretending to dis-
pute a point that universally decided in their favor. Our
people were well aware of the d tages they laboured
under (being about 3 Heavier loaded than’ their op-

could not. swallow the ha

ponents) but. they ghtiness
md contempt with which the I)muulvl themselves
cated, and tho’ they could flatter h no

Lities ot i o the oyl m-v resolved to
dispute the Vietory, with the

opposers might not obtain it \\nlmul et
brows. In consequence of this determination the two
o scooniing b e ot i
one animated with the expectation of
victory, and tl\e other resolved, if poml»l\, not to be
vanguished. They pursued the Voyage emitting
efforts without a lerable on
for 48 hours during which they .1,.1 not.once put ashore,
“tll at length, being entirely overcome with labour and
iigie) et asly e 3t e e
them, and cross the rest of the Lake together.— Tho’ th
dispute will perhaps appear trifling to you, yet to shew you
how much it interested the Parties concerned it will only
be necessary to mention a cireumstance, which clearly
proves their emulation but will do no honor to their
humanity. On the second the Contest one of
our steersmen being overpowered with sleep fell out of the

1

er side

consid
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Stern of his Canoe which being under sail advanced a
consdersbe istance befor the eoplecouk repaves from
the confusion that this acciden oned; in the mean
time the poor fellow almost nking with the weight of his
cloathes cried out to 2 Canoes that happened to pass
within a few yards of him to save his life pour Lamour de
dicu: but neither the love of God or of the blessed Virgin,
whom he powerfully called to tance, had the least
influcnce on his hard hearted Countrymen who paddled
along with t s G
certainly perished if his own Canoe had not returned time
enough to prevent Arrived at the
Grand Rapid' after having crossed the Lake in 6 days,
being as quick a passage as ever was performed by
loaded Canoes in the Fall when westerly winds generally
prevail in this quarter. August 23th.—Arrived at the
entrance of Lake Bourbon® at noon where we found
my Brothers relations’ with whom we traded some pro-
visions and paid them some credits since last spring.
The Athabaska Canoes went  head to avoid the confusion
that too many Canoes together would occasion in the
River Opas and we remained behind on purpose to give
them a_small advance. Indians drinking all night.~
25th.—Mr. Shaw left us to pursue the Canoes a head, he
intended to wait_our at Cumberland_ House'
P o e T A e P

e before the Suatchevan River fns it ke Wisipes.
Fhout three e, tid

the En

ter the Tndians, Cedar Lake
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27th—Dryed a fow Bales in the morning— At 4
O'clock M., found § Lodges of g the Pas'
in the midst of a drinking v behaved exceed-
igly well tho’ their minds were i A
in which @ men were stabbed, one of whom was
lead and the other mortally wounded.— We
lnulul a Jittle dryed meat for Rum and camped near
ague further up to avoid their importunities in the
ight & Mr. MeDonald and myself watched to prevent
their attempting to steal any picces, a Trade at which they
are very dextrous especially when drunk
August 29th.—Arrived at Cumberland House where
we luuml qu in good health. The Athabaska Gentlemen
1] ving sent of their loaded Canoes in the
haw ruwnm! aletter from Chasta
rming accounts from  above.
i s oy e |n\\1- made a despe
attack on the ¥ on the 24th of
July last, and we are sorry to h-,.m \lm they have been
but too mm-«mn o L, rds the Tnterests of the
HE Covey. U ikl hep el i the preservation
of our people that ,l,.m.uv- Raphacl an interpreter had
gone out a riding in the mor nd after ascending the
side of a hill to view the Country arround he found him-
self on the summi fronting the enemy at the distance of
afew yards com rec he Sav-
ly

Tl e oo te i nd St
T el

e North Wt Comiaty
e (k. ot Tt yas

o bt Frcach e for the

e e e %
Goas Sianize s el e

Rty 0 1
TLouis Charitin.

Hapid s e il I, ccp
ey he e & Sikatad on Arromamit's
ek et . 641
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their hostile intentions and being well mounted he im-
mediately turned about and rode full speed to the Fort
pur'&\l(‘d closely by 5 or 6 Caraliers who ms(cud of enter-
ing with him amused themselves with taking a few
Horses without the Piquets; whilst he gave the alarm and
bolted the Gates. Thc Men got quickly under arms and
stationed themselves in the Block Houses before the
arrival of the Savages who advanced boldly up to the
Fort as if they derived confidence from the Success that
attended their attempt on Pine Island' last Winter,
or wished to intimidate the People within by a shew of
intrepidity which they did not possess; for the first dis-
charge from the Fort discouraged them so much that they
retired in confusion behind a rising ground, that effect-
ually covered them from the Shot of the Beseiged. From
this situation they kept up a continual fire upon the Fort
for half an hour, when their ammunition began to be
exhausted, and their War Chief L'Homme de Callumet
a brave and undaunted Indian disparing of success from
the mode of attack, w did not agree with his fiery
nature, advanced a second time towards the Gates
encouraging his Warriors to follow him; but he was
interupted in the midst of his harrangue by a Shot from
the Before mentioned interpeter which Streshed bim

ing his hody. ncmd \mh mournfull I.\menluﬂom for
loss of their leader and threatening vengean
e suthors f i death Thus a pandiol 100 Chossn
Men animated by the love of plunder and a desire of
revenge for a former injury, suffered themselves to be
repulsed by 4 Canadians and 5 Cree Indians, when a little
St o hout exposing themselves to any danger,

erpt an Fort de Pl s described by Jobin MacDonaldof Garthin
i A bpeptat e o oA

1



GRAND PORTAGE TO FORT GEORGE

might have put the Fort in their possession either thro’
famine or want of Water— But they succeeded better
in their attempts upon our neighbours the English two
of whom unfortunately went out that morning to search
for their Horses in company with a Cree, who perceived
2 Wi s EOR R e them to be cnem-
earnestly recommended returning to the Fort to
ol e e e
they were deaf to his entreaties, he saved himself into
i wonds, whilst they mistaking the G.V. for Assi
meed to meet them without the least appre-
e dange: "l g engrh they were surzousded
and fell the victims of own_ineredulity.—
melancholy cireumstance e Fort to 2 Men
(one of whom was Mr. Vandriel) who possible
10 defend themselves harricated the Gates & abandoning
themselves to their destiny, they took refuge in their
biding Flhoes it atorded lhcm but little protection.
The Savages finding no resistance (for little would be
710 ropell them afte their Jtn defeat) Foks
s Vi Bt andlbegsn o Sieue 11 ot oo i iz
truction. ~ After they became masters of the booty which
amounted to 60 or 70 P<'; they made a deligent search
for the unfortunate people; Butchered every soul that
came in their way in a most inhuman manner; cven the
Women and cildren did ot escape the merciesscrucly
of t creants who destroyed every age and sex with
e indiscriminating fury that can actuate the mind
of a savage.~ They afterwards set fire to and demol
the Fort.— Mr. Vandriel was the only person that escaped

the gener carn e was lucky enough to secure
himself amongst a heap of rubbish which was overlooked

Th oods were packed in piscs of about 90 s, each for conveaience ia
Toading 1hE casoer and in the cofiage cross the poriape.
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by the Barbarians, ut at length being almost surrounded
s, he was. cum]wll(-d to abandon his assylum
and rushing out through the Fire the i
his escape to the River Side, where he threw himself into
anoe and ('nmm\uc(l it to the mercy of the Cur-
rent which soon carried him out of danger.— The Booty
which this daring Tribe have acquired from the IL.B.
any this year amounts to upwards of 100 Pieces of
very valuable goods, besides the loss of 3 men and 5
or G women & ehildren who were killed in Ilm unfortunate
in thinking it « to remain
G e G he end of
two days with the greatest part of m t.,‘“.wc‘ leaving,
the rest behind en cache,

e find that Mr. Tomison’ has waited our arrival
at Cumberland House' these 10 days past, to protect
him through the enemies Country in his passage to Fort
George, as it is conjectured from their threats at S:B: that
they |||\tm| intercepting the Cances along the River.—
The so apprehensive of being attacked and
Fected by thei late losss that they would

ance of things forbodes a very dis;
voyage, but the object we have in view of relieving the

people at Fort George is of such importance, that the

conquest of valusble. boo et o Menchotr o
daca i b o e o e 1 ek e o
S i T e i el iR

i fory by coneea

T afereands deeeied e was 1o Camperian

o e s i e e
Factory 1 B CoTquoted by

4 n bt wwl’m W, o for many vearsas “chiel
inland e S had buil Lover Tisdsos House,

,y.(v.nm e anl Tttery Bockingham Tause, longsde of he N. W. Co.s
ox, Fort Geonee
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Tdea of danger vanishes in the accomplishment of it:
We are therefore resolved to pursue the remainder of
the Voyage with vigour and resolution and take every
precaution to prevent being surprized, and if they ven-
ack us openly they will certainly meet with a
warm mqnlmn ~ Mr. Tomison has only 9 Canoes this
whereas last. year he had o for Upper Fort des
diminution of mber is owing to the
ey carryoniin the it River 1
August. S1st te B
Gentn. went off with very anxious thoughts respecting
cty. The men Were o d arranging their
reatest part of the day and this
ok ve 1o CHL- with & favorable bueces i
st the Current at a fine rate.~ The English
r .h..,.n..n “till tomorrow in_expectation of
..Lm,. us before our arrival at Nep ptr. 2nd.
EE R e
mall g i Rors Coange uliers il ]
! reumstance th
faction and relieves us of many apprehensions mpccung
their safety of had hitherto been
S T e na

t affords us

quainted with the Present situation of the Gros Ventres,
Bheecin et i
River, where he supposes them to bein ambush.—  About
noon arrived at the Barren Hills where we were informed
ch could be found. The Men thercfore put

Gone Lake
e watring groved f W
& poley o the . 1. Co

Pl o ofthe e Fiey o was the st of the sl o
% reat the Seskatchewan. He had been o chargeof Poe T Fort
Lo ‘Gros Ventees made thel attempt upon it the prevows November
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ashore to raise a few fathoms of bark' of which we had
great need, and next morming mulml(‘d the Grand Rapid
by the line without any a o
passed Mr. Thorburns e e e
destroyed by fire last Winter— At 4 O'clock arrived
ata Camp of Seauteaux consisting of 7 Lodges from whom
we received a few pieces of dryed meat and paid them
about 200 Skins Credits which they delivered Mr.
Pangman’ & St e Men
raised some bark and Gu

mpany to our Wintering ground
(which he T be a good Beaver Country) not-
withstan aw has represented to him the dan-

T A e rom the vavia of et
ent nations which resort to that place. Towards night
arrived at the begining of the tracking ground' where
we camped. This part of the River is an object of terror
to the whole band, the mode of navig
rendered uscless by the Strength of the Current, which
‘makes it necessary to haul the Canoes up along Shore with
a line, for that purpose, for the space of 6 days on an
cxcce(lmg bad Road? The weather has been extreemly

e
0n Bty 0 o s v, S g aed vt B
o Th:ibum, ften Thabor, whote ancicat Fort” was hot aF Sb0ve
e it

' o passin from the lowest of

e three praiic level, vie.,

i Tl o the rainpar of ths higher

i of the owter edge of s valle nd
o tis point,on op 1o beyoni he

'x.., i =
o came o he kv

55 s i e

Rl of

e Nipawi.
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cold for some time past. 5th.—Arrived at
Nepuwt sbout, noon and found ot M. Crasits bt
built himself a House since his having abandoned South
Branch.— Mr. Porter a Clerk to the oppe has
passd the Summer ut hi placeut ks « Canadion named
‘Pichet” wh
st ¥ Thi s act ol as adveate st b Cai
&ec from \lxdulimxckimw last year to the Red River,
where the greatest part of the goods had been pillaged by
a tribe of Indians, and the remainder finding no market
there was entrusted to the above mentioned Pichet who
pretended a great knowledge of the trade and Natives of
Fort des Prairies where he had formerly wintered in the
service of the N.W. Co. Thither therefore he steered
his course as soon as the communication was open ex-
ccting to make great.returns in the summer with the
fine assortment of Goods in his possession but arriving
at Nepawi he was informed of what had happened at
S.B. which intimidated him from proceeding any further.
He has since then squandered avay his Goods with the
greatest profusion among the Natives, promising them
they would be no longer pitifull” as he expected at
g e s o

s oteey o L Sor, oy
Seneis ey i

e o W ey S T T e b ok
o e (B0 4 e oy ey o
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Teast 20 Canoes this Fall with which he would do them
Charity. Whether his expectations were well founded
or not, is mot known, but it is very certain they
were too sanguine, there being hitherto no appearance of
ply.~ The Indians therefore look
ing impostor, which they donot seruple
o tell him when they reflect on his large promises in the
summer—~ We found also a few Tents of Cree:
Sauteaux at this place who rejoiced at our arrival as
ey expeced 1 get wherswith o divert themaelve rom

Septr. 6th—The English People arrived.
people are employed drying the Bales and gumming’ Lhe
Delivered to Mr. Chastillain the loading of a
Picces) which had proceeded with us from
Grand Portage to remain here.~  7th.—Mr. Shaw harang-
ued the Indians and made them a present of 2 Kegs Rum
with the usual ceremonies— Having found a few
horses here it was resolved that a should pro-
ceed ashore for the future to hunt for the Canoes. This
Party consisted of Mr. S., Mr. McDonald ad myself with
3 men, but as the face of the Countr rely covered
with_impenetrable woods' we were ol)hgc(l to lead
the Horses along shore, till we arrived at the Plains.—
Septr. 7Tth—The Canoes departed about noon and
soon after we followed them with 10 Horses, for it was
thought. expedient to take a few spare ones to relieve
the others oceasionally which we afterwards found to be

See . I
+ Repairing with “pich”, . gum from the pine foests

round was 3 day's
ook (R, it e vouneers: Tt . 000 and
Prinee Albert of Gy, 5 B

2



RAND PORTAG

TO FORT

GEORG

of great advantage.— 10th—Arrived at the end of the
tracking ground to the great satisfaction of the men many
dt by the hasd, dity they bave
performed for some days Pas The Canoes went
off st day break and at Sun rze 2 uolem Storm of wind
ed w t fury till noon.—
alsa i s iy ot it R
had strayed into the woods to shelter themselves from the
Eliea it Wl v ol R CCIRE R
paths never trodden by the foot of man. At s
we descended to the Campment, which had been agncd
pon the preceiling uight, but 1o our mortifestion s
perceived th a league a head,—this space
s an impenetzable forest of Hincs, Foplar
with thick underwood and trees which had fallen
with age or had been destroyed by fire—it would have
beet Aeal i procec b on plfin e iriagi
th ation in a dark night without any path to
gkl s sl Baving  band of wavily/howses to drivaliad
fore us— After having serambled along for about 2
Hours through thorns & brambles we found ourselves
e were forced to cross
nd to compleat our vexation we lost half of the
d it being impossible to proceed any further
[with] the rest we
rived at the Campn

Canoes n

ndoed them aho; n short e ar-
after midnight with scarcely a
Shuu or whole Jackel Amm.w us, and whatever part of
d heen exposed was as miserably scratched as
had suffered the application of the claws of a wild cat.—
Thc men having perceived some Buffaloes on the South
S Frnch g st
Probbly the Strgeon R (Aronsmih Stin Rive”.vith oo Mac
:’;‘”)(. At R e T
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Side it was resolved that we should spend the next day in
hunting as our provisions began to fa 2th—Killed

the River before our campt: at day break,
ahort)y theneaftr a party crosse the River to hunt for
ed ahout noon after having killed
ided among the people to whom
ing eat but little

the River at day break to search for one of the Hunters
d not. return the preceding night, we supposed
him killed by the Bull or devoured by Bears which gave
us great uneasiness, however he arrived in the Afternoon
very much fatigued having strayed about all night in
search of the c mpment e carried the tongues of
seven Buffaloes which he had killed, but we did not
P good fortune, the Wolves having
devoured them in the night.— Septr. 15th.—Arrived the
Mounté® where a road goes to the S.B. Fort accross the
neck or point of land which separates the 2 Branches
of the River. The face of the Country here assumes a
different_appearance, hitherto our way has been ob-
structed by thick woods, on each side of the River but
now extensive plains interspersed with only a few tufts
of wood, open themselves to the view, and extend to the
amet ey of your sight round the Horizon which
s in um midst of the Ocean in a perfect

s the beauty of this agreable pros-
pectis, the inumerable herds of Bufalocs and various

o in e he Genlome ot

P
Eakiua Tt & 1 Cross.The portion sout of the riv

Fort: Carlon (11 - .
b 810" (i, 54, o P
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other animals that inhabit those delightfull regions of
plenty, which always afford a seasonable supply of food
to our men, who are now almost worn out after the fati-
gues of a long and toilsome voyage~ Mr. Shaw dis-
tributed arms and amunition amongst the men as the
enemies country was not far off, and the Horses were
crossed to the South side of the River (where the Gros
Ventres were supposed to be in ambush) that the Caval-
jers might form a rcconnoncring party before the Canocs.
About 4 O'clock P.M., La Frances Canoe struck against
a stump and sunk to the Bottom in 7 fect Water, but
by timely assistance every thing was recovered, except
2 Picces which were afterwards dived for, but one of
them happening to be a Keg of Powder was entircly
damaged and wnnquml]w thrown away.— 16th.—
The Canoes departed in the morning and soon after,
we mounted our Horses and sett off aceross the meadows':
Towands 10 O'lock we Killed 2 Bulls, the most deicous
parts of which we roasted for Breakfast at the side of a
stream of excellent Water. ~ At noon we found a Beaver
lodge built on the side of a small dam; as it appearcd
a task of no great difficulty we resolved to work it;
for this purpose we began by culting a passage in the
dam, in order to evacuate the water which left them with-
out any resource to save themselves but their lodge.
This we afterwards attacked, and destroyed in a few
|.u... the fabric w Inch their ingenuity had been con-
ructing for many ye short we killed the whole of
e it which asbiad o4 B e e
young ones and carried them to the Canoes which we
found camped at the Recoude— 18th.—As we seldom
g o e Frech i
o sl o e et of the v coue
ety Ml Tty oo s it
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JOURNAL OF DUNCAN M'GILLIVRAY
stop the Canoes at meal time, w e bliged to depend
on our good fortune at the Chace to satisfy the calls of
hunger. We have this day made a e Kfast on
the chcic ks of o Stag wich Mo Shav iledAnived
at night at the Fagle Mountain River where we found the
Canoes camped and the people in great consternation
having perceived ¢ Caralirs on the Bank of the River who
seampered away into the Plains on being observed;
whether this scsount, deserved eredit could mot be
proved, but as i better to be warned of the
approach of an cm.my e e
was resolved o keep watch and the people were ordered
to sleep with their arms ready. Mr. S. guarded us *till
midnight when he resigned his place to Mr. MeD.
peased the emaindesof hecight n the
greatest tranquility, tho’ of the men started fro;
i sleep in'n) gt fight pretecding o have Lsasd
the report of a gun— 20th. Septr.—In the morning we
killed 3 fine Cows and put some choice morsels to roast
before a blazing fire under the shade of an ancient poplar.
After having feasted like Aldermen on the Fat of the
land and treated ourselves with hearty draughts out
of the contents of a clear Stream that BT T b
the trees and rushed into the River at a few
tance, the people arrived and devoured the rem:
of our feast with excellent appetites.— Tho' we
abundance of animals to maintain the pcnplc S
Bufaloes are not so numerous as usual in the:  we
are therefore of opinion that some Tribe of Indians hover
about us and frighten S R
lace less frequented by At 3 O'clock P.M. Mr.
Shaw killed a large Stag; soon after I crawled up to 2
Bulls and shot one of them through the heart; the other

&

dis-

o



GRA

D PORTAG

TO FORT GEORGE

hung over him as if to lament the loss of his companion,
and received my shot in the ribs upon which he ad’
vanced a hulc Turther and lay down with great com-
pos s not unaware of the danger of approaching
3 wounded Bl e
but T apprehended no danger from him, as l\t e
murluH» wounded, however he soon convinced
my error, by suddenly starting up and springing upon me
with the quickness of lightening, and before I had time
tofly he caught me betwixt his horns (o ch tore
my shirt_and Jacket) and tossed me a great height in
the air. Tho' I was greatly stunned by the Fall, yet I
recovered myself as soon as poss
picce at his head, which, with sceis
ce, made him scamper away into the woods,
where we pursued him and found him dead at a small
distance, and if the approaching night had not prevented
us we should have kindled a fire upon his hatefull car-
case The net d y Sept. 21t was spent in hunting at
Mr. Pangmans' ancient Fort, and the meat which the
Hunters killed was w)v.u"\h-d among the Canoes. Two
men who had gone a different dirrection from the others
fo re round which marrow bones had been roasted
some time before and on their return home they perceived
two men a horseback who ran into the woods.—  Adven-
tures of this kind are so common that they deserve little
attention, for scarcely a day passes without producing
appearances which are supposed to portend immediate
lecd some of the people are so terrified at the

i
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Tdea of an attack, and the cruelties committed at B
have made such an impression on their minds that they
‘mistake their shadows for enemies: uffalo, a Stag &
& Wolf have been successively mistaken for Gros Ventres
‘meditating our destruction and what encreases this con-
sternation is, the apprehensions of the Women who cannot
quit the Canoes without plaguing us with false alarms.
It is fortunate however that only a few are of this disposi-
tion, the greatest number of the men are well determined
to defend themselves if necessary.— 22nd
Battle River about noon where the people gummed the
Canoes.  We were sitting down to breakfast under the
shade of a tree when all of a sudden we heard an exclama-
tion of Auz Armes! Aux Armes! voila les gens du large)
and looking accross the River we perceived 5 men sculking
among the Bu: 'he Camp was immediately in com-
mot & Mr. 8: McD. & me with 4 men, all well armed
threw ourselves into a Canoe and traversed the River
when lo!instead of an enemy, with whom we expected
to come to immediate action, we found a few peaceable
Ammbum young men, seturing from « Horse Stealing
n in which they were not successfull— 1!
dlwo»crv accounted for all the alarms, which the ap-
pearance of the supposed Gros Ventres had already
given us. The young men informed us, that their camp,
consisting of 60 lodges, was at the Fagle Mountai
pear the River, it betag conscious of having merited
chastisement from us for some late acts of injustice which
they have committed, they thought it imprudent to

Gillay's esount 4790 o hat of A, Heapy. the youner
ason Y A Y B n,.,.a?um-i g
ot i
W

Shonth % the Bic River, b ke of he “thomp:
outh bunk of the

GensF,Large—people of the open plains,  desciptive teem applied o the
casetrinn tribes, Groh Ventoes, Bchlert, i6
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discover themselves openly, tho they hovered round us
at a distance They are a worthless indolent tribe,
entirely addicted to sloth &
boast of any peculiar excellence, it
stealing Horses. produced several instances
of this kind.— Th .y about 40 Horses from
Fort George last Winter and Spring, which we recover
from them on our voyage outwards, near their present
situation when we were forced to treat them with more
severity than ever they experienced before on such occa-
sions._ They returned again to the charge last summer as
we understand by Mr. Fi
more, which occasioned th
Fall-

5

i
that ever was attempted, was committed 2 days after
our arrival at Fort George, where they unmercifully
swept away 84 Excellent Horses and immediately
abandoned this part of the Country to possess them in
security—a_ thing they could not expect to do in our
neighbourhood.— We also learned from them that. the
Ventres were supposed to have retired to the Rocky
Mountains after the attack of S.B. a piece of information
which rendered all future pree: g them
unnecessary.— The Weather has heen exceedingly cold
for some time past—in the night and next day, snowed
about 6 inches, which was next day partly dissolved by
the heat of the Sun, & the 25th Septr. we arrived at
Pine Island Fort' about Sunset.— The men regret the
friendly reception that used to avait them at this place
after of the Voyage, but it is now in a ruined
condition, the buildings are consumed to ashes and i
few years no traces will remain, to shew that it has eve
26th.—Mr. McDonald
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with 2 men sett off for Fort George, distant about 2
days ride accross the Country. Buffalo are exceedingly
numerous,—from the summit of a hill which afforded

ensive prospect, we observed the face of the Coun-
try entirely covered by them, in short. they are numerous
as the locusts of Egypt, and to give us passage they were
forced to range themselves on both sides and we were no
T G e
28th. Septr.—We met Mr. Hughes' and 2 men from
Fort George with fresh horses, we therefore resolved to
proceed next day to the Fort distant 8 or 9 leagues.—
29th Septr.—Left the Canoes in the morning which was
extreemly cold. ~ As we approached near the Fort animals

e less numerous, a circumstance we greatly re-
gretted being so well mounted and equipt for the chace;
towards noon however we observed a band of about 30
Red Deer at a small distance. They were guarded by
an aged Stag who far outshone the rest in size & strengths
he was o gl oul st of destruction,
but after me time, he unluckily
Fre e Badgex ho](- S e
recover himself, AR (o i
e e e
frightencd at this accident threw his rider and sett off
at full speed in the midst of the Band, and it was not with-
out some difficulty that we overtook him after having
killed 4 deer. Most of these horses are trained from
their youth to the excrcise of hunting, their education
indeed is not.regular but practice makes them perfect.
The Horse of this country tho’ not large is bold and intre-
pid; he delights in the pleasures of the chace, and is so
animated at sight of a Band of animals that he can

James Hoghes, the o of Pine Ihad Fort (. 1)
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sMrrcIv be m>ln|l\ul lmm pursuing Hmn "The of
gelding is seldom p by s
k,em‘mlly di s the st .mguh ,.ml vigour of the Horse,
he is therefore full of fire and can with ease outrun most
of the large animals on which we depend for subsistence.
‘We met Mr. Finlay' at a small distance from the Fort &
arrived at 4 O'clock P.M— We found all the people in
oot bl e oy passed a very d
summer, ntin on of an incursion from lhe
Gens du zm.‘ ol lhnmp. 6 weeks after receiving in-
telligence of what had happened below they remained as
closely confined within the piquets as if they had actually
been beseiged.—  Our neighbours the English abandoned

their Fort® nml took refuge in ours during these dangerous
times. A party of Crees also resorted hither for safety

s b et pro
de it necessary to evacuate the Fort, and fi
length that the danger was imaginary from accounts
which informed them that the enemy was at the Rocky
Mountains, they renewed their former employments
without any further apprehensions.
he Canoes arrived without any acci
e i goods before Sun-

1 shall hereafter extract for your information the most
material circumstances out of the Fort Journal, which T
am appointed to write, for it would be an endless under-
taking to mention distinetly oceurence that hap-
pens in a place of such extensive trade as this, surrounded
by numerous tribes of Indians some of whom are con-
tinually at the Fort. I shall not be particular as to
arrivals & departures o any thing else which would be
unnecessary for you to know and which I have neither

e inlay, bitherty the patocy in harge of P Il Fort,
*icaghans Howse of the 1B Co. (p. 1)
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time nor inclination to enumerate being genenlly em.
ployed in the vocations of my duty: 0 avoid
frequent repetitions of the reception of, and manner of
LR (R e
c you a Short account of ther

\\ hen a Band of Indians .\ppmacl\ near the Fort it
is customary for the Cheifs to send a few young men
before them to announce their arrival, and to procure a
few articles w they are accustomed to receive on
these occasions—such as Powder, a piece of Tobacco and
a little paint to besmear their faces, an operation which
they seldom fail to perform previous to their presenting
themselves before the White People. At a fow yards
distance from the gate they salute us with several dis-
charges of their guns, which is answered by hoisting a flag
and firing a few guns. On entering the house they are
disarmed, treated witha few drams and a bit of tobaceo,
and after the pipe has been plyed about for some time
they relate the news with greal deliberation and cere-
\g from their usual taciturni proportion
tity of Rum they have swallowed, "till at

all gi

When their lodges are erected by the w omen they receive
a present of Rum proportioned to the quality
of the Cheifs and the whole Band di nk du
and sometimes much longer for nothing
of which they take every advantage—for
of an Opposition’ profusion is absolutely necessary to
secure the trade of an Indian. When the drinking
match has subsided they begin to trade they obtain the
large Keg at 30 Beavers,’ long Guns at 14, fine Stds.
TR LB oy Buckingiam e gl

e indvidialberes sk was U i of sl i brter_Steouds worth

e B i e o o rouk S pe ot ot
30
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Spim comiStd opfm._ Iyt Blankets 6, 1 p Trenches
5,1 med: Ax 2, 1fm. B. Tobacco Bemm, 1 Sp
-rmn 2, 20 Balls T G i the

T e o G
[ Couniie il e othe ebnie o
possess, s the consequence of Sepate e
their departure they are equi h Amunition, To-
basco and many other artices a3 exigencies may reuire,
(TN o it o o U
This with little difference is ye manner in which the
Beaver Hunters are treated, but the Gens du large
consisting of Blackfeet, Gros Ventres, Blood Indians,
Piedgans &e., are treated with less liberality, their com-
modities being cheily Horses, Wolves, Fai & Pounded
meat. which are not sought after with such cagerness as
the Beaver— Octr. 8, 1794—By the arrangements
which have heen made at the Portage this year, Mr.
¥ inted to command the Lower Depart-
ment of thi n consequence of which he has this
day departed with 12 men in 2 Canocs in order to take
proper Measures against the opposition which is supposed
will be very strong below. The neghbouring Tndins
having got intelligence of our arrival are pouring in con-
tinually from all g i Tors ince that time
has been a seene of dru brutality. This day
BrC e S
was butehered in a crucl manner—another young man
was also stabbed in the neck, but it is hoped he will
recover. The drinking match is therefore stopped to
prevent more mischief at this t

Indians are
entirely pitiful, having made no summer hunt: the

Rive

ato the beaver
i e e o (o Do e, hece: oo
et (s rand of obacio, o
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expences of equiping are thercfore more considerable
than usual bout 15 men who are permitted
to pass the Winter in the Plains, have been this day equip-
ped with amunition & and whatever furs they chance
to Kill will be traded on the Indian terms. sm
off 2 men wh are engaged to hunt for the Fort du
3 months. n we were informed that =i
Band of mncum were intercepted by a party of Crees
on the opposite side of the River and in danger of heing
Pillaged; Mr. Shaw therefore with 2 men nml s
immediately cro::ul the Ri he Cr
had already forced a few Horses from them Iuch were
restored on our .m-.m which happened time enough to
prevent_their cor o blows.—~ This Nation having
behaved last year m,\ukull) at Pine Tsland & carried
away a few horses, have been since considered as enemies,
but a Party of OId men hmlmg it impossible to subsist
w.u.um our (:()mmmlll\ s ¢
o e e | uu- Horses that were stolen
o e o re with them last winter,
M i e S e o encouragement at.
that time to prevent their abandoning the Fort entirely,
they now venture to pay us a visit tho’ not without many
appreliensions of danger which appears from a timidity
whic mpossible for them to conceal. Before their
departure Mr. Shaw took § Horses from them and
gave them to undenl.md that this was their proportion
of the number of horses that ere to be returned.
[ “The. Tanters have killed 2 Bull, They
report that animals are very scarce. - Arranged the Goods
and put an assortment of Goods into the Shop lately built
for the men.  Arranged also the Guns and laid up a few
wers cployes meded o the veyage, butsipecamas ot the

7th
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yed o fov cuses of knives & bats
which have been wel since ge. Engaged two
Indians to hunt fnr th Fm ‘The Plains arround us

Is fly avay in

for the Spring-

oya

are all on fire ar that the anim
every dirrection m save themselves from the flames, an
attempt which is often rendered abortive when the fire
is cherished by a breeze of wind, which drives it along
with such fury that the flestest horse can scarcely outrun
The Indians often

mals in order to u\l\nuvc i

it~ At night a poor Woman who had been stabbed by
her Hushand in a drinki ch @ days ago departed
this life in great agonies.—a few moments before she
expired she was delivered of a dead child, who she re-
ussed should be Intesed by hos side. She also re
quested to be wrapt up in a fathom of fine Strouds that
she might appear with decency before her ancestors in
the land of Spirits. This melancholy circumstance nat-
urally leads one to reflect on the miserable condition of
Women in this Country, where they a
the Slaves of the men and treated accor
unlimited authority is placed in the hands of a savage he
the least opposition to his will as an
able offence, which the ferocity of his temper excites him
to punish with the greatest severity and cruelty. From
the m n Indian purchases his wife from her father,
he regards her ame light as any other part of his
property, entirely at his disposal, posscssing the Power of
] e e
the resentment of her if e is a brave
Lo s bt i
5

gly— When
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all the drudgery which occurs in the domest of
the family. She is continually employed in drawing
ing Wood, searching for horses and every
other kind of cmployment which the Husband thinks
below the dignity of a Warrior or hunter to assist her in,
and when she has the misfortune to incur his displeasure
for any neglect of duty or wa
experience the brutal effects of tment. But
hstanding T authority of the  men
(an authority which the strong acquire over the weak)
he other sex wear the Breeches: Of this number
was the unfortunate sufferer in question. She in a fit of
drunken jealousy abused her hushand in the grossest
terms, dragged him by the hair accross the fire and was
guilty of many other acts of violence, which proved her
strength to he superior to her modesty; though the poor
fellow stood much f her well repeated corrections,
et ths sovero discipline befors many spectators roused
his passions, he snatched hold of a dagger & stal
her in 8 Places, am] ntvilst
yas imndistely red, her life could not be saved.
e
DR i b vt oo esthosias 21
Hearts, on the fleshy part of her an 12th—A small
band of Piegans' arrived in the morning and traded in-
stantly to prevent any quarrels between them and the
other nations at the House. Soon after their departure
2 tribes of Assiniboines arrived. The one is called
Slmng Wood & the other Grand River Assiniboine

"Fos Grand

P Do owe by -bescs thei gentous ecepin.

For
secp. .



FORT GEORGE, 1794

the former Band came altogether here in consideration of
which they have got a large present of Rum to divert
themselves during the night. The latter band consists
of a few remaining stragglers who were absent from the
large band when they stole our horses—they >u|)|wsc
them to have dirrected their course to the Red R

night a few Canoe e e e o
some Skins to trade Rum & Tobacco with which they
intend to meet the B r way to the House.~ The.
Hunters Killed a Stag: they report that a few of the men
who have received permission to Winter in the meadows,
frighten away the animals from the quarter where they
are stationed. Mr. S. therefore ordered me and 2 men
to 20 in pursuit of them and command them to return to
the Fort, a thing they declined to do at the instance of
the Hunters tho' they used Mr. Shaws authority for that
purpose.~ 17th Octor.—I am just returned from my trip
after the men whom T had some difficulty to dimvc.,
they having been camped in the midst of a wood, w
they had chosen purposely to secure their conc .Almcnt
Sesidlig ik ks realld o the Fort:—they are now
returning home m nst the ations and will
be here tomorrow. During my absence the Gauche &
Blencau Assis the Two greatest. Cree Chiefs with some
other Indians arrived at the Fort and drank without inter-
mission for 48 hours. The Gun Case & Marching
Wolf two Crees have departed with 4 mcn to IumL
for us, one of the hunters formerly
his face with powder returned to the I‘nrt for monh(
to cure himself. We h; lum\n employed in
is in Provisions,

= eeson boyond the
on e Gt Bltmnes were

atchexan s the Fiing Lakes
2t the Indi of the Plrss.
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meat will soon be provided for the Winter.
About midnight a party of drunken Tndians bent upon
mischeif went to the English House and upon being
denied admittance they broke open the gates and insulted
Mr. Tomison and all his people very grossly.— 20th
Octor.—The Grand Sotean & French Bastard with about
20 men arrived,—these being Cheifs of considerable i
ence were presented after U
with  large Kegs of Rum
devoted o intosic

fu-
S o
nd the refore was
e v e
ution to prevent bloodshed among the,
ves, being interested in whatever concerns thems for a
quarrel or dispute betwixt any two tribes may occasion
revolutions which would be very predjudic
cern; besides we are commanded by humanity to preserve
the lives of our fellow creatures where it is in our power
and to protect the oppressed is also a duty we are desired
to perform. This kind of assistance is often necessary in
an Indian Country, where the weak become naturally
a prey to the e s o e
posed to confer right. This maxim is sometimes service-
able to us where fair means fail to accomplish our ends.
our arrival this has been one continued seenc of
drunkenness and riot, of clamour and confusion. Indians
n multitudes to the Fort from all directions
10 allay their thirst by B e ST
Rum.~ Men generally employe & home meat
from the Huntes tents and o are happy to learn that
the Buf ¢ very numerous at a small distance.
i) ol il
i il quickly prevent. it all the pasturage in our

be d

o the Con:

wil ¥ th
would involve us in many dislr««ts from famine &
6
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want.— 23d—Tyed up 13 Bales of 70 Skins each,
which with 30 formerly made, amounts in all to 43 Bales.—
he Tailleur @ Beaver River Indian arrived in a miser-
able condition, having been pillaged of his wife and
baggage by two young men from whom he narrowly
escaped with life— Soon after another Cree arrived
of his Wife, who has cloped a few days ago,
they give mutual consolation to cach other over a pot
of Rum. About noon a few Blood-Indians' & Ci
cees’ followed by a band of Assiniboines arrived with a
small_quantity of pounded meat & Grease~ Men
employed in tearing up and burning the stumps arround
the Fort to clear a Spot for the Indian lodges.  We have
hitherto been in daily expectation of the arrival of David
Grant, it having been rumoured at G. Portage that a
considerable proportion of his Canoes was destined for
this place. The Seaso ow far advanced wit
any appearance of b it is conjectured that the
ere circulated below respecting the in-
tention of the Gros Ventres have intimidated him from
attempting to pass through their lands. It b
below has proceeded from this it is certainly an obligation
which we ought to acknowledge to them nou\nhsumdmg
their late (Icpmd.ntlmh for this circumstance will T hope
be productive of gre: b
Sk sl i e predjudicial
to it. But this will not diminish the severity with which
they deserve to be treated, when they venture to return
to the Fort. From the precautions which have been
taken to oppose him this year with success, it is lmpcd he
will have reason to repent of his rashness in has de
taken an opposition against the North West Company
e ¥ e

5
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upon such a Slender foundation. It is certain how-
ever that had he proceeded this far, it would be impossible
revent his making excellent returns with a small

of Indians in this department that he could easily procure
a part of their furs in spite of every effort of ours to the
contrary. The weather since our arrival has been very
fine & warm. The fires have raged with great fury over
the face of the Country, but there is reason to hope that
they will soon be extinguished, the weather being this
day boisterous and windy, a certain m.hc,.m.. of Rain or
snow.—~ Tyed up 8 Bales—~ 30th.—] ned the Kegs
of ]m\\dcr bv SR et o i
of it is d: . Arranged some bad Tobacco for the
arival of the Blackleet. The Star n Sirong Wood
Assiniboine Cheif arrived: he reports that vast herds
of Bulfaloesare at the Paint River' where he ntends to
make a Pound in the course of the Winte s Verd
acived i » great. frght fom the Eieice Taot sbove
having been fired upon by & l|\dian whom he met on
the road, and who would certainly have killed him had
he not saved himself by u.gm Mr. Hughes prepares
10 set off tomorrow to discover who this miscreant is that
he may be pumahell according to his desert. Tyed up
one Bale which in all makes 51 Bales of Beaver & W s
Novr. 4 h—«snoml about 8 nd
e e e
which we hope wil soon be covered with lec it being
very dissagreable and difficult job to ferry the Indi
accross. At 10 O'clock ol
Bougon arrived
noe A

S

o . to the south of Fort George and entring the Saskatchewsn.
Tather .

8
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Crees. Tyed up 3 Bales of Beaver. At night a young
from the Gauche & Bleanreau Assis arrived with
the news according to Mr. Shaws request to that purpose
some time ago. He reports that a War party has
been formed among the Crees; in consequence, the
greatest number of them are already departed on an ex-
pedition against the Slave lnduns ~ 1f the account be
true it will diminish our expectations of good returns
this year, they being the pri uml Bcu\cr Hunters in this
tment, but reports of this nat so vague and
o i e . S Gt i e
be confirmed by evidence that can be depended on. He
5o that the Blackfeet will soon visit us, and
that the Gros Ventres hitherto stationed atthe Rocky
Mountains have separated in Two Bands, one of them
supposed to be that which attacked S.B. has formed an
alliance with the Snake Indians’, formerly their mortal
enemies, with intention to abandon this quarter for ever,
and the other band Steer their course in this direction to
obtain peace of us and the nations that surround us.
6th.—Mr. Tomison paid us a visit, but was called home
soon after by a message which informed that the express
from H.B. was arrived. The accounts which we receive
from the Lower Department are rather imperfect owing
to the unsettled state of affairs, which prevented the
Gentn. below from writing fully on the subject. We
understand however, that David Grant has estnblixhed
Posts at Nepawi & Sturgeon River the seats of
i e o M Mo

ngement o Froprictos, s terpeten . of the
Bl Mgkl i vt e Fontics
“This s probatly the fame man, now at the Lower Fort

3
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Chastillain oppose him at these places. The Arre
ments that Mr. Finlay made on his arrival are hitherto
unknown, but we expect an express from him very soon.
Mr. Tomison is much dissapointed that no goods are
sent him by this express; he had hitherto flattered himself
with receiving a supply of 3 or 4 Canoes & according
to agreement he had shortl arrival here sent
ff 8 men with a large Band of Horses to convey the
Goods by land from a certain place that was agreed
upon, being convinced that the lateness of the season
would prevent the Canoes from performing the whole
voyage. The men however after having performed the
whole journey, perceived a smoke on the opposite side
of the River, which they supposed to issue from the
Camp of some Indians who they were apprehensive
might steal their Horses, they therefore faced about and
directed '.hcxr course to the Fort where they arrived 5
nights ago, t having seen the least appearance
of what lhcy S e i
containing the express, arrived at the place of assignation
and remained some time in expectation of the Horses from
this place, till at length the Ice precluding every possibi-
lity of proceeding further by water they secured the Canoe
& Baggage in the woods and arrived here after a Journey
of 18 days. They left York Fort the Ist Septr. at
which time the Ships from England did not arrive.
The Men employed carrying home meat. Took a tr
in the Carioles' in the afternoon.~ Fine weather.—
hree Circee Chiefs and 4 Piegan C
arrived with about 20 Young men; Soon after the
Yellow Duck & White Eagle (Crees) arrived and after
receiving the usual present of Rum, they all retired to

ighe drawn by dogs.
0
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their lodges, to divert themselves during the remaining
part of the night.— Abo
i s o () G [ e
woman in this Fort came at night with His furs. They
Brought altogether about 9 Bales and a little provisions.—
Teth e Dell homme o Cree, & Beay Hinker an
Chief arrived with a few Young Men.
ShonLy thereafter @ Piegan Chicfs arrived; one of
whom having never scen a Fort before, was dubious
where to enter, but was dirrected hither by a Chief of his
own Nation who departed yesterday. He made a present
of his favorite Horse and Bonnet de Guerre' to Mr. Shaw
—two invaluable articles in the estimation of an Indias
The weather has been changeable for a few days pa:
the night generally produces a few Tnches of snow, which
is disolved by the heat of the Sun next day o
whole it is an exceeding fine Fall.— 16 Tughes &
myself are just arrived from the Hu - Tent but with
20 Buffalos. The Hunters h. ve been very successfull
for some time past and there is a fine quantity of fresh
meat in the Hangard, notwithstanding the great consump-
tion of about 80 men with near as many Women &
children Two Piegan Chiefs with 7 young men arrived
and near twice as many went to the English:—they have
ot a greater proportion of ribe than any other that
hequcm. these Forts,’ owing to some old connections,
b W ot

*The o of st 3.0 ot mey b g by i o Pl
ptement S0 e P S o e
e seventy Canadiann aad bal-brods: s sty women apd

iy nied g o of il et

e wlowanco per diem for cach man being ch pounds : & proportion

oo e o bemer o

of min among them-—David Thompson about 1187 5,

e prfence of the Bigan o the o' oy Co wold be e
v, Feer P 1103 rom Bocingheny oo N S
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betwixt them, but this Superiority is amply compensated
to us, by having the trade of near 35 of all the other
nations.— Upon examination it appears that we have
already traded 70 Bales of Beaver and Wolves besides
20 B zes and a good quantity of
daryed provsions.

2nd.—Sent off 20 men for meat. A young man
,urmcd lmm Ihc Grand Mnmv Buffalo Pound at the
Paint. r Tobacco Ir. McDonald and me
are pcrm“(&d o et e B e e
the C gallons Rum, 1 fm ot & mcsvanina
each to cv\toum(.(‘ them to make plenty pounded meat.
23d. Novr.—We sett off after breakfast with 10 men,
who have obtained leave to visit the Pound in order to
satisfy their curiosity by seeing the Buffalo enter it. At
night killed a Bull, part of which we roasted for supper in
a thicket of wood where we had chosen our Campment
to secure us from the effects of a very cold northerly wind.
We retired to rest at the usual time, like Don Quixote
under the open Canopy of Heaven, wrapt up in our robes
and enjoyed a refreshing nights rest, notwithstanding we
found ourselves covered with 3 inches of Snow next
morning.

At day break we mounted our Horses and arrived at
the Pound at 10 O’clock. The Chiefs of the Ban
comed us at the entrance of the Camp, from whence the
Master of the Pound conducted us into his Lodge, where

feast was quickly prepared and served round. The

laws of hospitality are strictly observed by most of the

riendly tribes of this Country :—they bestow the best

part of the Lodge covered with Clean robes on a Stranger;

treat him with great attention and respect; in short they

ever anticipate his wants by providing every thing in
52




FORT GEORGE, 1794
Shefe powe which ey mippose to be mos sccptabl;
indeed their officiousness s sometimes disgusting par-
e e o
forced to Swallow whatever quantity of food
before them. On one of these ocasions T was
with about 3 Ibs of Pimican, a composition x

oual parts of Pounded Meat & Grease, and tho' I would
willingly dispense with 1 of the quantity, yet I was
e Ul ot iog TS O A
be considered an unpardonable insult by the Master of
the ceremony. These people are remarkable for a dirty
regard to decency or

youn

woman presented me with a wooden dish (encrusted
with the remainder of many a delicious feast) containing
some in which a child had been washed a few moments
before & which was afterwards cooled by the addition
of a little snow, & the Kettle in which the operation ad
been performed was used soon after to boil meat for our
next repast.— the Camp our noses
assailed by an oﬁcnsi\'e il i ol D
fatal to more d ans : It proceeded from the
Cmasd i w0 ‘mangled limbs of Buffaloes
scattered nmmn;, the Lodges, but another substance

gé
&

part of this diabolical odour—In the afternoon we were
gratified by sceing the Buffalo enter the Pound;—the
were conducted thither by two small fences begin
on each side of the door and extending wider the farther
they advance in the Plain: from hehind these the Indians
Waved their robes as the Buffaloes were passing to
direct their course streight towards the Pound, which
was so well constructed on the declivity of a small hill
s
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that it was invisible till you arrived at the gate. The
poor animals were sarce enclosed, when showers of
arrows were discharged at them as they rushed round the
ing furious attempts to revenge themselves
foes, till at length being overcome with wounds
& loss of blood they were compelled to yield to their
oppressors and many of them were cut to picces before
the last remainder of life had forsook them. Of all the
the Indians have devised for the destruc-
tion of this usefull animal,—the Pound is the most
successful. Nex express arrived from Mr. Shaw
B s mees B e
the Fort. We therefore mounted our Horses and arrived
about midnight. Mr. Shaw informed us that they had
already sent several Cree Chiefs to the Fort, with offers
of returning all the Horses they had stolen, to seeure a
riendly reception as they pprehensive of
bem;, treated with severity. He also informed us that
in_ consequence of these negotiations they proposed to
come in next day, their Camp being about ¢ leagues
distant from the fort.—It was this Band that pillaged

e last year, I hope therefore that this occasion will
enable me to get some satisfaction for that dissagreable
irmmatance—

Novr. 26th.—Early in the morning 12 young men
arrived for lub-um, for 20 Blackfeet & Blood Indian
Chiefs & shortly thereafter the whole Band appeared
upon the River where about 30 men separated for the
sh House whils the rest amounting to 70 or 80
men marched slowly towards us. On arriving at the
Gate 1 Chois leding s many Horses advanced before
the rest and delivered them to Mr. € ith very un-
common gestures : they afterwards lu-rnl the Fort,

“

Engl
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leaving their arms however with the women being
probably affraid of putti m in our possession accord-
i e e i e e
of defence in case of extremities. number of Horses
Lo e to have
for this purpose I was ordered out with a few
R Camp, which after some
resistance we accomplished notwithstanding their exer-
tions to the contrary. 1 employed every method in my
power to discover any of the miscreants who were per-
sonally concerned in my unlucky adventure last winter,
but after many unsuccessfull endeavours I could only
learn that they did not dare to accompany their relations;
I entered the Hall where the principal Men
were assembled and being transported S
seeing 1o likelihood of recei onement. for the
Injury I had Suffered, I sprung upon m.-.: greatest cheif
the Gros Blanc & offered him an indignity which he will
always remember with anger and resentment. They
immediately made me a present consisting of a Horse,
some finely ornamented Robes leggins & and tho’ he
uted his share yet he could not conce:
¢ so much humbled before so many
ome Crees who were present exulted much
d one in particular the Sitting Badger a Cheif of
uence, whose brother had been killed a few
o by the Gros Blans, olserved tox
grasped hi ist me if it had beer
et i e e that 1 did not
outright.—This formidable
all the neighbouring nations, his immense si
tributes Grea Gltinetion & some act o per-
sonal courage which he has displayed on many occasions

g

el ind by
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have established his reputation so firmly that he is
supposed to be the most daring and intrepid Indian in
this Department. He remained a considerable time in
the Hall in a state of suspence revolving in his mind in
what manner to proceed : at length he issued out in a
transport of fury to make preparations for instant
departure, threatening vengeance against me, but his
relations flocking about him in numbers opposed his
design and after many entreaties they persuaded him
to relinquish it;—And next morning a_general peace
was concluded betwixt all parties, tho’ this circumstance
plninly o um he retained a lively sense of what
discipline being the first instance of
G R o (i G El Ty
sensible effect in their manners—fro at and
Rl T m e ety Al
comport them: great circumspection to avoid
e e e
unlawfull embraces ‘of the men to purchase their lost

vor—a custom hitherto held in some kind of dishonour
EE e e Tl e S
wonderfull alteration in their mode of tradin;
seen one of this tribe employ a % hour in |mrlrrmg a

Dozen Wolves and twice as many Depoui o0 un-
reasonable as to (lcmmx(l a Gun, Pistol, or any other
article that o d hi and yet

o Bl e G e offered 2 feet
Tobacco for u Moy m.-y trade more expediti

accept. whatever is
ot o (e B
ling present, tho’ our usual liberality to them is
greatly withdrawn.—During 3 days which they spent at
the Fort was traded 16 Bales of 50 Wolves each, 800 Ibs.

T o on the ribs and back.

"
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Pounded meat with a sufficent quantity of Fat to employ
twice as much, 20 Buffalo robes and 12 Bear Skins—a
trade almost One half inferior to last year's, which shews
that they had no inclination to hunt *till a freindly inter-
course with the Fort would be established—The Inhabi.
tants of the Plains are so advantageously situated that
they could live very happily independent of our assis
ance. They are surrounded vith innumerable herds of
various kinds of animals, whose fles
Ient nourishment and whose Skins defend them from the
inclemency of the weather, and they have invented
so many methods for the destruction of Animals, that
they stand in no need of amunition to provide a suffi-
ciency for these purposes. It is then our luxuries that
attract them to the Fort and make us so necessary to
their happiness. The love of Rum is their first induce-
ment to industry; they undergo every hardship and
fatigue to procure a Skinfull of this delicious beverage,
and when a Nation becomes addicted to drinking, it
affords a strong presumption that they will soon become
excellent hunters. Tobacco is another article of as great
demand as itis unnecessary.~ - Custom has however made
it of consequence to them o it coattutes 8 princpel
part of their feasts & Superstitious ceremonics,
e e s s cousalh o e
out of the e
e e
rendered valuable by the great advantage it gives them
to the Rocky
lave Indians who are
ru tis
Teaver, but f the Fur Trade had not
allured adventurers to this Country there would be no

e
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necemity for hunting this saimal— The sest of our
commodities are indeed usefull to ves, when they
can afford to purchase them, but if lhcv had hitherto lived
ted with European productions it would not T
iminishtheir felicity.— 30th.
Blackfeet departed at several periods of the
o s ikt mart o e O s il eosaE
visit the Fort in the course of the Spring, with ¢ of the
Women who were supposed to be killed at S. Branch.
The Crees contradicted the Report of the War Party, that
was said to be forming among them. being St.
Andrews day, the Men observed the usual ceremony of
resenting Bouquets to his Votaries, on which occasion
DI i i tiem 0 Gallo i ot lhemsclvcs
with a Vengeance, for one bot
another so quick that scarcely a man in the Fort e
a Black eye.

December 5th 1794.—There being no Indians at. the
House a Party crossed the river to catch a Horse that was
o AU A ST e s R o it
with some trouble and difficulty, he having been so long
estranged from the Human Race that he took fright on
our approach. He appeared a very beautifull Animal
ance but upon examination we found him to be
blind of an eye.

Alter midnight we were agreably surprized at the
arrival of Mr. Finlays Express from Sturgeon River.
S ol S T g i

cople desert him; his only Clerk (Mr. Porter), 1 Inter-
preter and 8 Troquois are now employed in the Com-
panys service and little encouragement would be rcqulnd
to make the rest men forsake him:—t

iy st G b ¢4 o (S o 5

Novemr.—The

ata

8
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affect him much: ears much concerned and
dejected at his misfortunes, and he has candidly confessed
that his affairs are now entirely ruined.— Mr. F
makes a demand of about 20 Pieces of Is consist-
ing cheily of Amunition & Rum—Articles of great
value in the trade of this River.— We learn also ﬂ\u! a
Band of Sotos between Nepawi and Sturgeon River
qusrrl it the people. f the hm-.  Department =
fall and tho’ ! Shots nd bt d yet
person recei e(l any hurt, ne Hu- l\(Cl(!cHt attended
with any bad consequence, mcpn the (-xpvmhﬂlrc, of
2 Kegs H.Ws.' which were given to appease the Natives.
11th.—One of our hunters after !m\mg Killed 40
animals left us, to hunt Beaver. The Grand Soteau a
Cree Cheif arrived from the Beaver Hi
amuse themselves driving Buffalo
a very unfavorable circumstance for our Returns. Gave
a few articles to the value of 15 Brs. which will
be charged to him in case he gives his Spring Hunt to the
English, which we think he intends.~ 18th Decemr.—
The Fall trade being now almost over, Mr. Hughes has
obtained permission to visit the Gentlemen of Lower Fort
des Praiie;for this purpose he has this moming de-
parted in company with 2 of our men and \lr Finlays
people; they carry on Dog Sledges, 5 Kegs High Wines,
Keg Powder, 1 Bag Ball, 10 Assorted Klzmkels and
30 Laced Capots'. Mr. Shaw sends down 10 Horses
to be separated among those who sustained any loss by
the Blackfeet last Winter. + Piegans in the
nll,cmnnn they are entirely pitifull, according to their

i
ot 31 North Sskatchesn and about 25 il N.E.of the present
R
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own expression, having only 40 Wolves & a small quantity
of provisions

17th—Two Canoes Assiniboine Cheifs namely the
White Bear and Fils de la Biche' arrived, and soon after o
Cree followed b maining Gr:
Tt T
Skins, 1500 Ib pounded meat, a good ¢
fresh tongues &e & th

ight 5 Blackfect arrived one of whom
is the Old Swans Son. The Swan was once the greatest
Cheif of this Nation and was respected and esteemed by
all the neighbouring tribes; ~his intentions towards the
white people have been always honest and upright, and
while e rtained any authority his band never attempted
anything to our predjudice. At length being worn out

with age and debility he was forced to resign his place
to the Gros Blanc, a man of unbounded ambition and
I T
Leaving the Fort a few
over a Dog, and broke some blood v
his death 2 days thereafter;—h
returned to lament. his memory, which they do in ver
mournfull terms, and his Son wishing to for
condition considered . young
Cheif desirous of lmcmg footsteps of his father:
d as a first mark of his quality Mr. Shaw has
S b e e e
ployed in carrying meat, there is now a large quantity

sel whic

e s vl the bsde o bl abich mads o s bt vith
gt which ke otk of Shis™;

a0
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of provisions in the Hangard. We have already traded
100 Bales of Beaver & Wolves about 4865 Ib Pounded
meat besides a large quantity of Grease & Depouilles.
20th.—I

pains, which have n considers
El
January 26th 1795.—] overed from a
violent it of rheumatism or some other vile disorder of
that nature which has confined me to my bed during
It reduced me much but my co

ution
at overcome it, and no other Symptoms now
remain, than a \«mkl\m\ it Elos B
y attention on th
e O o
of consequence transpired, it being
when ltte business oceurs.  Most of the Blackfeet have
e Fort and a few of all the other nations

oA A e [
The lloln(m> oy dissipation &
with quarreling and fighting—
consequences of mtonuhun ong the men.
On the night of the 16th Baitteau arrived from the
English River with letters from Mesrs. Fraser & Me-
b Things in that quarter go on in the usual
peaw.nhlc manner, for the Posts to the
subject t udden or unexpected revolutions from the
nature of the Country and its inhabitants.”
97th—The Strong “uml A\wlmh(l\m rrived from
their Pound in al aded about 300 Skins,
2300 1b Pounded Meat Sl

&

i Armgnets o Popidn. s, o of the Norh
Wen Gontongy Bl il 220 et ' the
Ubpec and Lower Englh River Depar

T Thompion's Nerretit avsied on

a1
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The men still employ 2 earryog home meat from the
Hunters Tent. The F s are now returned
o s SRITAT e e
we have therefore only the Gun Case and Marching Wolf
employed in hunting and a sufficient number of animals
will T hope soon be killed for e Spring.- W lze
shed a Glacicre containing 5 s & Shoulders
for the consumption of Apr nning of May,
hoping by this means to preserve the Meat from spoiling
in the warm Season.— This Winter is unusually severe;
there is now a great quantity of Snow upon the Ground
from which our connoisseurs prognosticate an overflow
of the River in the Spring. This day the weather is so
extreemly cold that a man has been frost bit going for
Water— We are almost suffocated with Smoke, which
is condensed the moment it issues out of the Chimnies
& rolls down the Houses into the Fort, a convincing
proof of the cold state of the atmosphere. The Gun
Case Arrived to inform us that he ke il 24 B

815t Janry.—Some Blood Indians who arrived yes-
terday at the l‘,n;,hxh House, traded about 40 Wolven
here. the Warchouses it appears that
our trade, smounts 1o 112 Bales, Besiden Bear Elins
Kitts &. 8900 Ib Pounded meat with at least a sufficient
quantity of fat to employ it, so that however difficient
we may be in Packs at the embarkation, there is every
appearance that the quantity of provisions will answer
the expectations of the Gentn. of the Northern Posts,
who depend on us for this necessary article. The Men
are employed squaring and sawing wood to make 5
Boats in the Spring for the purpose of conveying the
Pimitigan’ to Cumberland House for the Water is generally

Ticehome,
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on, that no vehicle can proceed
By a recapitulation taken
this day we are sorry to observe that Goods will probably
T woe o e i B Tty o e e
another demand from Mr. Finlay p. return of express.
Mr. Shaw has therefore resolved to request a supply
from Mr. McTavish at Lac Verd, and the people wait
only the arrival of Mr. Hughes who is daily expected
o el

Febry. 4th 1795 the morning 5 lodges of Crees
arrived; this small Band TR
ment from whenee (they] came up last summer:—
et e o i pitifull Hunters
that they Brought but 15 Skins in all to the Fort, for
which reason they are treated with such indifference and
contempt, that they resolve to return to their own lands,
where they pretend to have been accustomed to receive
a better reception. They sold all their Lodges and most
of their Horses to procure a little Rum.—  We anxiously
expect the arrival of Mr. Hughes, the season bei
advanced to perform a journey to the English River, the
people of which are detained to carry the news of the
Lower Fort des Prairies.

Febry 9th—Baitteau with 4 of our men sett off for
Lac Verd, it being impossible to detain them any longer
for the Express- At ight a grand River Aminiboine

8 women arrived from their pound with
Shost 500, b Poamded 3 The weather is more
moderate for some Tth— The Express
from the Lower Department is at last arrived without any

too low in that
from this with |n|c

north to rua o e 1 Croe.

e v e whe There
e g Rivr Dopurinet s the Fort s Pris

ST et o habasea s o a3 C
e R il Tor oo from 1
.
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accident after a dissagreable journey of 18 days; They
suffered much from the severity of the weather having
i e el
under a wreath of snow to ave the fury of a
storm. These delays wasted their provisions
e T [l Pl (o e
have felt the dkd: of starvation. This Voyage has
aequired i the eputation of being a vigourous val

Grant wear a very unfavo
o DR G proposss of
selling all his goods to Mr. Finlay for a c
of Packs, these however were rejected in Lumcqlmue
of the arrangements made last year at Montreal by
Messrs. Gregory & Robinson, respec
s apprehended that the purch;
goods, however cheap, might interfere with the decision
of n cout o usticencase  proces b boen commenced

has arrived, but having
killed no Beaver he was as coldly received as the rest of
that Band, and he has left the House with the same deter-
mination of returning to his own lands.~ He reported
that the Strong wood Assiniboines are working pro-
visions. Mr. Finlays men who arrived with Mr. Hughes,
sett off.

19th Feby.—The two remaining Hunters arrived in
the afternoon and began to drink: by examining the
Meat account it appears 413 animals have been carried
this Winter to the Fort, but a sufficient quantity of Meat,
SH remaiog 0 mafatain us il the anidillelof By
Pro ive in this Department; the

5

e very expen
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two Hunters have scarcely k\llul m m..m\lm :\nd mm
payment will amount to 7 or av c

the amunition they Inw .nlrrmlv 1-\|1(-m|u\l i
expences of dry = raged at th

5 Bgs of Pimi

e e s T

considerable part of our returns, it being so very necessary

o tak e Canoes of all the Posts on this side of

Lake Bourbon including the English River and Atha-
ka.

22d.—Cloathed the Hunters, their women and Chil-
The Gauché & 3 young men arrived from the
ls with about 200 Beavers \\Mcl\ \l\cy traded

mition and Tobacco.-
gomntiey of Snow upon theGround pmcn
his time accordi

¥
tl\c natives
g to custom,

'mm pouring in upor
e e
S e e
to sec a few drunken Stragglers (whose impatience to
drink is tao great not to be satisfied sooner) “till the
latter end of Mareh, when all the nations will come in
together, or near the same time, so that the Indians will
only make one Hunt this 28th Febry—The Bel
Sy o R O it
—The old man mace a present of 0 for which he mmul
a large Keg & cloathing, which he says will be
that ever he'll purchase as he intends to_ resign s
place and authority to his Oldest Son—~ The am
of our trade is as follows—118 Bales, 10,000 Ib Pounded
Meat, Grease, Bear Skins & and the Indians owe
about 20 Packs of Credits since the Fall. The men
are commanded to fell and S logs of timber of
e a Block House in the
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Spring which is much wanted to beautify and dc[uml
the Fort.— The most general news among ¢
at SR (e Connir & tnbe ot
Southwest are determined to force their way this year
Wiy the attempt’. rumour epiets
their Cheif has got a parchment Roll written by
mnh to the traders of this quarter, the con-
The Gens du Large and
ishing to
Ives, have
hitherto prevented the Intentions of this Band, of com-
mencing a friendly intercourse with the Fort, in order
to exclude them from any share of our commodities, which
they are well aware would put their enemies in a condition
to defend themselves, from the attacks of those who are
already acquainted with the use of arms.— The Cou-
tonées have already made several attempts to visit us, but
they have been always obstructed by their enemies and
forced to relinguish their design with loss:—this year how-
ever it is mpurlud that they in d obtaining a safe pas-
sage hithe \g their enemies with Bands of Horses.
e e judge, but
it i shrewdly suspected that s party will be ormed to
intercept as lwuul u«- ss to this quarter. n
also rumoures Iudkes uf Gros Ventres are
T Blackfeet C:lmp, ealis e
obtain peace of us and our Allies, that a regular com-
Bt e e established,
v.lud\ ey wish for in great cagerness, the

5

o0l i e ro plundered from the H:B:
Comp'm\' being now almost expended. Ttis rather uns
the i

te

Katensin, s p. vl and p. o

36




FORT GEORGE, 1795

on our neighbours, Mr. Tomison scems to entertain
Radu for those acts of barbarity and
they have committed on various occa-
e S ot employers, for he has
confessed this winter that He would not proceed to
the Fort.—This benevo-
i e R
. but t0 do good for evil is a

lence might n

e e
and character in this Country. But whatever reasons
Bl i o T
tive remembrance of injurics, on this oceasion; it
ChfE e Cael S
by the laws of every nation, and it is an universal maxim
among Savages that Blood must pay for Blood.—Their
intentions towards us have been no better than to the
English, but there attempts to our prejudice have for-
tunately proved less successfull. The Murder of old
inard is amply rcvcn;:c(l (if it has been committed by
h s onl ected) by the death of 5 Gros
Tedazas Toand & S Branch so that i only
f the horses and

remains for
R o e o e e e

Wc have had several quarrels with our uusl\bours
o e

they attribute to our Superior numbers, which
b,o.»u.m will be done away in the Spring, when all our
differences will probably be decided by a general battle
with equal numbers.— days ago two men arrived from
Lac Verd for the purpose of taking down some grease
by the Beaver River as soon as the communication will
be open. A supply of this kind is yearly sent to the
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E. R. it being  scarce article at that place. The poor
{elows are eduacd to Skeltans by estrceme famin -
afer bvin asted 3 days they woro o o illa D,
hich alloned e some sl for 10 dys ogex
they aupported themeves by cating theie shoes
e iy
and_ fatigue they sbandoned themselves to
o, e fotomately ey rocved aitanc from
some Crees who happened to_pass that way.—They
‘met, our men going for goods to Lac Verd.
March sth 1795.—This morning an unespeeted

orable in cvery respect. We are sorry
that 2. Cutbert Grant s ben contved

xahulenppem o mking s, i considrsle
pantity of goods will remain for that purpose.—  Mr.

I R, IR e
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Thorburn' we understand enjoys but a bad state of
health, sine his return W
of return:
standing this deluge o
some comfort. from our accounts respec
whose ambition will probably receive such a Check this
year that they will never attempt another Campaign
against the North West Company. In the Lower
le but

1.B: Company o
He is said to be quite distracted at the confused state of
his affairs, having no person in his service in whom he
can place any confidence, his interpreters and most of
his men being composed of Rasc o0 have formerly
been expelled the Country for misconduct, it cannot
therefore be expected that people of this disposition will
exert themselves with fidelity
their 1-m|)h)yen Sometime before the Holidays Davi
receive s that Roy his representative at Nepawi,
Ght m](hdul to dnuhug, squamxmd away
e (,.mm with grea

du
Dumay to supe t Sturgeon l-mt ki
absense.—Dumay did not long enjoy
Verdure an_old offender, usurped nulhun(y,
deprived him of the Keys, and hecame master of the
Goods and before Mr. Grant could be apprized of this
revolution he expended 7 or § Kegs HLWs.
with Some of our People, whom he generally
partake of His liberality.—In short D:

i fort, Baperance, was on the QuAppelle R I was visted by Davi
o R R Narlie by 3. 8 e o g
).

5
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42 dimgrale s can el s gt M e sobey.

javished away in his

and e it

e e o et Feged, wecning 5
their own phrase.

8l March.—Our men arrived from Lac Verd with

s e goods.
Nothing material has transpired in that quarter since
the s expe bt 1] ith concrs we e from
o cndiion st

. tendernes for her som an
it for i datybeld ber thant it Fal sy

Satied oot hout eny extraordinary emotion
A et pesiismcs gyt ey
hat the ight on whieh i happened she resigned herelt

i maringest a Conadian with whoshe bas v since
that e Tndewd from the borbarns &
women among the Sav ey
e S e
e e o g St
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much affected at their death, especially as the Widow
ST e e e e
woman notwithstanding the intercourse between the
sexes s not much restrained; besides, if the former is
iz ot again into the matrimonial state, she
e o sl & SIS (5 Bistuee e o
B e her u
managing the domestic affairs o perfor
other drudgery 1o which her condiion sublets e, will
uff tion to procure her a husband
honoves e At i AR ke il e e
s s
of her deceased hushand, who expressed a great desire of
drinking Rum and commanded her to procure him
i shal gy el & galin RS TR
present hushand, to is manes, that the ghost
s R
scene passed r troubled immagination or was in-
vented merely to s:n.isf» her own appetite for Rum, we
know not, however her hushand thought proper to grant
her request on this oce:
measure abate her greif, b
pious purpose for which it r, She very deli-
ol e i AT O iy
eyes on the roof of the House in an extacy and emptied
it to the Bottom :—She returned again to the charge
without loss of time, and soon lost remembrance of the
death of her son in a fit of drunken clamour.—It is now
confidently reported that the Gros Ventres will certainly
visit us in the spring—Mr. Shaw has therefore sent
them word p. the Blackfect to depute a few old men
before the Band to settle the articles of peace. Having
often had occasion in the course of this journal to mention

o
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our quarrels with this tribe, it will not I think be improper
to give you a breif account of the origin of our present
sity which will cast a light on their subscquent
actions to this time
"The Clans w |||c}n

habit this part of the Country are
]

£

e aTanoat o o T e s o P
Savage can Seldom resist when he can flatter himself
with any hopes of success :—these mutual incursions
rouse the rsentment of the pattss concerned and they
st t qu'nrc]svulh all 4
which Ao e
o G
among themselves, yet. they never fail to u
a common enemy, and when an opportunity offers of

on, without incurring much
ce it, whether the provoca-
tion be recent or not.—The Crees being the most power-
full clan in this quarter, have been involved in frequent
quarrels with the Gros Ventres for many years past, but
as they mutually feared each other their hostilities
amounted only tothe death of a few of cither party, when
they occasionally met at the Fort, *till summer-93.- It
pened at that time that a band of Gros Ventres con-
sisting of 16 lodges was discovered near South Branch
by party of Crees, who immediatly resolved o revenge
all their former injuries, by eterminating entirely those
unfortunate wretches.For this purpose they el
ot Bl I e e
g i

ngr
them all in cold blood except a few children whom they
preserved for Slaves. This horrible action struck the
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remaining Gros Ventres with such terror, and encreased
their former dread of the Crees so much, that they did not
dare to undertake an_expedition against them being
generally under cover of the s‘nnnn wood, which
meadom Tndisns regerd as the grestest. advaniage in
B e o s
u-m el el e
e e o e
hnr(lﬁl\lp and fatigue to revenge an injury yet he seldom

ds his o by

anger.
Hc watches the motions uf his enemy for m.m) days wi

. he cannot attack

e e o i tment

nll another occasion.—The Gros Ventres I)cm;_ intimi-
dated from attempting any speedy revenge upon the
Crees, formed the design of attacking us, whom they
considered as the allies of their enemics. For this pur-
pose a Strong party endeavoured to plunder Pine Island
Fartthe enauing Winter, but the atiempt was fortunately
unsuceessfull so far as regards the Company’s property,
and the horses and baggage they pillaged from the Men
was bought by the blood of four Savages who afterwards
died of the wounds they received on this oceasion. They
attacked the English Fo url at lhls time and and plundered

ng they could not con-
el et Tuckily
saved ummehes it o tainly have
fallen merciless rage of the savages.
Instigated by revenge for this unexpected loss, they
resolved to destroy entirely o South Branch
last summer as already mentioned, expecting to find but
little resistance from the few men at that place; but the
spirited behaviour of our People in their own defence

o
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rendered the attempt abortive and compelled the enemy
to relinquish their enterprize with the loss of their leader.
ln e @y o still more unfortunate here
an at id :—their men were cruelly masacred;
- il ther i e o g
hout the least provocation, by a Band of Blood-
thirsty Savages, who were excited to such cruelties only
by the love of Flunder and th ferocity naturalto heir
tempers.—These repeated depredatior us and our
e i e e
towards us, and i thee present entreates for peace be
sincere (of which we are not hitherto convinced) it is not
e SR
acific sentiments —They
ched to our commodities and experience has
u%m hem that we are not to he pllaged with impusiey,
they therefore consider that the only method of procuring
thelr necssrys i by  reglas and aceable trade such
was formerly maintained; and since it is not our
xm rest or inclination to estrange any tribe of Indians
entirely from the Fort, by an overacted severity, it is to
be hoped that our differences will be brought to a happy
termination, in the course of the Spring; at the same
it is necessary to resent every injury with proper
spiit and resolution in order to guard our own rghts
ble character among our w
neighbours, but if Mr. Tomison can forgive wi hnut
Blood-shed the cruelty and rapacity of the G. Ventres
on the preceding occasions, we may surely content our-
selves with the restitution of the property which our
people lost in the attacks of this daring tribe.—
at our opponents are more subject to the sudden
incursions of the Natives than we are is obvious from the
o
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small number of Men they can spare to defend their
Forts in the Summer, when the Indians are generally
inclined to plunder, what their poverty precludes them
from purchasing in the usual way; for according to their
own expression they are always pitifull in that season,
from the difficulty of hunting Beaver, and some
By o, SEETCA T Bl
in s not restrained by the hand of
Tiaes i a1 13 suppose that the weak are exposed
to the insults and depredations of the Strong and he who
cannot. defend his own property is regarded as a fit object
for plunder by his nei hhaursv B o
ance of u hings in this quarter last spring obliged
Mr. T o lessen the wmplum.nl i rcqmrcd
3 1 s s 1 Ve st land, who receiv-
ing accounts of the unhappy fate of their fellow servants
at S. Branch abandoned their Fort and took refuge
within our piquets, heing convinced of their own in-
capacity to repel an attack from the enemy who was
then supposed to be hovering near watching an oppor-
tunity to destroy them. This dissadvantage (of being
exposed to the attacks of the Natives) will not be eas
surmounted by the H. B. Company, who. hav
trouble in procuring a sufficient number of men for the
purpose of navigation, will find i
that number so considerably as to afford men enough for
defending the Fort During the absence of the Canoes.—
Methinks that this consideration alone might have some
influence with the Hudsons Bay Company to induce
them to adopt some terms of agreement with the North
West Co. who are so well supplied in this respect, that
last year Mr. Shaw left 24 Men inland without diminish-
ing the usual number p Canoe, and I imagine that the
@

g
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latter would not |>c averse to some kind of v
conviction of eral utility to both parties; indecd
the e
eRdant Ut thay il natiealy ooeu o very) pontn
who has any knowledge of this Country, it would there-
fore be superfluous to point them out to you, who are
sowell acquainted with all the Branches of the FurTrade.
22nd March.—An accident happened this morning
which has again renewed our intercourse with our neigh-
bours :—retiring from breakfast we were alarmed with
a sudden cry of fire ! and rushing immediately out we
perceived clouds of smoke ascending from the English
B loee v ing ot 1t U i derlenion
we obeyed the dictates of humanity by running to their
et 8 sl it iy oo st ol
roof, was happily c\Lmymh«l Soan after, e received
a letter of thanks and an invitati the evening
i e T
dated over a dish of tea, whilst the Canadians and his
mendiverted themselves with dancing and drinking
plentifull draughts of what they called delicious punch.—
Our men behaved themselves genteely enough during the
visit, but they no sooner returned home than their us
propensity to quarrel began to appear and they soon
made ample amends for their former forbearance by
dusting each ckets *tll their intoxication sub-
sided.—The weather is unusually cold for this time of
the year and the snow, which is generally disolved carlier
than this period, is hitherto entire.
‘\pn] 1st.—1 have late last night returned from a
Bt e consisting of Messr.
Shaw, MeDopald, myself all mounted on
horseback. \\“.nl..mw e

6
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for this expedition, for about an hour after our departure
the weather became boisterous and overcast, this was
soon followed by Showers of Hail and Snow, which con-
tinued to fall without intermission *till this morning.—
This cireumstance was of little consequence in itself as
we are well aceustomed to the changes & severity of the
weather, but it incomoded us in other respects by ob-
structing our vision, which made it difficult to find
Buffaloes, and rendering our fire arms almost unfit for
use. Under these dissadvantages it can scarcely be
supposed that we could kill in proportion to the number
of Cavaliers, especially as most of them were, like
myself, novices at this exercise. Hunth
S SE I Coaly A ity
it in the most exten the word. Tn our
e T impa
pass a few agreable hours and when we are successfull it
gives us satisfaction, 1o think that we have united
 and profit together, as we depend entirely for
ubsistence, on the animals arround the Fort; besides
from the nature of the Country & quantity of animal food
which we devour, T am persuaded that violent exercise
is very necessary for the preservation of the constitution
el e D e e
h the Body to the hardships &
i wEas S Tia e umlerﬂo, than the cha

The weather is unu o T
Sy vl el Haid Shout the middle of
March, i hithesto satis and cxvered
which the heat of the sun
e Dl o voyageurs agree that this
is the latest s their memory;—a_circumstance
hich!sorae| peopl adcibe to o cusions| Phemomsnony

o
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which has frequently appeared in the Heavens for some-
time past. The most remarkable one of this kind was
observed on the 27 Febry about noon, when the firma-
ment arround the sun was_beautifully adorned with
several circles of the colour of the Rainbow, intersecting
each other in a curious manner :—Parallel to the horizon
was a large circle passing through the Centre of the sun
and containing four luminous bodies resembling it :—
0 (e (G o i RS 0 vy 7 e
sected by a beautiful circle deseribed round the sun as a
centre and extending from the Horizon almost to the
Zenith; and several other circles and semicircles were
iously disposed of in the several parts of the Southern
Hemisphere. This appearance continued 'or near the
Space of an hour & afterwards vanished aw

s s e e
phenomenon, a few Canadians who are still attached to
their Mother country make it ominous of the present
situation of France.—for as the sun has dispersed and
outshone these other luminaries, which seemed to rival
brightness, 5o in like manner (they fondly presage)
will France after a long struggle overcome and triumph
over all her enemies.—For my own part I leave it ent
to those who can account for it in a more satisfactory
manner than this, as it is probable that it has been
observed at. some other part of the Globe, where the
operations of nature are more minutely remarked.—
This severity of the weather has entirely deranged the
usual time of trading with the Natives inasmuch as the
quantity of Snow upon the ground has prevented them
from coming to the Fort about the latter end of Febry or
beginning of March, as they generally do with their
‘Winter Hunt, when the season is favorable, and afterwards

o5
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return with another considerable Hunt Io\\m-ds the
I Onl

time of embarkation; but this year the
S ey oo that (we hm) is very
trifling, so that at present the appearances of making

good returns are very lln’avunble —We had, this time
Tast year, about 300 P at present the warehouse
searcely contains half of e e
fusnsh » greser quaatty of provisions this year then
at any former

(L2 515 i Weathen o) Mecnmetimii 7l
consequently the Snow begins to dissolve, but it is still
dissagreable and changeable; the night generally pro-
duces some snow which is thawed by the heat of the Sun
next day :—The Indians now begin to approach the Fort
from Various directions, that they may once more pay
their devotions at the shrine of Bacchus and drown all
their cares with plentifull draughts of their favorite
beverage, Rum;—This morning a Band of about 30 Blood
Indians and 10 Blac ed: they have carried all
their comodities on dogs. their horses being too much
exhausted by hunger to undergo the fatigues of the
Journey.-They all confirm the former rumours that the
Gros Ventres are separated in Two Bands, one of which
consisting of 90 lodges dircct their course towards this
quarter, and the other have formed an alliance with the
Snake Indians,—a tribe who inhabit the Rocky Moun-
tains, unacquainted with the productions of Europe, and
stranges to those who convey them to this Country.
I  Indians have suffered a severe loss in War
¥ of the two first men-
e e il e e i e
Women in a recent ex n against them ;—it is how-
ever shrewdly suspected that this report is either entirely

o
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false or that the number is much exaggerated, and what
makes this conjecture more probable is that the natives
in general are so addicted to lying, that little of what
they say relating to themselves deserves any credit.—
re some Limes incited to invent, by a prospect of
reward for any interesting piece of news which they
municate; at other times they advance a falsehood in
order to increase their own importance by recounting
LT cxpllt petormed by themselres ot thee
relatio ort, they are always inclined to impose
upon lhe e e
N T G R T R . ol
xl.mnlm;, this vi prevalent among all the Indians,
it is rather remarkable that they cannot forgive it in
Strangers.  When a White Man is once detected in a
lie they never believe him afterwards :—he is despised &
neglected and subject to be insulted on every occasion
for having once deviated from truth whilst his accusers
themselves practice every species of deceit, without
any shame or 5
April 11th—At noon 4 Circces & 3 Piegans an
with a few Wolves :—soon after 3 Canoe Assiniboines,
entered the South gate amidst several discharges of
guns, whilst 2 Grand River Assiniboine Cheifs and a few
young men came in by the North gate. AU night it
rained very hard for the Space of 3 Hours which had a
good effect in carrying of the snow. he
(Geoa Blan will mot som t he Wort this Speine but
designs to attack us in the Summer :—we have every
reason tobelieve this report to be ill founded, not from
a conviction of the goodness of his intentions, but from
he difficulty attending such an attempt.

0
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12th.—After Breakfast we took a ride by the English
House and met Boucher the G e Seauteau who
accompanied us hither last Fall, and 3 Crees coming to
the Fort. The two former have passed the Winter in
the meadows where they have killed about 130 Beavers
the afternoon 8 Strong wood Assiniboines
arrived from the Stars Buffalo Pound :—ear the same
time departed the Canoe Assiniboines from both Forts.—
AL the distance of a few acres in a lttle creek they met
a few men of their own Nation coming to the Fort and
being well supplied with Rum, invited them to partake
of a dram, and plyed them so fast that they soon becas
intoxicated, which produced the usual effect upon their
fiery tempers. A young man for some provocation
belaboured the wife of his neighbour with a cudgel. She
complained of this out her Husband .1..(1 re-
proached him that he was unable to protect her
e ol of othas OTiEl e et
instigated by revenge for a former injury he quarreled
the young man and after a Short altercation snatched up
Gun and Shot him through the heart.  The relations
of the deceased being unprovided with Arms could not
take an immediate re rong, but they are determined to
embrace the first opportunity of doing ey seem
b dC e G
their bodies” untill his manes be satisfied by the Blood
of his enemy.—This incident will certainly cause much
cruelty and bloodshed to the friends of both Parties, as
quarrels of this nature are prosecuted with such hatred
and animosity that one life must pay for another without
endi—and this Small tribe tho’ formidable to their neigh-
bours, from ther known wickedness and courage will
soon be destroyed by Piema e o Caieee

de, t
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which will greatly affect the trade of this quarter,
the Canoe Assiniboines bcmn little inferior to the Crees
for Beaver hunting. It being too late to dig a grave,
after we received this information, T went
to secure the body from Beasts of Prey during the
night, and next morning he was interred without any
remony than kil se upon his grave to
run the Buffalo in the land of Spirits.
15th April—During 8 days past Indians are pouring
in continually from all quarters. There are 1o less than
7 different nations at the For h an assemblage of
Strangers, who are in gencral inveterate enemies and
ignorant of every language escept their own,
ibit. some curious scenes, when their minds are ex-
g bm whatever motives of enmity
influence their actions, they seem all to agree in one
St BN 9 (g Tt R i T
intertaining groups arround their fires and pledge cach
other with a degree of satisl’action, “1 ich seems to be
increased in proportion to_the they have been
deprived of Rum. Men, L pro-
miscuously mingle together and join in one diabolical
clamour of singing, crying, fighting & and to such
excess do they indulge their love of drinking that all
regard to decency or decorum s forgotten !
themselves in the most indecent positions, ook
covered those parts which nature requires to be concealed.
circumstance which they carcfully avoid in their
sober moments, and the intercourse between the sexes,
at any time but little restrained, is now indulged with
et e o B s deemed o
rtue among the most of y take very
s e e wpﬂull) when they
are heated with liquor.

ing a h
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15th—During 8 days past the Blackfeet arrive
incessantly from the other side of the River in detached
Bands so that there are now about 200 men between the
2 forts. Their Cheif the Gros Blanc remains behind this
Spring, alledging that a late indisposition has made him
incapable of hunting Wolves, without which he would
appear pitifull at the Fort.In a speech of considerable
length w sends Mr. Shaw he acquaints him, that
tho’ T have made him ashamed before strangers by
offering him an insult which no man breathing ever
dared to do before, yet he forgets that circumstance, and
as a mark of his entire forgiveness, he adopts me, for his
little Brother o replace a real one who has been killed last
Summer in War by the Snake Indians. To revenge this
loss he threatens an expedition against them and pro-

ses to bring a fow of their Scalps to the Fort next Fall.—
My quarrel with this Indian is therefore amicably settled,
notwithstanding it once threatened me with dangerous
consequences and T now find myself become a member
of one of the most honorable familics of the mcldu“s

ter

The Blackfeet have made no hunt this
i e i bt P il e b
season. They brought us in all about 500 Wolves and a
small quantity of provisions, whereas last year at one
trade they bartered near 3 times that number.—From
what they relate respecting the Gros Ventres we have lost
all hopes of secing them this Spring. They are in the
e dxpuitons 4 ey wers rpreseted by ook Ikt
accounts;  that is, desirous of renewing their intercourse
o AT e T e,
for as they are nat treacherous and vindictive
themselves, it is reasonable to suppose that they suspect
others of the same sentiments especially as they are
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conscious of having merited chastisement for their late
depredations; and untill they can be assured that no
iolence is intended against them, at least as far as
regards their persons 1 am affraid they will not be per-
suaded to vis
17th April—Early in the morning dryed the Pounded
Meat in the sun and soon after made 200 Bags Pimican.
At Noon a band of Crees arrived from the Beaver Hills
and received a present of 2 Kegs Rum, and before nigh
clothed the following Chicfs, who made presents of 40
Skins each—Chald of the Earth, Tapistacawin Big Heads
Son, Little Borgne and 5 or 6 others of less note.
0th—The Cree tradd and went of beforo oo
They brought, upwards of 50 Packs af ine Beaver--Mon
employed making Boats, mendmg the Canoes and making
a Blockhouse for the defence of the Fort.—Our men for
some time past have been pretty successful at the Fishery
of Frog Lake.* We receive a few loads of very excellent
fish every other day.-A Hunting Party returned from
aceross the River in the morning after an absence of 3
days, during which they loaded their Horses with Meat.
They rode over the River with Safety and two hours
thereafter the Ice broke up :—this happens much sooner
than we expected from the lateness of the season when
the Snow was finally dissolved. In the night the Ice
being dammed st small distance below th
sioned the Waty 12 feet perpendicular.
24th April. Acmnm and this morning we made
180 Packs of 90 Ib each, after which we were interupted
by the arrival of a 1m,e band of Indians consisting of

t, occa-

i o . cont,wausly of calic, aod other
PETY n., el i, " T
S were ok b Lo pay thir redite

, e
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Circees, Crees, Piegans and Blood Indians none of whom
have come to the Fort since last Fall. Mr. Shaw made
them a present of 3 Kegs Rum, separated in proportion
to the number of men in cach band, with which they
were well satisfied.  After they had indulged themselves
with a few drams they began to make their presents
according to custom, and before midnight we cloathed
22 Chiefs, a greater number than ever was cloathed
before in one day at any settlement in the North West.
The Crees are quite pitiful this Spring having amused
themselves during the Winter with smoking & feasting
along with the Piegans :—Their greatest Chiefs such as
T Siting Badger, and french Bastard, have
scarcely got a pack cach : they are however well equipt
P e i e G
other Tribes have brought about 40
Packs consisting chiefly of Wolves, Kitts, Foxes & and
they are assured of seceiving . pipe of Tobacco if they
come otk Fort du

6th April—All the S mcm.omd Tndians de-
paned apparently well satisfied n.
The English Indians on the contrary complain bitterly
of their treatment and threaten to return no more to that
House.-Our neighbours are scarce of Goods this Spring,
3/ creumitance whieh iy lave lutherto sl em-
cealed from the matives, but made upon
them at this time are so great o they S supply
them or satisfy the Indians in the usual manner. To
increase this dissatisfaction and to make the contrast
more glaring, we have been rather more lavish than
sl i we can place any reliance on their promises
we shall find the good effects of it next year. We agreed
with the smmg Badger, Gun Case, and another Cree to
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hunt for the Fort during the summer. They are brave,
resolute Indians and the most likely not to abandon us
in danger, of any in the neighbourhood. The Expences
of equipping the Natives this Spring are very consider-
able, as they have made but trifling hunts.—A Cree chief
receives 80 or 100 Balls, 2 or 8 fms. Tobacco & many
other articles, and if any of his demands are too un-
reasonable to be complied with, he immediately threatens
to forsake the House. Such and many more are the con-
sequences of different Tnterests.-It renders the Natives
insoet end overbearing, being always certain of a good

ception at one House, after receiving any punishment,
however justly inflieted, at the other. ~In other respects
an opposition makes U dolent and lazy, inasmuch

and they receive besides very considerable presents either
to debatch them or to insure a continuance of their Trade.
April 30th.—The Bel-homme and his family arrived.
They have made no hu Spring, havmgcn)n)ed but
a bad state of health for some time Past.-We have now
seen all the Indians of this quarter r‘(c:pl 7 or 8 Crees
from the Br. River' who traded here last Fall, since
which time we have received no accounts of them. They
are supposed to have gone on a War excursion against
the Athabaska Indians.
We are now huxlly »mplo_ycd making

meparation foc ut departurs, but the Badness of the
season retards the repai G
ek il detai s e Jamger than e expected: All
the men are now returned from the Meadows; they have
Killed in all about 2,000 Beavers most of which are of the

TBeaver River.

%
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first quality. The Returns of this place are 525 Packs
0f901b each and 300 Bags P and from a Recapi-
tulation taken this day it appears that a Frpo it
of goads emiog e o the Summer
SO ee i B Cann G T
bl years past has committed a most
e e o
charged with having murdered his Father, Brother and
Mother ! after which he made his escape from the rest
of his relations, in order to avoid a punishment which he
rihly deseves
Shaw has projected a plan of erect
B e 2 o
purpose Mr. Hughes has received dircetions to build,
12 or 14 days march from this by Water, on a spot called
the Forks,” being the termination of an extensive plain
contained between two Branches of this River. This is
described to be a rich and plentiful Country. abounding
with all kinds of animals especially Beavers & Otters,
which are said to be so numerous that the Women &
children Kill them with Sticks and hatchets.~The
Country arround Fort George is now entirely ruined.
The Natives have already killed all the Beavers, to such
me in coming to the
son. The Lower Fort
will only therefore serve in future for the Gens du Large,
whilst the Crees Assiniboines, and Circees, being the
Puincipal Deaver Hyaterswill sort 1 the Forks=Thia
ision of the Indians will be doubly advantageous to
i Co, both with respect to augmenting the usual
returns & taking the natives out of the reach of any

T The function of the Sukatchewan and S

ing o House
For th

e et Bicaton 3 s arer e
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opposition, (except the English) for the ensuing Winter
at least :—Even the English thems ll labour
under considerable dissad age, for the first year, with
SO LR for the establish-
ment of a Post, such as build v
e
intended, and it is scarcely prol
party will be able to penetrate so far into the Country
their first year, especially as they will have no early
knowledge of the necessity of such a Step, to induce
them to come in sooner than usu the Fall.

The day of our departure being now at hand we
indulge mxrsc!\'cs in all the amusements of this place—
suchas z &c. ~Yesterday morning a Band of
near 40 C: a\'nlwvs |ssur«| out of the Fort and after having
raced our Hors ! vere quite exhausted we
il e ey e et
in the same manner. Bets ran high
Strouds &

ensive that the Naf

are therefore resolved to enjoy th
14th May.—To-morrow is fixt for the day of our

departure. The Canoes are loaded with 23 P

2 Bags Pimican; and $ la s have been built for

e g ) S o Gt e 1

is confidently reported that a Cree has been Killed a few

days ago at Lac de Boew”, by the Fall Tndians. This
Circumstance rend pectation for Peace very
uncertain, but if our enemics are hostily inclined during

Ll\c ﬂummc., we shall be able to give them a warm
= Mr. McDonald Mr. Hughes & 24 men

il Lake, o the south-west and beyond the Battle River.  Ls outlet
v ot S ek s e
[
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remain in-land. - Our neighbours the English can scarcely
afford 8 men to guard their Fort in the Summer, so that
if any depredations are premeditated by the Gens du
Large; they will incur a greater degree of danger than
our people.



APPENDIX

THE LAST OF FORT GEORGE AND
DUNCAN M'GILLIVRAY

Duncan MGillivray’s years in the North West coin-
clde closly with e, oconpatonal Fuet George That
post was built in 1792 and we know of MGillivray’s
presence “in the Interior”, at Fort. George, and at Pine
Tsland Fort, from 1793 We come upon them both
time to time up to the end of the century, and in
the case of M'Gillivray a little beyond.
The entry in the Journal for May 11th, 17
shadows a xk,p towards change.
L o has projected  plan of erecting a
House hnhcr up the I ourse of the
Summer.. For this pirpose M, Hughes has received
Girections to_ build. 19" or 14 days march from t
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advantageous to the Co. both with respect to
nting the usual returns & taking the natives
ch of any. oppsition, (exeep. the

ensuing Winter at E
v Tl T e
antage, for tho fist yoar, with respect to
every ]mp'mmon necessary “Tor the establshment
s buil e “carehully

7 person that  step of this Kind
‘“carcely probable that any other
p;urly will be ,n\)lc m lx'nrlr'llc su far into Ilm Ce mmtry
L\mlly. they will have no early
of such a step, 1o inducs

n sooner than usual in the Fall.”—
MGillivray later tells us that “Mr. McDonald, Mr.
Hughes & 24 men remain inland”, doubtless to build the
new post. It would appear from the autobiographical
notes of John MacDonald of Garth, that the English
under Tomison followed the Northwesters up the river
in the autumn and built within “musket shots” of them.
They called their post Edmonton House, the North
West Co.’s fort |)cmz nalncd Augustus, both at the Forks
e e e i
are to be distinguished from the houses of the same names
later built some thirty miles farther up the river on the site
of the present city of Edmonton.) On the return of the
brigade in the autumn MacDonald was ordered to join
Mr. Hughes “at the Fort Augustus with a complement
of men & goods for Trade” d’s account

continues (p. 59) :

“When there red on the opposite (the South)
side oftha River a large Baad o h Horses
in numbers, \\muu\& all othe lxnmp.m\mﬂ s [Sic.]
Who stion. We_were not
picketed, mcn-ly log o pe with
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a gate between the two Houses. Shortly some chiefs
came o the bank of the River & helda Parley saying
they came to sue for peace. They were the Mis-
siseourt Indians, who had nearly cut of Mr. Finlay
& had destroyed the Hudson's bay estabiishment on

ver was
(e good & they hadl [takea]
e lm;,ht etrat salel
Tl Hudson's Bay Fort, ead was my old
e i) T
mu.m e of ane ancther
 required all the help we could give one
lnulh('v e mvself held a Council of war
with Mr. Thompson [Tomison]. He told us that
after destroying their establishment & Villing their
menhe could not receive them as fri
r. Hughes and n ved that we stand,
ngly T took my best Horse, rode to their
Camp & i m erpreter told them of Mr.
Thompson's [ resolve. They loaded me
h kindness & Buffaloe fur Robes—they
this time_pitched k
would willngly
o uh!mht,—hut would trade all they
ad that T met them without
ad T placed confidence in

Z

They_ accordingly can
Trade. M. Thompson [10..“,..] )n\mg i ingers
He thought that they deserved not

ed his life after-
Assiniboile’s Gun, when

Thus ended the feud between the North West Com-
pany and the Gros Ventres often referred to in the
Journal. The traders would henceforth forget the

s
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attempts on Pine Island Fort, and the Post on the South
Branch; the Indians would come peaceably to trade

1f we may trust the memory of John MacDonald of
Garth, the stations of the partners in the years im-
mediately subsequent were, one year (say 1796-7) M
Donaldat Fort (‘.mm and Shaw and M'Gillivray at
Fort August " subsequent. year (say 1707-8) Shaw
and MGilliveay at Fort George and MacDonald and
Hughes at Fort Augustus. MacDonald says of what
appears to be the third year, but if we follow the chrono-
Togy of David Thompson’s itinerary it would be 1799 or
1800 :

“We had decided that we should abandon old Fort
George & build about twenty miles farther up on a
handsome Tsland.

. Consequently Mr. Decoine made_some pro-
s in building & when Messrs. McGillivray and
nugm returmed they res ready for the
men had o put up their own Houses

x to'a Mes
Appmnuy MacDonald and M

ivray spent thi

winter at the new fort, called from its ,muun on “a
handsome island”, doubtless for security sake, Fort de
¢ maps as

I'Isle. The island is indicated on the surv
and M Gl]lnm) and \h(l)un.nld had now

““the Concern™.
rary now puts our account on a
¥ 1799 that noted geographer
Crosse, where hemarried Charlotte
1f-b h‘ml d.\u"l\lm, no doubt,
w those parts.
sendesvons at Grand Portage
Donald of Garth to Fort

Is
become partners-
Thompson’s i
firme i
passed through Isleal
Small s of age, the
of Patrick Small, formerly
Thence he proceeded to th
and returned with Jol
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George, which he found in a ruinous condition. Here he
spent the winter with his bride. He had brought with
him the materials for that magnum opus, his map of the
Territory traversed by the North West Company. Its
superscription runs ¢
“This Map made for the North West Compan
518 and 1814 and delivered to the Honorable
am McGillray then, Agent, embraces the
& between 45 and 00 dogrecs North Lati-
tude e
ising the Surveys and Discoveries o cars
namely the Discovery and Survey of the Oregon
Territory to the Pacific Ocean, the Survey of the

e e (umpmy by
David Thompson, Astronomer and Surveyor.
(S

vib Tioupsos:

Though not mentioned, the survey of the Saskatche-

wan by himself is included. Ross Cox, who visited Fort

William in 1816, gives us a glimpse of the map, which

suggests that it played no small part in the yearly deli-
berations of the Company at the rendeztous.

“The dining hall i 2 noble apartment, and suffi-
capacious o entetain tro hundred. A fncly
executed bust of the McTavish is pln«‘d
T e i propritor
length likeness of Nelson, together -
ning of the battle of the Nile, m, decorate
e
A Giliyay, 1o the Company. (AU uppes
of the hall there is a very large the Indian
countiy, drawn with great aceuracy by Me. David
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Thompson, astronomer to the Company, and com-
prsng all thei trading posts, from Hmlwn s Buy
to the cean, .md from Lo r to
Athabasca mul (nr.n e Lake.” (’I'Iu- (u[umbm
R Vol B 559

This map is now one of the chief treasures of the
Ontario Archives in Toronto. It
interest to us that it was commenced in Fort George,
now ruinous and about to be abandoned.

Tn the spring of 1800 Thompson rode from Fort George
to Rocky Mountain House on the north bank of the
Saskatchewan, 114 miles above the Clearwater River
and three miles below Peter Pangman’s tree. He tells
us that this post had been built the autumn before.
MacDona ims the credit of establishing it, but the
date he gives is 1802, and he puts it after MGillivray
had left the country, at a time when he himsell was
master of the largst et e Vol
r the murder of Mr. King (which took

plnce et Bt e i a0 )
“!80.

<L returmed from Fort Wiliam in due
1 determined to buld further up
iy ountains in order n
R e ik st Natives b Gt ala B
1 find that T am L\\cl»c months before my, time.
However incorrect 1 may be as
stances are the same. This ought o be 08"
One is afraid circumstances were not the same. Rather
one is tempted to believe that MacDonald was claiming
more than his due and that it was M'Gillivray or Shaw
who built Rocky Mountain House. As the former was
a partner and soon o go to Montreal to act as agent for
the Company, the changes on the Upper Saskatchewan

0
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were probably due to his ini Be that as it may,
‘Thompson’s itinerary shows u..u the acti on the
Upper Saskatchewan was great.  Weauoted. B Tyrrell
1800 on May 5th he embarked at Rocky
Mountmn House on Lhe \'(mh sud(.nu‘hc\mu mer,
made a surv
7he “Tound the l-Inghxh Hudson’s Bny Company]
cncamped for bullding” at. the mouth of a creck
flowing in lmm thc m.m W (-h he calls Sturgeor
Creck s the same evoning
he reached \\lnlc \lml lluu*m w Iicxc a clerk named
Hughes was in ¢ e North West Company.
‘his post was s:lu-\tml on lhc north bank in Seclmn
30, Tp 51, Range 2, west of the Fifth Meridiax
May 9 he reached Fort Augustus, and on May 12
Fort George, having passed g
he designates as “Isle of smlhmd‘ North Weat
Company, 1800 and mu", apparently he i z..d
now known as Fort islan Ll
R. 2, west of the “ollrth Meridian.” (T!mmpmns
Narratire, p. LXXIX.)

The week spent by Thompson at Fort George now

was probably in the last summer of its occupation.
Fort de L'Isle as a substitute did not last long. When

1808 he called it “burnt Fort

e e
the Vermilion River, under Alecander Hensy the younger,
Gom i ekt ot Genrgc s from
Henry's Journa
“(1809) Sep. 20 sent men up to Fort George
torait down pome stockades and other wood sequn
ol o

passed the ruins of old Fort George,
of which are now seen.”

1.2
nnly e
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All that can be seen to-day is a few cellars at the
corner of a wheat field, and beside some nf u‘»m heaps
of mud and stor which mark th
e e
the site of Buckingham House. The gully lies between
but with no trace of the well. A fine bank of woods stret-
ches now as of yore many miles along the lordly river.

A summary of his movements written in Thompson's
own hand says that in 1800 he proceeded to Grand
Portags aod rturnd to Rocky Mountain House adding
that “Mr. Duncan MecGillivray came and wintered also,
This indicates that
the idea of crossing the Rockies was now broached, and
that MGllivray, probably now head of the Department
of Upper Forts des Prairies, was to carry Tt
Thompson’s notes go but a short distance in sug-
gesting MGillivray’s movements. In October Thomp-
son was up the Clesrwater and relumed to Rocky
Mountain House with a band of Kutenais who were
anxious to get into lr'nlmg relations with the white men.
Possibly it was during these weeks that M'Gilliv
the journey mentioned in the astronomer's note- e
and given by 1. B. Tyrrel.

to prc]mrc to cross the mout

. . at first up the north side of the North H‘\:L.ﬁr
chewan for cight miles, thence across coun

Br: u i nd up it to Bra e th ||||lc

ch he * procecded to.cross the chain of

\lmmlmm that, separates the sources of the north

nch (Brazeau) and ‘on-

lunl 2 Still” farthe

he A

ba
westward,

i S gl docaments ot tho Ronds o,
June 30, 1501, amd noe thercatter. ly 1
paseed low Tor gnod 10 Montreal, (o ivtes of N. W. €
i)

"Dabie Archives of

s
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miles down a_ stream flowing into the Athabasca
ver, from which point he returned to Rocky
lountain _House. i
down in Tlmm son’
LXXXI)

note-book.”  (Narrative, p.

“Gillivray must have turned at a point in the sume
latitude as the “height of land” of Athabasca Pass as
given in Duvid Thompso's map (s p- 11) but n the
wvalley to the east about forty miles away. If he crossed
the mountains the nest year from this point, he would
continue down the stream he was following till he would
come to the present Whirlpool River. This he would
ascend into the Athabaska Pass at whose height of land
stood “M'Gillivray’s Rock”, to be mentioned below.
Av\uthcr journey is gl\'cn thus by Tyrrell :

n November ompanied by Duncan
V[tGlIINr.w e by Towe men, (Thompeon)
set. out. on horseback along the trail up Clearwater
river, rossed R Deer river, and reached Bow sivee
&t a point opposite to whero the lo\\n o( Cal
How stands, in ltitude 5 - longitude 115+

59 W. here he mmyed B e e
of the iver down to a short distance below the bend,
ere he crossed it and went on to the Spitchee or
Highwood river, which he reached two miles above
its mouth. *From here he turned a litle west of
outh, and reached o camp of the Pikenows, o
Blegan, "in. latitude 50° <
ongus Flag Crock After
time in order to v:ml)hsh fncml\
Vith tasss Tad e turned North
again reached ol ie poml which he plag
in atitude 51° 1357/ N, longituds 114° 48”22 W.,
above the mouth of Ghost river.
e hes [ e e e
south bank for three miles, and then fording the
9
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stream he followed the trail on its north blnk Lo Llu.

steep cliffs of the mountains near whes

of Exshaw is now situated.' Thence hL nlumed to

his old camp on the Bow River,
m,siruck northuvard to Rocky Motniain House,

he reached on Deceml

about thr e e b of three nadensts Shaw,
ity e e
long e kot

o B ot NGy i s prcred o oot s, i
o s Ori

‘Exshaw is given on our present maps as on the Bow River
alittle north of lat. 51° N. and West of long. 115°.  Itis
B el o BT A M o el
to the Southwest, and Simpson Pass
about the same (]I:Lul(! to the west, cross the Rocki
the upland streams which form the Kootenay River,
called by David Thompson, MGillivray’s River. These
journeys coming close up 1o the Rockies were doubtless
intended to feel out points at which the proposed crossing
of the range could be effected.

Did Duncan M'Gillivray, as he intended, cross the
Rocky Mountains ? There is some evidence in the
place names used in the next score of years. Franchére,
who pessed through the Athabsca Fass on May 14h,
1814, describes perpendicularly some
fifteen or eighteen humlr(-d fm_t above the level of the
lakes on the height of land, and having its summit
covered with ice. “Mr. J. Henry, who first discovered
the pass, gave this extraordinary rock the name of
M’Gillivray’s Rock, in honour of one of the partners of
the N. W. Company.” (Huntington’s translation of
Franchere’s Narrative, p. 291.)

10
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Ross Cox camped beneath the peak in 1816 and
t, adding in a foot-note, *“This is called M'Gil-
ivray’s Rock, in honour of the late Mr. Wm. M Gillivray,
a principal d)mmr of the Company.” (The Columbia
Riter, vol. 2, p. 166.)
"The attribution of the name to Willam MGillvray
Ty et S PR
these parts, and the practice was to call places by
the names of those who had to do
Kenzie's River, Fraser's River, Fort W
sense the scene of William MGl %
Further, when David Thompson passed from Upper
Columbia Lake at the source of the Columbia he crossed
by what he calls “MeGillvray's Portage" (siven in bis
map as “carry, 2 miles”) to the “Flat Bow” or “Me-
Gilli (1808). The river he so names in
his map is the Kootenay,and the Rockies to the cast he
denominates “Duncans Mountains”. These names are
so many footprints of Duncan M'Gillivray, marking a
journey of which we have no record, only the knowledge
of his ‘intention to cross the Mountains.
Tn a volume containing a manuscript Journal of
David Thompson recently come to light and now in the
Vancouver Public Library, is a long series of extracts
from Vancouver's Voyages made by Duncan MG
(and copied by Thompson) with @ view to his proposed
crossing of the Rockies. The Journal itself records
Thompson’s vain attempt in the spring of 1801 to pene-
trate through the mountain mass by the valley of the
Sheep River. Its contents were already known from
the itinerary summarized by J. B. Tyrrell (p. lxxxi), but
this new-found manuseript informs us that M'Gillivray
himself was to have led the party and that Thompson

1
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was put in his place because his chief was sick. e wa
however, well enough to attend to the details con-
nected with the start of the expedition, and not so sick
8 to make it advisable to go down with the canoes to
Grand Fortage, The sttempt failed because the river
n flood, with the <prm,,» freshet covering the lower
By ik ey i s el
reaching the containing precipices.
son and his party were back at Rocky Mountain House.
It seems fair to assume that M'Gil v had recovered
meanwhile and carried out his n later, in the
summer and the autumn, under more favourable con-
av upstream.  Of this the sole
ns in the names “*Duncans
ray’s River” in Thompson’s
it in Momsrson's Tiaeeaco b alls
ia portage  McGillivray’s Portage”.
ange and the mountain river might

B

documentary n»..uv ren
Mountains” and
map, and the fact n
the Kooter Colum!
‘While the mount:
have been named ply

though that was ot the practice of the fu

day, Thompson’s calling an insignificant portage “McGil-
livray’s Portage” is definite evidence of his ch ng

M Gillivray, leaving Rocky Mountain House,
entered the Rocl Duncans Moun-
eighbourhood of Exshaw, reached the au-
tumn before in b quuln inary survey, and got over by the
Kananaskis Riv or the White Man Pass, or,
possibly, by Banff ,.mm.(». pson Pass, into the valley
of the Kootenay, s River”. On the retura
e e
“MeGillivray’s Portage” and so down the Colu
to recross the mountains by the Athabusca
the height of land he may mped under the august

crossed it.
my
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shadow of “M’Gillivray’s Rock”. He would finally
emerge in the immediate neighbourhood of the limit of
his other preliminary esploration of the autumn before
and follow his former steps back to Rocky Mountain
House.  Of counse he may have completed the circle in
the opposite direction. be so Duncan M Gilivray
et mhsam Columbia.
valleys six years before David Thompson, e reputed
expl

v a

We can trace M'Gil s subsequent footsteps in
the volume uf,,lmum‘ copics, in ll\r “anadian Archives,
bound nutes of the North West which really
consists of a series of legal and bmdmg agreements in
relation to their business. There are two documents
dated June 30, 1801, signed by the partners, including

u5 Shaw as above, present at Grand Portage. Duncan
ivray’s name is not among them. He had, of
course, remained inland that summer.

In the next year, 1802, M'Gillivray was at “Kamini
tiquia”, the new rendez-vous, soon to be called Fort
William. The resolution appointing his chief, Angus
Shaw, head of the King's Posts, recently purchased by
the Company, headquarters to be at Quebec, was then
passed and Duncan ivray signed in behalf of Alex.
Fraser and cl-mles Cluboilles, Mot only were Angm

Y s

Ty
“Mr. Duncan McGillivray being unwell left the
country for Montral, and there died after two or

nd dying in two or three
short years, M'Gillivray was very much to the front for six

13
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years to come. He figures in a document drawn at
“Kaminitiquia” on July 6, 1803, as a member of the
firm of McTavish Frobisher & Co. (soon to become
McTavish, MeGillivrays & Co.) and on 2y Lo s
year signed an agreement next ivray,
both as “Agents, P i o ot
in the agreements of 1504, but he was present on July
6, 1805, when the Company passed a resolution em-
powering the Agents to make the proposal to the Hudson’s
Bay Co. for a Tr.umll through Hudson’s Bay and a post
by the sea to be depot

This nego it 5 ot withote e £ o D
MGillivray's cherished plan to establish posts beyond
the Rockies. In a manuscript, entitled Some Account
of the trade carried_on by the North Wesi Company,
probably written by M'Gillivray himself in his last days,
it is said

“The trade as it is t present beyond

the mountai tead of getting any Drofit, 18 &

very considerable loss to the Company: as the Furs

did not pay for the transport to Montreal, where

they were shippe

MGilli

The Company must hm‘e been aware of thi m‘m
proposing to cross the Rockies,
try to get facilities for shipping
The negotiation was conducted by Sir Alesander Mac-
d Duncan M'Gillivray, but failed. Never-
Thompson, 1807, and Simon Fraser, 1808,
were sent across to trade and explore. The proposal to
have a depot on the Pacific Ocean is clearly envisaged in
the pages of Some Account of the trade carried on by
the North West Company, as the only way of making the
trade in the valley of the Columbia a means of profi

1
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During the years in which the North West Company was
preparing the way to enter into the valley of the Columbia
to possess it, Duncan M'Gillivray, wintering partner at
Rocky Mountain House, and then Agent of the Company,
seems to have been the presiding genius.

In Joseph Frobisher's Journal Duncan M'Gillivray
figures at the dinner parties and as agent for the Company
at the rendessous an Lake Supeior. On Saurday, My
24, 1806, he dined at the Frobisher home, one of a
party of fifteen. Eight days later we have the entry :
“Duncan M'Gillivray sett off for the Portage”, of course
to act for McTavish, M'Gillivrays & Co. at the assembly
of the Wintering Partners in July on Lake Superior. The
agents were usually back in Montreal in the first week of
September. Hence we are not surprised at Mr. Fro-
bisher's entr h: “Dined at Hamilton’s with
Mr. D. MGillivray”. ~Similarly in 1807 entries run :
“Saturd: e MeGillivray

Monday, September 7. l)mcd at Home, Com'
pany....Wm. & D. Mo

me M Gillivray's last
her's Journal tell the

Entries in Mr. Fro
rest of the tale.
“[1808] Saturday, April 9. Dined at Home.
Mr. Duncan McGillivray Died this morning between
the hour of one & two o'clock.
Sunday 10. Dined at Home. (The Body was
opened.)”
The entries are such as one makes only of one’s nearest
friends.

15
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“Monday, 11.

oD, McGillivray was Buried
Mr. MeTavish's Family vault.

Fraser & Hallowell

Todd & ()gd Mourners.
I Reid &

B 1‘

pisher & Hallowell
nry & Chabanter
ol & o Frobisher
Pothier, Blackwood, Wm. McKay | Pall
D. k Garde, Thain. Bearers.
nday, 17 Dined at home; themourners and
Pall Bearers attended at Church with Their Scarfs and
Hat Bands after the Will was read at D. McGillivray’s
own House.”

“Su

Thus Duncan M'Gillivray pas: out of history.

The news of his death in the height of his manhood

as it travelled brought out expressions here and the
which help us to gauge the
least the hold he had on the affections of his
writer in the Quebee Gazette of April 25, 1808,
- “The loss of this young e
ity in the Socicty of this place, which
urce of unfeigned

in the
filled, and is
regret to all who knew him.
energetic mind and the keenest sen
he added a reserved and modest (h']loruxnmL which

mnended respect and esteem




APPENDIX
the younger, at Pembina River Post, Red River. Henry
SO Gy T

e principal news was the death of our
orthy friend, Duncan MGillvray, Bsq., which

R spring in Montreal.

Forty-cight years had passed when John MacDonald
of Garth wrote his Notes for his grandchildren; his last
reference to Duncan M’Gillivray

“as fine a fellow as ever lived.”
This esteem and even affection for Duncan MGil-
vray was what might be expected in his associates of the
North West Company and in Montreal society in which
the fur magnates played a conspicuous B bl
however, evidence t another vie be taken of his
e Tt b S
have been the insolent, overbearing and violent savage
described in the Journal, but M'Gillivray’s story of the
unamed “indignty which e [Gros Blane] will alvays
el il a1 i by the
fur-traderin \m Indian Hall at Fort l(.mm (p.45) suggests
that some Indians there were who might have pictured
Dicanito il acker colanns iaeehves aniotid
eye of Mr. Tomison watching the North-westers from
Buckingham House across e cully may 1 seen
MGillivray in a light wnlaown. to socalcirls
Montiel The hiicsian would meloors o sigh of the
ich the Hudson 's Bay factor sent home to the
tee in London of the proceedings on the Sas-
Katchewan in the winter of 1794-5. Lord Selkirk, who
was at pains to show that the ways of the partne mr zhc
North West Company in_conducting their bus
among the Indians and half-breeds habituated thcm lo
deeds of violence such as they were perpetrating upon

e
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his Red River Colony devotes several pages of his Sketch
of the British Fur Trade to Duncan M'Gillivray's methods
of maintaining the supremacy of his Company when
acting as their agent.
““In the year 1801,' Mr. Dominic Rousseau of Montreal,
e e s e hares of
Mr. Hervieu, his clerk, to Lake r, with an assort-
ke of kool caliaviie 1he\ be hould dispese of tiaat
to advantage among the servants of the North-West
Company, during thei sssemblageat.the Grand Portage
on Lake Superior. S this adventure was, it
excited the jealousy of O Nt Company.
Hervieu pitched his tent, and opened his shop, at the
distance of about a gun-shot from their fort, or trading
post; but it was not long before he was accosted by some
of the partners, and particulary by Mr. Duncan MGil-
livray, who peremptorily ordered him to quit the place,
telling him that he had no r.,_m to come there.  Hervieu
questioned the right of rth-West Company to the
o A R G
not go away unless they shewed a legal title to the land.
After some altereats disputes, he agreed to
remove hi mpment. o another spot, which was
poiated outto bim, bt before he bad time toefct this,
. M'Gillivray returned w Archibald Norman
\m.md another of the pas and ten or a dozen of
ths Inferlor lerks and servants, and accosted him in'a
still more arrogant style than before. M Gillivray,
adverting to Hervieu having questioned the title of the
North-West Company to the co d him that he
should see their title, and drawing his dagger, struck it
it should proably e 102,

e A e
e renie-son.
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into Hervieu's tent, and tore it from top to bottom.
M’Leod then pulled down the tent altogether; overturned
a chest containing Herview's merchandize; with
the most violent threats ordered him to be gone; and
naming a place a little farther in the interior, told him,
that if he were there he would cut his throat. The same
gentleman assaulted Durang, an interpreter in the Com-
pany’s service, and took from him a tent which he had
purLI\ sed lor hi; own use from Herview. With all the
ublic :xccuuon‘ they cut it in pxeces,

nnd it pnl)hd_y exhibiting it in this state,
iy e - Complny
of the consequence of purchasing from the intruder.

“In consequence of these outrages, Mr. Hervieu was
under the necessity of returning to Montreal, a distance
of thirteen or fourteen hundred miles, without having
disposed of one-fourth part of his goods, for all of which
he could have found a ready sale, if he had not been so
molested. Indeed there was a considerable part of what
he had sold which the purchasers refused to pay after
they saw the manner in which he had been treated by
their employers

““Mr. Rousseau brought an action against Mr. M'Gilli-
vray in the court at Montreal, and recovered damages
ulucl\ were assessed at £500; a sum which in all prob-
abi s barely sufficient was sufficient) Lo com-
o pecuniary loss which he had
sustained. n could not pou
profit which
trifle to the Nor h West Company, in comparison with
the benefit of mainlmmng their monopoly, and of deter-
ring others from attempling a similar interference. Tn
England a jury would hardly have overlooked that

1
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consideration, but in consequence of the French law,
which still prevails in civil causes in Lower Canada, no
jury was impanelled on this case, and the damages were
assessed by m court
“In the year 1806, Mr. Rousseau again attempted a
e eV ir st e
into partnership with a Mr. Delorine, whom he dispatched
from Montreal with two canoes loaded with goods for
the interior. Delorme pmvunlcd s far as Lalie
Superior, and, in order to avoid col he there took
Ui il rots b ts Grand Petage sttt the Notth:
West Company had then abandoned. When he had
advanced a few days’ journey through the intricate and
difficult country beyond Lake Superior, he was overtaken
by Mr. Alexander M'Kay, a partner of the North-West
Company, with a number of men, who went forward
along the route by which Mr. Delorme was to advance,
and proceeded to fell trees across the road, at the portages,
and on all the narrow crecks by which they were to
pass. They soon accomplished such a (Umplolc ob-
struction, that Mr. Delorme with his small party, found
it impossible to open a passage for his e
E o I s e left
his goods and made his retreat with I only. On
al at Fort William, the trading ,m o( &
North-West Company, he found Mr. M'Gillivray, by
whose direction these obstructions had been made.
lorme presented the keys of the packages
which he had left, and remonstrated on the unjustifiable
which he had been treated; but his appeal
! ¢ that no redress u...m otherwise
Wit e o e B o T
against the Company; but the I not come to a

i

real

@
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rial, a compromise having been offered and accepted.
The North-West Company agreed to pay for the goods
which Delorme had left beyond the Grand Portage, at
the invoice price as Mr.
Rousseau lost all the wages of the men, and other expenses
he had occurred in the outfit, but he thought it advisable
to accept the compensation, homu inadequate, rmhcr
than trust to the chance of obtaining justice in th
of " Sketeh of the British Fur Trade, 1516, pp.30-01
That splendid ““North West spirit” to which the
Company owed much of its success was darkened by the
ruthlessness which the partners, Duncan M'Gillivray
notexcepted, showed to all who crossed or threatened
to cross their patl
e e (e ST during
the last months of his life, was centred upon the problems
which faced the North West Company when it crossed
the Rockiesin 1807 to make establishments for trade in the
valley of the Columbia. There is in the Pu
of € a photostat copy of a manuseript in t
Colonial Tnstitute, London, where also lies the original
of Duncan M'Gillivray's Journal. It is in the same
hand as the Journal, pmbnblv that of M'Gillivray
himself. Its superscription is Some Account of the Trade
oorid o 0y s o e (am]mm I h,“ been
annotated by the hand o G 0 has
written in the margins hcadmp :.,. the p.uuumpm,
ite and has put in
Jetch o tho Fur Trade, 1809, The ecount
of the early fur-trade, of the formation of the North
t Company in 1784, of the reduction of the consump-
tion of T l\quuu by the Indians due to the Com-
of the evils of an unrestrained

o

ic Archives
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competition, of the valuc of ts trade in promoting British
manufactures, and finally, of the great benefit to the
British Empire of a company of traders which keeps
the Indians loyal o the fag. It includes » statement
returns of the trade from 1784-1807, i.c., to the
ym e D T e
bers of the North West Company’s posts in the diflrent
ributing three posts to the west of the Rocky
It shows that it will not pay o bring the
all the way across the continent to Montreal and
vistyeil ol lation Tt & ssenal cstablbbimests
on the Columbia near the sea. This manuseript was
used by the anonymous author of the pamphlet, On the
Origin and l’mgrm of the A\nrm West Company, London,
1811, for William M Gillivray’s headings are preserved
and whole .«cmcncc. and paragraphs are printed almost
verbatim the same. John Henry, who was in the height
of favour with the fur merchants of Montreal at this time,
may have been the author of the pamphlet and may have
taken both the Journal and Account with him over to
London when he crossed the sea. As to the Account,
the fact that it speaks of three posts as built beyond the
Rockies would suggest that it could not have been
his death in
et informed

vid Thompson could not have

Montreal of his establishing the first transmontane post,
that at the lower Columbian Lake. But in 1509, when
W, M'(hlhvmy dded the now i, they could buva
had word only of
three en, mu«« have been n
Sl e s
Brobagerly, o pation of an expansion the main
of which were already sketched.  So too with

2

building of that single post. The
d

more than play

h was written
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the statement: “The trade as carried on at present
beyond the mountains . . . is a very considerable loss
to't g ot e e furll\c trans-
P o Mbniecel” The infererice that n MGl
o s e ) e

conelude with 1807, MGillivrays last year as agent.
The Account ends:
Not satisfied with the immense regior on the
ern side of the Rocky M
which their trade  lthe gy
Tt Gl ity e
extending lnur nu.ml\r and trade m far as the
South_ S ind have already ints wced British
manufactired goods, among the. nations on the
Western side of the Rocky mountains; intending to
mmm fur the lr’l(ll' u’ that
3 ready

form a gene:
country on the Columbia
bheen observed, receives .nml TR m u.c o
all the waters that ri t of the mountains,
The trade as it is (.unul on at present, hevnml the
mountains, instead of y s a very
considerable loss to the Company;  as the fuce
will not pay for the transport to Montreal, where
they are shipped; no can any establshment be
et B e

Qeean; as the nati
-treatment by some An
ot the const AL 10 years ago, are cxtreradly hoetls
to the whites, but this prejudice will y

~upumr convenjences of a Halchet and o gun, ove
Sharp stone and a bow and arrow (with which the
Tndians wil hecome gradually acquainted) and to the
M) and il cealinglof hehuic fotend 10

permanent _establishments among

Should the Gompany suceesd in his projecta new feld
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yill be gpened for the consumption of British manu-

sctured goods; ant country and population
¢ ont on the B tish l‘,mp:r- It is con-
o

mercial and pol\uull consequenc:

Thi a for help from the Government
appears in /]u the Origin and Progress as a definite request
for a charter.

Had Duncan M , as agent of the Company,
Jvei catey ot the policy. with whi
to do at its commence with which he was pre-
oceupied in the last e S 1o st e
be forgotten. Rather, his name would be mentioned
in the History of the North West Company in the same
breath as that of their great protagonist, his brother
William.

FINIS
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